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A story in Tuesday’s editions about individuals raising money for tsunami victims con-
tained inaccurate information. Of the $660 and 40 euros raised at the Rhein-Main, Germany
commissary, head bagger Yupa Conway raised $418.10. The remaining $241.90 was donated
by fellow baggers, commissary employees and customers. In addition, a list of those who
made donations will be sent, along with the money, to the Thai Embassy in the United States.

World

Trial for radical cleric: Radical Mus-
lim cleric Abu Hamza al-Masri will

stand trial beginning July 4 on charges
including soliciting the murder of Jews

and other non-Muslims, a judge decided
Tuesday.

Judge Peter Beaumont set the date at a
brief hearing at London’s Central Criminal
Court but did not announce where the trial
would be held.

Al-Masri had been scheduled to appear
via a videolink from Belmarsh high-security
prison in south London, but did not.

Defense lawyer Paul Hynes said the cler-
ic was unable to walk and referred to a “past
physical difficulty.”

Zimbabwe power struggle: Six provincial
leaders were suspended from their posts for
five years following an unprecedented
power struggle within Zimbabwe’s ruling
party, officials said Tuesday.

The provincial party chairmen were ac-
cused last month of opposing President Rob-
ert Mugabe’s choice of second vice presi-
dent, a post that could place the holder in
line to succeed the aging leader.

They were initially suspended for six
months pending an investigation by the par-
ty’s National Disciplinary Committee.

The ruling ZANU-PF party announced
Tuesday that the committee had found the
officials guilty of misconduct.

EU Constitution advertising blitz: The
Spanish government on Tuesday unveiled
an advertising blitz aimed at explaining the
European constitution to the Spanish peo-
ple, 90 percent of whom reportedly know lit-
tle or nothing about the charter and will be
the first in Europe to vote on it.

“It is true that some polls, the latest polls,
have shown a desire by the Spanish people
to know more about the European constitu-
tion,” Foreign Minister Miguel Angel Morati-
nos said as he presented a campaign of news-
paper ads and radio and TV commercials.

The government has recruited a pop sing-
er, a former soccer hero and two prominent
radio talk show hosts to read articles of the
constitution in TV ads as it rushes to get
Spain ready for a Feb. 20 referendum — the
first popular vote in any EU country on the
charter.

War crimes suspects: Belgrade authori-
ties are trying to negotiate the surrender of
four Serb generals sought by the U.N. war
crimes tribunal, the justice minister said in
comments published Tuesday.

Zoran Stojkovic told Blic daily that the
talks aim to get the the police and army gen-
erals to turn themselves in voluntarily and
said authorities would not arrest the four de-
spite mounting international pressure on
Serbia to extradite them to the tribunal in
The Hague, Netherlands.

KeepingDavid statue clean: Italian muse-

um specialists might install a stream of
gushing air around Michelangelo’s David to
protect the Renaissance masterpiece from
dust tracked in by tourists, an official said
Monday.

A cleaning of the 500-year-old statue was
completed in May, stripping away decades
of grayish grime. Yet the glowing marble is
constantly subjected to dirt from visitors’
shoes and clothes.

One idea is a continuous gust of air to
keep dust away, said Antonio Paolucci, in
charge of museums in Florence.

States

Texas floods: Gov. Rick Perry’s request
for federal disaster aid to 13 Texas counties
from November flooding has been rejected
by federal officials.

The flood waters damaged more than
1,000 homes in Central and South Texas
after a large area of Central Texas, already
saturated by rain, received up to 10 inches
of additional precipitation in a 24-hour peri-
od. Cities downstream were flooded for
days.

Perry has 30 days to appeal the Federal
Emergency Management Agency’s ruling
last week. He had asked President Bush to
declare as federal disaster areas Bexar, Bas-
trop, DeWitt, Goliad, Gonzales, Guadalupe,
Hardin, Jackson, Jasper, Newton, Victoria,
Wharton and Wilson counties.

Michael Jackson: The mother of a boy ac-
cusing Michael Jackson of child molestation
tricked a weekly newspaper into running a
story seeking donations for her son’s cancer
treatments, according to a TV show devoted
to the legal woes of stars.

In 2000, the woman told a reporter for
the Mid Valley News, a community newspa-
per that serves Southern California’s subur-
ban San Gabriel Valley, that her son was
battling cancer and the editor agreed to
print a story, Celebrity Justice reported
Monday.

Human-smuggling case: A federal ap-
peals court has delayed the trial of a black
man charged in the United States’ deadliest
human-smuggling attempt so it can rule on
allegations of racial bias.

Tyrone Williams is accused of driving the
tractor-trailer that was abandoned in May
2003 at a truck stop about 100 miles south-
west of Houston. Seventeen immigrants
were found dead inside the sealed trailer;
two more died later.

Williams, of Schenectady, N.Y., is the only
one of 14 indicted defendants who could
face the death penalty if convicted.

Housing development arsons: Five men
accused of setting fire to homes under con-
struction in an upscale Maryland develop-
ment have been indicted on federal charges,
prosecutors said Monday.

The Dec. 6 fires destroyed 10 houses and
damaged 16 others in the Hunters Brooke
development. Damage was estimated at $10
million.

Interim U.S. Attorney Allen Loucks said a
grand jury had indicted Aaron Speed, 21;
Patrick Walsh, 20; Jeremy Parady, 20;
Michael Everhart, 20; and Roy McCann, 22.
All were charged with arson, conspiracy to
commit arson, and aiding and abetting the
arsons.

Stories and photo from The Associated Press

The headline on the Reporters’ Notebook in
Tuesday’s editions was incorrect. The DVD
stalls outside of post exchanges are being
closed by installation commanders or base
mayors because of security concerns.

On Thursday
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Correction

Cate Blanchett

Pinochet indictment: Mireya Garcia, left, and Viviana Diaz, members of a Chilean group of

relatives of detained and missing, embrace each other Tuesday as they celebrate at the

Supreme Court building in Santiago, Chile. Chile’s Supreme Court upheld the indictment

and house arrest of Gen. Augusto Pinochet for nine kidnappings and one homicide during

his long regime. The court’s 3-2 vote set the stage for another legal battle stemming from

Pinochet’s 1973-1990 rule.
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BY BEN MURRAY

Stars and Stripes

The new year is a time of questions for
high school seniors who are planning to at-
tend college in the fall. Where will I get in?
What should I pick as a major? Where are
the best parties held?

To help Department of Defense Depen-
dents Schools students with some of the
myriad uncertainties and concerns that
arise as the college application season cli-
maxes this month, education officials in Eu-
rope are playing host to events to guide se-
niors through the process.

Next week, students across the DODDS-
Europe system will have an opportunity to
listen and call in to an American Forces
Network radio show about making the
move to the States for college. The show
will air at 9 a.m. Jan. 12.

The annual broadcast, called “Open
Line,” will feature a panel of experts and
students talking about ways to successful-
ly make the move to an American universi-
ty and answering specific questions stu-
dents face when getting ready to leave
home.

It’s about this time of year that seniors
begin to get nervous about what it will be
like to leave home, said Frank O’Gara,
DODDS-Europe spokesman and “Open
Line” organizer.

“ ‘Who’s going to do my laundry?’ ” stu-
dents often ask themselves, O’Gara said.

“ ‘How will I do all these things mom and
dad did for me in the past?’ ”

Panel members are encouraged to
give honest answers to students’ ques-

tions, O’Gara said, even about tricky sub-
jects such as underage drinking and where
DODDS falls short in preparing students
for college life.

DODDS students cope with a number of
unusual challenges when applying to U.S.
colleges and universities, such as the diffi-
culty of touring prospective schools and
questions about state residency, said Juani-
ta Harvin, school home community part-
nership director for the Heidelberg, Ger-
many, school district.

Harvin heads up a local effort in Heidel-
berg — called “The Real World … what
are you doing?” — to prepare students for
higher education and life beyond high
school.

Harvin’s program is planning an event
for graduating DODDS seniors at 4 p.m.
Sunday at the Heidelberg middle school,
part of its monthly series to prepare stu-
dents to leave the school system.

The event will feature a presentation for
students interested in pursuing a career in
education or youth services, along with pro-
grams on organizing finances and applying
for scholarship money.

Harvin stressed that January is an im-
portant time for college-bound students
and their families, and that it’s never too
early to start looking ahead to higher educa-
tion.

“Students do not realize how important
this is, to plan ahead,” Harvin said, warn-
ing that, if students fail to plan a future for
themselves, “your parents are going to
have a plan for you.”

E-mail Ben Murray at:
murrayb@mail.estripes.osd.mil

BY SCOTT SCHONAUER

Stars and Stripes

NAVAL STATION ROTA,
Spain — Navy investigators are
awaiting the autopsy results of
two sailors to help determine why
the servicemembers died in sepa-
rate, unrelated incidents last
weekend.

Petty Officer 3rd Class Dexter
C. Orasing and Petty Officer 2nd
Class Roland S. Atuwo died with-
in hours of each other on New
Year’s Day.

Orasing, from Briak Forest,
Texas, fell unconscious in his ve-
hicle after leaving a party in El
Puerto de Santa Maria with his
wife and friends, base spokes-
woman Lt. Allie Freeman said.

Hours later, Atuwo died when
he drove his vehicle off of A-491
— an off-base road that circles
around the perimeter of the naval
station. There were no passen-
gers in the car and nobody else
was injured in the accident.

“They suspect that speed was
the issue but besides that we
don’t have any other results,”
Freeman said Tuesday.

Autopsies might help shed
some light on the incidents, but
the results could take a week, she
said. Toxicology tests would de-
termine whether alcohol played a
role in either of the incidents.
The Naval Criminal Investigative
Service is investigating both
deaths.

Orasing was assigned to the
Supply Department’s Fuels Divi-
sion. He is survived by his wife,
Stephanie Orasing, and their
three children, Shelton, 6; Mat-
thew, 3; and Gabriel, 6 months.
He served in the Navy for more
than seven years. He was 27.

Atuwo was a construction elec-
trician with the base’s Public
Works Department. He was
from Virginia and served six
years in the Navy. He was 26
years old.

Memorial services for both sail-
ors are scheduled to be held this
week. A service for Orasing will
be at 2 p.m. Thursday at the base
chapel. A service for Atuwo is ten-
tatively scheduled for 1 p.m. Fri-
day at the chapel.

E-mail Scott Schonauer at:
schonauers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Memorial service scheduled for infant

ILLESHEIM, Germany – A memorial service will be held at 4 p.m.
Wednesday at the Illesheim Chapel for an infant who died Dec. 25.

Shatasha Crawford, 3 months, was found not breathing on Christ-
mas morning by her parents, Pfc. Moyagaye Crawford, 7th Battal-
ion, 159th Aviation Regiment, and Charles Crawford, according to
Frauke Davis, a 235th Base Support Battalion spokeswoman.

An investigation into the exact cause of death is ongoing and
could take up to six weeks, Davis said.

From staff reports

BY CHARLIE COON

Stars and Stripes

The looming Jan. 15 deadline for updating pass-
ports has created a rush by civilians and dependents
at passport offices on U.S. bases in Germany.

All employees, contractors and dependents who fall
under Department of Defense auspices, except for uni-
formed servicemembers, must have updated pass-
ports by the deadline in order to re-enter Germany.

The deadline was announced nearly one year ago,
but many people have not yet gone to their local
passport office and completed the proper paper-
work.

A recent publicity campaign on American Forces
Network radio and television as well as through
base publications has created the surge of interest,
said Army Spc. Jessie Mizic, a passport agent with
the 90th Personnel Support Battalion at Kleber
Casern in Kaiserslautern.

“We put out the information almost a year ago,
but word really didn’t get out to community until
now,” Mizic said. “Now that word’s out, we have a
lot of people coming in every day, rushing to get
stuff done on time.

Updated passports will include either a Depart-
ment of State stamp inside of red official passports
or a laminated card to be attached to blue tourist
passports.

The new credentials are required under the Sta-
tus of Forces Agreement, or SOFA, between Germa-
ny and the United States. They are designed to be
more difficult to forge as well as to prevent former
DOD employees and dependents from claiming
SOFA status in Germany when they are no longer el-
igible.

Some passports already have the large, square De-
partment of State stamp within the visa pages. Per-
sons should check their passports for the stamp be-
fore making the potentially time-consuming trip to
their passport office, said Army Sgt. Judy Thomp-
son of the 510th Personnel Support Battalion at Pan-
zer Casern in Stuttgart.

“We only have one person in our office,” Thomp-
son said. “It could be a long wait in line for someone
if it turned out they already have the stamp.”

In addition to being harder to forge and directing
more scrutinization toward Americans living in Ger-
many, the updated passports enable people to re-
main eligible to use commissaries and buy goods
and services on the German economy without pay-
ing Germany’s 16-percent value-added tax.

Military dependents should bring their passports
and their children’s passports to their local passport
office, which is often located within the base’s ID of-
fice.

Civilian employees would need to obtain a Form
AV 600-77A from their personnel office and bring
the completed form along with their passport to the
passport/ID office.

Some offices are allowing civilians to simply drop
off their Form AV 600-77A at the office and pick up
their laminated card the next day.

Passport agents said people with questions should
phone their local passport office.

E-mail Charlie Coon at: coonc@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Heidelberg volunteers, AFN help students to prepare for college

Courtesy of Juanita Harvin

Volunteer Joyce Ward teaches students how to organize a portfolio of their school work at

a workshop at the Heidelberg Middle School, Germany.

Investigators wait
for autopsy results
in sailors’ deaths

Deadline for
new passport
stamp looms

MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

Civilians and family members in Germany are

required to have the new blue SOFA stamp or identifi-

cation card in their passports by Jan. 15.

Civilians and dependents
must get update by Jan. 15
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BY SCOTT SCHONAUER

Stars and Stripes

More than a month after a U.S.-led assault against
Iraqi insurgents in Fallujah, residents are returning
to a city still in ruins.

Standing water remains on some streets. Downed
power lines are draped over buildings and across al-
leyways. Piles of garbage and rubble litter the
streets.

The overwhelming job of cleaning up the city and
restoring basic services, such as water and electrici-
ty, lies in the hands of Navy Seabees with Naval Mo-
bile Construction Battalion Four, along with Iraqi
contractors.

Hard work is nothing new to the Navy’s construc-
tion workers, but even they admit that helping re-
build the city is a monumental task that will take
time. “Well, we’re pretty good at what we do,” Chief
Petty Officer William Wright, a builder with the
Port Hueneme, Calif.-based battalion, said in a tele-
phone interview. “We’ve got a lot of this debris out
of the road. We’re clearing the roads. But we’re tak-
ing it one step at a time right now.”

Sweeping the streets clean of the muck and debris
continues to be one of the top priorities in addition to
helping deliver humanitarian aid to the thousands of
residents returning to the war-torn town.

Petty Officer 1st Class Sean Stewart, a utilities-
man with Naval Mobile Construction Battalion
Four, compared the mess to the swath of destruction
left by a high-powered hurricane.

Since Dec. 3, the Seabees have pumped 60 million
gallons of water out of the city. But the job isn’t
done, yet.

Some parts of the city are below the water table
and pumps are required to keep water at bay. But
during the conflict, many of the pumps didn’t work
or were deliberately turned off, flooding the streets
with water. The standing water has only made clear-
ing the debris and rubble that much harder.

“Hurricane Andrew when it hit Miami in the
early ’90s would be a pretty good description of the
level of debris,” Stewart said. “The buildings them-
selves are pretty much still structurally sound, still
standing.”

Destruction in some parts of the city are a lot
worse than others. Areas where insurgents hid from
coalition forces got the brunt of the operation’s
brute force to kick them out of town or kill them.

“Those parts of the city were struck harder than
others,” Wright said. “There are parts of the city
that look pretty good, while others are pretty much
destroyed.”

The battalion’s Seabees arrived in August and im-
mediately boosted force protection for Camp Fallu-
jah, where many Marines and unit members call
home in Iraq. The unit has small detachments
spread out across the country supporting Marine
units. The battalion also has Seabees deployed to
Rota, Spain, and across Europe.

Although helping rebuild Fallujah is a tremen-
dous chore, Seabees have noticed a precipitous drop
in the number of insurgent attacks. Before the opera-
tion, members of the battalion came under attack al-
most daily from roadside bombs and small-arms
fire. On Sept. 4, 2004, Petty Officer 2nd Class Eric
Lyle Knott, a steelworker with the battalion, was
killed in a mortar attack at Camp Fallujah.

“We still get some small-arms fire, but not as
much,” Wright said. “Not nearly as much [impro-
vised explosive devices] and not near as many mor-
tar attacks.”

After finishing pumping out the water from the
streets and clearing the debris, Iraqi contractors
and Seabees will focus on restoring electricity. In
the next couple of weeks, the battalion will help
build polling stations and provide support for elec-
tions scheduled Jan. 30.

A typical Seabee with the battalion works as many
as 14 hours a day, seven days a week. One of the big-
gest challenges is making sure sailors get a break
once in awhile so they stay mentally and physically
sharp, Wright said.

“The work is good,” Wright said. “[I’m] proud to
be here helping the Iraqis. I just hope it all works
out in the end.”

E-mail Scott Schonauer at:
schonauers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

PHILIP FORREST/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

Sean Stewart, of NMCB 4, works hard to keep this

pump station running. It supplies water to Camp

Fallujah and many nearby farms.

BY LEO SHANE III

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Chief of
Naval Operations Adm. Vern
Clark said he wants to create a
more skilled and efficient naval
workforce
but insists
that won’t
mean a
1990s-style
drawdown.

“We will
invest what-
ever it takes
for the
growth and
development
of the people
we need but
not one thin
dime for people we don’t need,”
he said.

“Sixty-plus percent of the re-
sources we have are going to pay
for people. … If you jam more peo-
ple into the task, and don’t change
the output, you have added to the
cost and you’re less productive.”

The comments came as Clark
released his annual report outlin-
ing goals for the Navy, which in-
cludes recruiting more college-ed-
ucated people, providing more
training to sailors and Navy civil-
ians, and better coordinating the
responsibilities of the active and
reserve components.

Clark said he does not antici-
pate shrinking the number of
Navy personnel to create a more
efficient service, but did say he’s
“on a campaign to get rid of all
the not-rated people in the Navy.”

Those not-rated sailors, who
often enter the service from jobs
like firefighters or police officers,
lack any specific skill set, accord-
ing to CNO spokesman Cmdr.

Denny Moynihan. Clark said in
the future every sailor should
have a clear career path and set
of desirable skills, like a major
corporation would demand of its
workforce.

“I don’t want people to view
this as a drawdown because this
isn’t a drawdown thing,” he said.
“This is a ‘run the company smart-
er’ thing.”

Navy officials over the next five
months will develop a more com-
prehensive report on improving
the service’s overall skills and
manpower.

Clark also plans on conducting
a new Sea Swap experiment this
year, despite criticism over the
Navy’s decision to rotate crews
on the USS Fletcher while sta-
tioned in Western Australia in-
stead of returning the ship to the
United States.

“Leading change is one of the
hardest things in the world to do,”
he said. “I expect people to react
to something like Sea Swap, be-
cause it’s change. … But this is a
very effective way to operate the
force.”

Clark would not comment on ru-
mors that the Navy will suffer
heavy cuts in the Pentagon’s 2006
budget proposal, and would not
speculate as to how the 2005 Base
Realignment and Closure would
change the service.

But he did say officials will look
for more cooperation between
Navy and Marine operations, es-
pecially in areas where they have
neighboring facilities.

Clark’s report also set goals of
reducing drug and alcohol inci-
dents among servicemembers by
25 percent this year and establish-
ing housing for sailors in port by
2008.

E-mail Leo Shane at:
shanel@stripes.osd.mil

CNO wants more
skilled, efficient
Navy workforce

Seabees left with
Fallujah cleanup

Clark

Clark releases annual report outlining goals

BY LISA BURGESS

Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — The De-
fense Department issued a new
sexual assault policy Tuesday
that will replace the services’
four ways of handling such at-
tacks with a common standard, as
well as offer more confidentiality
for the victim, officials said.

“We are taking fragmented pro-
grams and putting them into one
cohesive program,” Undersecre-
tary of Defense for Personnel and
Readiness David Chu told Penta-
gon reporters Tuesday.

Chu said the new policy is
made up of 11 directives ranging
from how complaints are investi-
gated to better care for victims.

One key directive within the

new policy, Chu said, is the cre-
ation at every installation and de-
ployed location of a “Sexual As-
sault Response Coordinator,” or
SARC, who will be responsible
for monitoring every report of as-
sault from start to finish, as well
as informing victims of their op-
tions for care and possible prose-
cution of their attackers.

Another key directive, said Air
Force Brig. Gen. K.C. McClain,
who heads the joint sexual assault
prevention task force, is “train-
ing, training, training,” through-
out servicemembers’ careers.

But ultimately, the key will be
making servicemembers feel
comfortable about reporting sexu-
al crimes, Chu said.

Fear that reporting sexual as-
sault will damage reputations and

careers “is a proven barrier that
victims carry,” Chu said.

Victims also fear repercussions
for violations they may have com-
mitted before or during an as-
sault, such as excess drinking,
Chu acknowledged.

“To the extent possible, com-
manders should delay the deter-
mination of disciplinary actions
for a victim’s collateral miscon-
duct related to the circumstances
of an alleged sexual assault” until
the final disposition is completed,
the directive says.

The 2005 defense budget autho-
rization ordered the Defense De-
partment to develop and deliver a
new the sexual assault prevention
policy by Jan. 1.

In response to that order, the
policy’s 11 directives have been

sent to Congress and to all four
services, Chu said.

Now it will be up to a Joint Task
Force Sexual Assault Prevention
and Response, which has mem-
bers from all the services, to flesh
out and implement all the direc-
tives, McClain said.

Sexual assault in the military
has been a growing issue since
the war on terror began; reports
came in that women in Iraq and
Kuwait were being assaulted by
other deployed servicemembers.

The Defense Department “un-
derstands our traditional system
does not afford” sexual assault
victims with the care and treat-
ment they need, Chu said.

Last February, Defense Secre-
tary Donald Rumsfeld ordered
the Defense Department to con-
duct a 90-day study on how sexu-

al assault victims are treated in
the military.

The report, released in April,
recommended the creation of a
single place within DOD that
would oversee sexual assault re-
sponse.

The result was the Joint Task
Force Sexual Assault Prevention
and Response, which developed a
new policy “that will ensure …
that the same support system so
all assault cases are responded to
appropriately and in a timely
manner,” Chu said.

But it might take several years
for all the policies to be imple-
mented, according to McClain.

“There is no silver bullet,” she
told reporters Tuesday. “It will
take time” to implement all the di-
rectives.

E-mail Lisa Burgess at:
burgessl@stripes.osd.mil

DOD issues new sexual assault policy
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BY BASSEM MROUE

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Insurgents assassinated
the highest-ranking Iraqi official in eight
months Tuesday, gunning down the gover-
nor of Baghdad province and six of his body-
guards, and a suicide truck bomber killed
10 people at an Interior Ministry comman-
do headquarters, the latest in a string of vio-
lence ahead of Jan. 30 elections.

Five American troops were slain in
three separate attacks, officials said, in the
deadliest day for the U.S. military in Iraq
since a suicide bombing at a mess tent in
Mosul on Dec. 21 killed 22 people, includ-
ing 14 U.S. soldiers and three American
contractors.

The number of U.S. troops wounded in
Iraq since the start of the war in March
2003 has surpassed 10,000, the Pentagon
said Tuesday in a delayed update of its ca-
sualty data. Of the 10,252 total wounded,
the Pentagon said 5,396 were unable to re-
turn to duty and 4,856 sustained injuries
that were light enough to allow them to re-
sume their duties. The total is normally re-
ported each week, but the Pentagon had
not updated the figures since Dec. 22.

On Tuesday, the militant group of Jorda-
nian terrorist Abu Musab al-Zarqawi,
Al-Qaida in Iraq, claimed responsibility
for killing Gov. Ali al-Haidari and his body-
guards, according to a statement posted on
a Web site known for carrying such
claims.

“We tell every traitor and supporter of
the Jews and Christians that this is your
fate,” the statement said. Its authenticity
could not immediately be verified.

Iraq’s insurgents repeatedly have target-
ed government officials and security forc-
es, saying they are allies of the U.S.-led coa-
lition.

More interim Iraqi government officials
are saying the elections should be post-
poned to ensure a higher Sunni voter turn-
out, a sign the ongoing campaign of vio-
lence might be taking its toll on Iraqi re-
solve. The United States and Iraq’s elector-
al commission, however, insist that voting
take place as scheduled.

“So far, there is no postponement ... of
the elections, and they will be held on Jan.
30,” Foreign Minister Hoshyiar Zibari told
reporters. He acknowledged the vote will
“take place under very difficult circum-
stances, which will be a big challenge for
all Iraqis and their government.”

In Washington, White House spokesman
Scott McClellan acknowledged security
“challenges” in Iraq but said it was stick-
ing firm to Iraq’s timetable for elections.

Al-Haidari’s three-vehicle convoy was
passing through Baghdad’s northern neigh-
borhood of Hurriyah when unidentified
gunmen opened fire, said the chief of his
security detail, who asked to be identified
only as Maj. Mazen.

“They came from different directions
and opened fire at us,” Mazen said,
reached on al-Haidari’s cell phone.

Al-Haidari was the target of another as-
sassination attempt last year that killed
two of his bodyguards. He is the high-
est-ranking Iraqi official killed since the
former president of the now defunct Gov-
erning Council — Abdel-Zahraa Othman,
better known as Izzadine Saleem — was as-
sassinated in May.

Al-Haidari worked closely with the
U.S.-led multinational forces on rebuilding
the capital. He had not always sided with
the Americans, however, demanding in Oc-
tober that the United States leave the Green
Zone, the fortified home of the U.S. Embas-
sy and the interim Iraqi government.

On Nov. 1, al-Haidari’s deputy, Hatim
Kamil, was shot to death on his way to work.

The Ansar al-Sunnah Army militant group
claimed responsibility for that attack.

In the American deaths, a roadside
bomb killed three U.S. soldiers in Bagh-
dad, and a soldier and a Marine were
killed in other attacks outside the capital,
the U.S. military said.

The three soldiers killed in the capital
were with Task Force Baghdad, and two
soldiers were wounded in the attack, which
occurred about 11 a.m., the military said.

Elsewhere, a roadside bomb attack
killed one 1st Infantry Division soldier and
wounded another near Balad, 50 miles
north of Baghdad.

A U.S. Marine assigned to the 1st Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force was killed in ac-
tion in western Iraq’s restive Anbar prov-
ince, which includes the former insurgent
stronghold of Fallujah.

Also Tuesday, a tanker truck packed
with explosives detonated near an Interior
Ministry commando headquarters in west-
ern Baghdad, killing 10 people and wound-
ing about 60, the Interior Ministry said.

A suicide driver rammed the truck at a
police checkpoint near the headquarters,
which is also near an entrance of the
Green Zone.

Eight Iraqi commandos and two civil-
ians were killed, the Interior Ministry
said.

Insurgents kill top Iraqi official U.S. deaths
in Iraq

BY JOSEPH L. GALLOWAY

Knight Ridder Newspapers

WASHINGTON — The Army,
beset with complaints that its
troops are going into combat in in-
adequately armored Humvees,
will send an older and less used
class of armored personnel carri-
ers to Iraq after spending $84 mil-
lion to add armor to them.

These vehicles, both veteran
warhorses, are the M113/A3 ar-
mored personnel carrier and the
M577 command post carrier.
Both will be tougher and safer
than newly armored Humvees.

Army officials who pushed
hard over the last two years for
getting the M113 into duty in Iraq
said it was more useful, cheaper
and easier to transport than the

Army’s new wheeled Stryker ar-
mored vehicle, which also is in
use in Iraq.

The Army and Defense Secre-
tary Donald H. Rumsfeld found
themselves at the center of a fire-
storm last month over the pace of
adding armor to the Humvee, a
small transport vehicle that’s
been pressed into service in Iraq
as a combat vehicle. Critics have
charged that even with armor the
Humvee is too easily destroyed
by rocket-propelled grenades and
improvised explosive devices.

An Army representative, who
didn’t want to be identified, said
Monday that $84 million was
being spent to add armor to 734
M113/A3s and M577s.

For the M113s, that includes
hardened steel side armor, a “slat
armor” cage that bolts to the side
armor and protects against RPGs,
anti-mine armor on the bottom
and a new transparent, bullet-
proof gun shield on the top that
vastly improves gunners’ vision.

The M577, nicknamed the
“high-top shoe” for its tall, un-
gainly silhouette, will get only
slat armor and anti-mine armor.
Its high sides can’t take the steel
armor without making the vehi-
cle unstable and even more liable
to roll over.

The slat-type armor essentially
is a metal cage designed to deto-
nate RPGs before they breach

the steel armor and the light alu-
minum wall. Similar slat armor
has been added to the Stryker ve-
hicle.

The armor kits will be pro-
duced in the United States, the
Army representative said, and in-
stalled in Kuwait.

The representative said the
M113 upgrade was requested by
Lt. Gen. Thomas Metz, the
ground commander in Iraq, and
approved by Gen. George Casey,
the commander of multinational
forces in Iraq.

The M113 typically carries a
driver, a commander and 11 in-
fantry soldiers. It can be fitted
with a .50-caliber machine gun or

a MK19 40 mm grenade launch-
er. The M113/A3 version, intro-
duced in 1987, has a bigger
turbo-charged diesel engine, an
improved transmission, steering
and braking package, and inside
liners to suppress spall, the super-
heated molten metal produced by
RPG and tank-round hits. It has a
range of 300 miles and a road
speed of more than 40 mph. It
also can swim.

More than 80,000 M113s in 28
configurations have been manu-
factured since they were intro-
duced in 1960, and they still do
yeoman duty in many of the
world’s armies.

At around 13 tons, the M113 is
much easier to transport than the
behemoth M1A2 Abrams tank,
the Bradley Fighting Vehicle or
even the wheeled Stryker.

Army: Veteran warhorses safer than Humvees

The Associated Press

As of Monday, at least 1,331 mem-
bers of the U.S. military have died
since the beginning of the Iraq war in
March 2003, according to an Associat-
ed Press count. At least 1,048 died as a
result of hostile action, the Defense De-
partment said. The figures include
three military civilians.

The AP count is two lower than the
Defense Department’s tally; it’s not un-
usual for the figures to differ slightly
from day to day.

The British military has reported 76
deaths. Italy has reported 19; Poland,
16; Spain, 11; Ukraine, nine; Bulgaria,
seven; Slovakia, three; Estonia, Thai-
land and the Netherlands, two each.
Denmark, El Salvador, Hungary and
Latvia have reported one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when President
Bush declared that major combat oper-
ations in Iraq had ended, 1,193 U.S. mil-
itary members have died, according to
AP’s count. That includes at least 939
deaths resulting from hostile action, ac-
cording to the military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported by the
U.S. Central Command:

� A Marine was killed Friday in
Iraq’s Anbar province.

The latest identifications reported
by the Defense Department:

� Army Sgt. Damien T. Ficek, 26,
Pullman, Wash.; killed Thursday by
small arms fire in Baghdad; assigned
to the Army National Guard’s 1st Bat-
talion, 161st Infantry Regiment, Spo-
kane, Wash.

� Marine Lance Cpl. Jason E. Smith,
21, Phoenix; killed Friday in Iraq’s
Anbar province; assigned to 1st Light
Armored Reconnaissance Battalion,
1st Marine Division, I Marine Expedi-
tionary Force, Camp Pendleton, Calif.

� Army Spc. Jeff LeBrun, 21, Buffa-
lo, N.Y.; killed Saturday by an explo-
sive in Baghdad; assigned to 2nd Battal-
ion, 15th Field Artillery Regiment,
10th Mountain Division, Fort Drum,
N.Y.

� Marine Lance Cpl. Brian P. Parrel-
lo, 19, West Milford, N.J.; killed Satur-
day in Iraq’s Anbar province; assigned
to Small Craft Company, Headquar-
ters Battalion, 2nd Marine Division, II
Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Le-
jeune, N.C.

Beefed-up M113s and M577s headed for Iraq

Governor of Baghdad province shot; number of U.S. wounded passes 10,000

AP

U.S. and Iraqi security forces gather at the scene Tuesday after a suicide driver rammed

a truck packed with explosives into an Iraqi police checkpoint in western Baghdad. The

attack killed 10 people and wounded 50, police said.
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AL ASAD, Iraq — Since arriv-
ing in Iraq last fall, the Okina-
wa-based 31st Marine Expedition-
ary Unit has undertaken one of
the broadest missions — both in
terms of responsibilities and geog-
raphy — of any U.S. military unit
in the country.

The unit’s area of operations
covers 33,000 square miles,
stretching west from Ramadi to
the borders of Syria, Jordan and
Saudi Arabia. Its missions in-
clude tracking down insurgent
fighters, securing borders, stabi-
lizing the region ahead of national
elections, providing air support,
securing supply routes and patrol-
ling the Euphrates River with a
small-craft company, among oth-
ers.

“The key is to disrupt the insur-
gents’ flow. I view it as keeping
them from crossing the Euph-
rates into the center of gravity:
Baghdad, Ramadi and Fallujah,”
said Col. W. Lee Miller, 31st
MEU commander.

One of the MEU’s toughest as-
signments, Miller said, is patrol-
ling and securing the vast, desert
borders. The Marines work with
and train Iraqi border patrols, in-
cluding military and police units.

In addition to insurgents, the re-
gion is rife with trade and smug-
gling routes that have existed for
thousands of years.

But the mission is not to stop,
for example, nomadic shepherds
from moving their flocks across
the border.

“The things we do look for are
weapons, money and military-age
males who have no business
being in this country,” Miller
said. “My job is to stop as much of
that as possible.”

This week, Marines from the
31st MEU targeted a series of
what they call “transient camps”
for foreign fighters sneaking into
Iraq. The Marines arrested sever-
al suspects, seized weapons and
large amounts of cash, and shut
down suspected insurgent safe
houses.

“The word is out that they’re
going to be cold and miserable.
Those guys who want to get their
jihad on like it’s spring break
won’t want to do that now,” Mill-
er said. “We are better trained
and more motivated. The [insur-
gents] will eventually be eliminat-
ed as a group that can disrupt the
Iraqi government and Iraqi peo-
ple.”

The 31st MEU, which in-
cludes 900 Okinawa-based Ma-
rines and some 2,000 others

from California and Hawaii, has
learned just how volatile their re-
gion can be.

“The atmospherics can change
in 12 to 24 hours,” Miller said.
“For 38 years, the people here
lived under a dictatorial leader.
The population knows that and
lived under his ruthlessness for
most of their lives. It’s going to
take a lot of time to change.”

But Miller says he sees encour-
aging signs that lasting progress
has been made. At vehicle check-
points just after New Year’s, Ma-
rine civil affairs units spoke with
local residents to gauge their feel-
ings on the situation.

While some said the insurgen-
cy and continued fighting were be-
ginning to take a psychological
toll, others reported that local reli-
gious leaders were starting to
preach support for U.S.-led forc-
es, Miller said.

“That is the change in atmo-
spherics that I wanted. These
people realize the best way is to
support the multinational forces
until they can get their own secu-
rity forces on their feet. And
every day, I see positive changes
in the [Iraqi National Guard],”
he said.

“I attribute that to rooting out
the bad guys in the area. Rarely a
day goes by that we don’t have a
success out here, whether big or
small.”

Indeed, the 31st MEU has
captured more than two
dozen fighters in recent
weeks and seized several
large caches of weapons.

But those successes have
not come without a heavy
price. Since arriving in Iraq
last fall, the 31st MEU has
suffered 21 combat deaths
and nearly 150 Marines have
been wounded in action.

Gunnery Sgt. Troy Bruss, 31st
MEU chief of operations, said Ma-
rines here face a full range of at-
tacks: direct small- arms fire, indi-
rect fire such as mortars and rock-
ets, roadside bombs, car bombs,
suicide attacks and land mines.

In some areas, the form of at-
tacks depends “on what part of
the month it is,” said Bruss, a
39-year-old from Bondeul, Wis.

One route has earned the nick-
name “Mine Alley” because of
the insurgents’ tactic of digging
up and reburying land mines at
different locations, sometimes

even triggering them from under
paved roads. Another intersec-
tion is called “IED Corner,” using
the now-ubiquitous military acro-
nym for improvised explosive de-
vice.

The Marines, living at relatively
Spartan camps in a largely barren
area, have become used to 18-hour
duty days, which often stretch into
two days without sleep.

“They are doing a great job.
We can’t ask anything more of
them,” Bruss said.

The unit has had its Iraq de-
ployment extended once, now

putting it on schedule to
return to Okinawa
around March.

“It has been an honor
and is an honor to serve
with these men and
women. They are ex-
tremely selfless and be-
lieve in what they are
doing. Not one has ever
dropped his or her pack,”
Miller said, emphasizing

the importance of building on the

work done so far.

“If we let our guard down, it

can change in a matter of 24

hours. We are obsessed with not

losing the positive ground that

we have gained since getting

here.”

E-mail Joseph Giordono at:

giordonoj@pstripes.osd.mil

The Associated Press

KUWAIT CITY — Kuwait has
arrested up to four members of
its armed forces who are suspect-
ed of plotting to attack allied
troops, a Kuwaiti military spokes-
man said Monday.

Kuwait has witnessed a num-
ber of small-scale attacks on U.S.
troops and civilians in the past
three years. But this is the first

time in many years that serving
members of the armed forces
have been detained on such charg-
es.

“The security apparatus in Mili-
tary Intelligence is investigating
some officers following informa-
tion that they intended to work
against friendly troops,” Brig.
Youssef al-Mullah said.

“They are fewer than five,”
al-Mullah said, adding they were

arrested late last week. “A num-
ber have been released after in-
vestigation.”

He would not say how many re-
mained in military custody. Nor
would he identify the troops they
were suspected of plotting
against. But the targeted troops
are believed to be American.

The United States stations sever-
al thousand troops in Kuwait and
used the small country to launch

its March 2003 invasion of Iraq.
Kuwait continues to serve as a

staging ground for U.S. troops
and equipment going into Iraq.

“It is just an investigation,”
al-Mullah said. “The military judi-
cial proceedings will take their
course.”

Al-Mullah gave no further de-
tails.

The U.S. Embassy in Kuwait
warned American citizens Dec.

15 that it had “credible informa-
tion that terrorist groups are de-
veloping near-term plans for at-
tacks against unspecified targets
in Kuwait.” The embassy urged
nationals to exercise caution and
report any suspicious activity.

Kuwait has stepped up its inter-
nal security in recent days, sta-
tioning armed military and police
vehicles at street junctions, hotels
and embassies.

Marine Cpl. Timothy Failey, a CH-46 Sea Knight crew chief with the

Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron-265, 31st Marine Expeditionary

Unit, scans the skies during a flight over the Iraqi desert last month.

Okinawa-based Marines tasked with dismantling
fighters’ support system and securing border area

Kuwait: Up to 4 soldiers arrested for plotting attacks

31st MEU members work
to cut off insurgents’ aid

PHOTOS BY J.D. CRESS/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps

Mustaf al Fiytar, a member of Iraqi Specialized Special Forces, stands

roadside security with Marines of Company A, 1st Battalion, 23rd

Marines, 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit during a daytime patrol

through the small Iraqi town of Ar Rutbah on Dec. 4.

Those guys who want to get

their jihad on like it’s

spring break won’t want

to do that now.

Col. W. Lee Miller

31st MEU commander
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BAGHDAD — Soldiers from Company B,
1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry Regiment have been
both humanitarian and authoritarian during
their time in Iraq.

During a two-hour mission Monday with the
Iraqi National Guard, the soldiers delivered
hospital supplies to a southern Baghdad clinic,
and then tried to sweat out information from
residents of another neighborhood about who
was planting roadside bombs near one of their
main patrol routes.

For the first part of the patrol, soldiers
helped carry in equipment, chairs and a refrig-
erator as medical staff in white smocks
watched peacefully. The soldiers on guard by
their vehicles remained vigilant but were re-
laxed, even as a handful of area residents gath-
ered to watch.

“We knew that when we were at the clinic,
the area’s relatively calm,” said Sgt. 1st Class
John Shatto, 3rd Platoon sergeant. “We know
they weren’t actively trying to blow us up.”

Less than five minutes after leaving the clin-
ic, however, the soldiers’ attitudes changed.
Gone were the smiles, jokes and relaxed de-
meanors.

“We adjust to the situation at the snap of a fin-
ger,” said Shatto.

Somewhere between the clinic and the cof-
fee shop, that finger snapped.

The soldiers purposefully marched into the
shop. Dominos flew, tea spilled and shouts re-
verberated off the dirty white walls as soldiers
tried to find out who had been setting roadside
bombs, known to troops as improvised explo-
sive devices, or IEDs.

“We had accurate intelligence that people at
the coffee shop knew who planted IEDs there,”
Shatto said.

During the last attack on a U.S. patrol, the
shop and a few others had been uncharacteristi-
cally closed. Whether or not they were respon-
sible for the bombs, the shop owners knew
something was going to happen and could possi-
bly provide information to stop further attacks.

Other soldiers visited a nearby barbershop
and a small garage where two Iraqis worked on
a dusty white sedan.

Gathering back in front of the coffeehouse,
soldiers stormed their way up a flight of stairs
into a handful of apartments. As is almost al-
ways the case, none of the residents admitted
knowing anything.

On the roof, however, they found a fist-size
hole chiseled out of the base of a wall that faced

the street. Looking through the hole, a soldier
stated that it looked straight down on the spot
where the last roadside bomb had gone off. In-
surgents had probably used the roof to trigger
the bomb.

To prevent the site from being used again,
soldiers broke open that part of the wall, with
large pieces crashing into a trash bin three sto-
ries below.

“Company policy is to use minimum force to
accomplish the mission,” Shatto said. “Some
companies and platoons find it easy, but some
have a hard time turning it off.”

Knowing how to react appropriately to the
situation is something each soldier must learn
during his time in Iraq.

“It gets taught, but it boils down to situation-
al awareness,” Shatto said.

Less than 20 minutes later, the finger
snapped again.

The soldiers reboarded their vehicles and
made a two-minute drive to the nearby al
Daura power plant. There, they were again all
smiles and jokes after the promotion ceremony
for a fellow soldier.

“We have to know when to turn that switch
on and when to turn it off,” said Shatto. “It
would be counterproductive to keep it on all
the time.”

E-mail Jason Chudy at: chudyj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Stars and Stripes

A Kitzingen, Germany-based
soldier will serve 12 months in
prison after pleading guilty Nov.
29 of charges that included dere-
liction of duty, malingering and
destruction of government prop-
erty.

According to a case summary
released by the Tikrit, Iraq-based
Task Force Danger, Pvt. Evol Sut-
ton, 20, of the 701st Main Support
Battalion, also was convicted of
disrespect for a noncommis-
sioned officer and disorderly con-
duct in connection with incidents
last summer at Forward Operat-
ing Base Speicher, Iraq. Judge
(Col.) Stephanie Browne also
fined him $795 a month for 12
months, ordered him demoted to
the lowest enlisted rank and hand-
ed him a bad-conduct discharge.

According to the prosecutors’
summary, Sutton balked at per-
forming extra duty for disciplin-
ary reasons in July and violated
Army rules when he then cham-
bered a round in his M16A2 rifle.

Over the next two weeks, a men-
tal health physician examined Sut-
ton and determined that, al-
though the soldier was suffering
from depression, he was faking
mental illness to avoid duty.

When told in August that the
doctor did not support his wish to
be chaptered out of the Army, Sut-
ton became angry, knocking over
a water cooler and wall lockers
and breaking a truck window in
his unit’s motor pool, according to
the trial summary.

Stars and Stripes

A Kitzingen, Germany-based
soldier who shot himself in a leg
in October with a contraband
Iraqi handgun has been sen-
tenced to six months in prison.

Spc. Kenneth Perkins, 25, of
the 4th Battalion, 3rd Air De-
fense Artillery, pleaded guilty
Nov. 30 to charges of malinger-
ing, making a false official state-
ment and violating a lawful gen-
eral order, according to a
court-martial summary re-
leased Friday by the Tikrit,
Iraq-based Task Force Danger.

Judge (Col.) Stephanie
Browne also ordered him re-
duced to the lowest enlisted
rank and handed him a bad-con-
duct discharge.

Perkins acknowledged keep-
ing an Iraqi handgun he found
near a mosque, a violation of the
1st Infantry Division’s General
Order No. 1. He also admitted
that, on Oct. 23, he used it to
shoot himself in the left calf
while on a break from his job at
the Forward Operating Base
Danger mayor’s cell.

According to the summary,
Perkins returned to his unit and
told his superiors he had been
shot from outside the base’s pe-
rimeter by an Iraqi man
dressed in black.

The report, which Perkins
later said he had made up,
prompted an intense search for
the gunman.

Snow patrol

GI who balked
at orders gets
year in prison

Two-sided tasks for troops in Iraq

Soldier who shot himself
sentenced to six months

BRADLEY RHEN/Courtesy of the U.S. Army

Maj. Dan Wilson, operations officer for the 2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry

Regiment, practices his Pashtu with Afghan kids during a New Year’s

Day patrol in Wurjana, Afghanistan. Soldiers plowed through more than

a foot of snow to deliver humanitarian assistance to this village in north-

eastern Paktika province. The mission was supposed to visit two other

villages, but the road became impassable after 14 inches of snow fell.

Jury chosen in Iraqi drowning case

FORT HOOD, Texas — A six-man jury was selected Tuesday for
the military trial of a soldier accused in the drowning death of an Iraqi
civilian, and opening statements were scheduled to begin later in the
afternoon.

Army Sgt. 1st Class Tracy Perkins, of the 4th Infantry Division, is
charged with involuntary manslaughter, conspiracy, aggravated as-
sault, obstruction of justice and lying to investigators.

Perkins, 33, and Army 1st Lt. Jack Saville are accused of ordering
soldiers to push two Iraqis into the Tigris River in January 2004 for vi-
olating curfew. Zaidoun Fadel Hassoun, 19, allegedly drowned.
Saville’s attorneys contend he safely reached shore.

SEALs face hearings in prisoner abuse case

SAN DIEGO — One is accused of punching an Iraqi prisoner. Anoth-
er faces allegations that he kicked, choked and humiliated captives.

Both Navy lieutenants are facing Article 32 hearings this week. The
first hearing was set to begin Tuesday, the second Thursday.

The officer scheduled to appear at Tuesday’s hearing was accused
of punching Manadel al-Jamadi and allowing other Navy personnel to
abuse the prisoner, according to a charge sheet released by the Navy.

On Thursday, the other lieutenant will face allegations that he
kicked, choked and twisted the testicles on prisoners in Iraq in inci-
dents from October 2003 to April 2004, according to his charge sheet.

From wire reports

On recent patrol, GIs balance humanitarian delivery with searches

Wednesday, January 5, 2005 · S T A R S A N D S T R I P E S · PAGE 7



BY JULIANA GITTLER

Stars and Stripes

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia —
Striking images of disaster color
the experience of servicemem-
bers working in the aftermath of
last week’s earthquake and dead-
ly tsunamis in South Asia.

Flying over Indonesia in a
Navy helicopter, Petty Officer 1st
Class Rob Bywater saw entire
towns wiped out along the coast.

“When you flew over all you
could see is a mosque. You literal-
ly saw hundreds of foundations
and nothing else,” he said.

Navy helicopter crewman
Petty Officer 2nd Class David
Matthews described the despair
as “biblical in proportion.”

On the ground in Banda Aceh,
one of the hardest-hit areas, Ma-
rine Capt. Andrew Rice from the
defense attaché office in Jakarta
saw bodies piled along the river
like floating rubble.

“It looks like a huge amount of
debris and then you look closer
and it’s just dozens and dozens of
bodies,” he said. “When you’re
out there and see it, you just can’t
believe it.”

About a thousand servicemem-
bers are on the ground in Thai-
land, Indonesia and Sri Lanka
helping in the relief effort; thou-
sands more are offshore in ships.
Air Force C-130s are moving sup-
plies into the area so Navy
SH-60B Seahawks from the USS
Abraham Lincoln Carrier Group
can ferry them to remote villages.

A dozen Seahawks are moving
about 25,000 pounds of relief sup-
plies a day, bringing Indonesian
medical teams into remote areas
and evacuating dozens of wound-
ed refugees, said Cmdr. Ted Will-
iams, the executive officer of Tac-
tical Electronic Warfare Squad-
ron (VAQ) 131, part of Carrier
Air Wing 2 from the Everett,
Wash.-based Lincoln.

Sailors throughout the ship vol-
unteered to fly out to airstrips
each morning to load and unload
supplies onto the helicopters all
day.

Aboard the helicopters, crew-
men see the devastation.

“I still can’t believe what hap-
pened,” said Petty Officer 2nd
Class Gilbert Salinas, a rescue
swimmer. “You just see where
towns used to be. The foundations
are still there but the rest is in
ruins.”

At several villages, helicopters
dropped boxes down to surging
crowds struggling to reach the
aid. In one location, a man
crawled through mud, gripping
remaining plant roots to brace
against the rotor wash so he could
be first to reach a box of biscuits.

“If you throw out a sandwich
they’ll fight over it. These people
are hungry,” Matthews said.
“When they saw the helo, it gave
them a sense of hope.”

Despite constant sorties, thou-
sands of boxes of relief aid have
piled up in places such as
Bangkok, Thailand and Jakarta

as well as remote airstrips, where
a lack of space for aircraft,
ground crew and simple pallets
and forklifts has slowed the distri-
bution process. U.S. military air-
craft mingle with civilian and mil-
itary planes from around the
world.

“All these places are maxed
out,” said Air Force 1st Lt. KC
Young, a C-130 pilot with the 36th
Expeditionary Airlift Wing from
Yokota Air Base, Japan.

Military aircraft have begun
bringing in pallets, forklifts and
trucks to expedite the distribu-
tion in Indonesia, where boxes of
relief supplies are piling up along-
side the runway.

“It feels like the logjam is break-
ing open and aid is getting in,”
said Tim Gerhardson, assistant
press attaché at the U.S. Embassy
in Jakarta. “We’re in high gear
now and everything is moving.”

Military officials anticipate the
relief effort will last for months.
Once aid distribution is flowing
consistently, sailors from the
ships and civil affairs soldiers
will begin reconstruction efforts,
officials said.

For servicemembers such as
Matthews, the effort is worth long
hours of constant flying.

“I don’t want to go back to the
ship. I wish I could fly more
hours a day, there’s so much to be
done.”

Jim Schulz contributed to this story.

E-mail Juliana Gittler at:
gittlerj@pstripes.osd.mil

BY LELY T. DJUHARI

The Associated Press

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia — A
growing U.S. military aid deliv-
ery effort created its own prob-
lem Tuesday — overflowing hos-
pitals in Indonesia — while else-
where, plans to bring relief to
tens of thousands of survivors of
the tsunami disaster were ham-
strung by transport problems.

The frailty of the aid chain was
exposed when flights carrying
vital supplies into Banda Aceh,
the provincial capital of Indone-
sia’s devastated Aceh province,
were suspended for most of the
day after a cargo plane hit a herd
of cattle and skidded to a halt,
blocking the runway.

In Sri Lanka too, the country’s
only international airport was
brimming with relief, but there
was not enough transport avail-
able to get it to victims.

However, the British military
began arriving to distribute aid,
an officer said.

“There are two naval ships in
the area. One is a warship with
quite a significant crew who
could move ashore and assist. It’s
also got helicopter support and en-
gineering support,” said British
Royal Marines Commando Col.
Gordon Messenger.

The other ship, arriving
Wednesday, can provide fresh
water and fuel, he said.

The helicopters are expected to
fly to areas hit by the tsunamis
and assess the need for help.

Elsewhere in Sri Lanka, a
14-member team of Chinese med-
ics opened a makeshift hospital in
the back of a Buddhist temple.

In northern Sumatra, the Amer-
ican military relief effort contin-
ued at full pace, for the first time
using SH-60 helicopters to deliv-
er aid and evacuate refugees in
addition to the smaller Seahawk
choppers that have been buzzing
up and down the coast in recent
days.

Hospitals and helicopters were
the main needs, said U.S. Marine
Col. Dave Kelley, chief of the U.S.
Support Group-Indonesia, based
at Banda Aceh airport.

Relief crews face
scenes of despair

Washed-out roads, cows on
runway slowing aid efforts

U.S. military aid effort delivers too
many patients for hospitals to handle

JIM SCHULZ/Stars and Stripes

A crowd of people desperate for relief reaches out toward a Navy SH-60B Seahawk delivering aid to Kouati

Sounam, Indonesia. As part of the massive relief effort, U.S. military helicopters and planes are distributing

relief to isolated and starving communities in Indonesia and Sri Lanka devastated by the series of tsunamis.

BY LELY T. DJUHARI

The Associated Press

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia —
The main airport at Indonesia’s
tsunami-battered Sumatra island
was closed for much of the day
Tuesday after a relief plane hit a
herd of cows, hampering the
world’s still-fragile efforts to get
aid to victims of the disaster.

In a startling tale of survival,
an Indonesian man swept off the
shore by last week’s tsunami was
found afloat on tree branches and
debris, the second person to be
found alive on the high seas days
after the disaster, officials said.

World leaders, meanwhile,
headed to southern Asia to get a
firsthand glimpse of the damage
from the Dec. 26 earthquake and
tsunami that killed at least
139,580 people. Secretary of State
Colin Powell — who was in Thai-
land on Tuesday — pledged
America’s full support, and a

donor conference was scheduled
Thursday in Indonesia’s capital.

Powell said Tuesday the out-
pouring of American aid and hu-
manitarian help in the region dev-
astated by the tsunami may also
help Muslim nations see the Unit-
ed States in a better light.

“What it does in the Muslim
world, the rest of the world is giv-
ing an opportunity to see Ameri-
can generosity, American values
in action,” Powell said after meet-
ing with Hassan Wirayuda, his In-
donesian counterpart.

Relief workers said they expect
the death toll to soar by tens of
thousands because surveys of the
western coast of Sumatra, which
was closest to the quake, show it
was hit much harder than previ-
ously thought. Scores of villages
were flattened, and in some areas
few survivors have been seen.

In Washington, the State De-
partment said 16 Americans —
eight in Thailand and eight in Sri

Lanka — died in the disaster. The
number of U.S. fatalities had
stood at 15 for several days.

Rushing aid to anyone still alive
has proved difficult, with roads
and sea jetties washed away.

“We have a logistical night-
mare,” U.N. humanitarian chief
Jan Egeland told NBC’s “Today”
show. “I would say that tens of
thousands of people have re-
ceived no relief,” he said, adding
that the outpouring of aid has
“been just phenomenal.”

Planes were temporarily
grounded Tuesday by the closure
of the small airport in Banda
Aceh, the main city on the island’s
northern tip. The flying was left to
helicopters, mainly based on U.S.
Navy vessels anchored offshore,
to drop food parcels.

No one was hurt when a Boeing
737 relief cargo plane hit cows
after it landed at the airport, but
the closure of the runway high-
lighted the vulnerability of the re-
lief effort as waves of aid began
pouring into Sumatra.

IN THE WORLD
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BY MIKE CORDER

The Associated Press

JAKARTA, Indonesia — Lead-
ers from around the world began
jetting into the tsunami-ravaged
Indian Ocean region Tuesday to
see the destruction and relief ef-
forts for themselves ahead of a
crucial conference on how to pre-
vent a repeat of last week’s car-
nage.

U.S. Secretary of State Colin
Powell was among the first, visit-
ing the Thai resort island of
Phuket, one the hardest-hit plac-
es in southern Thailand, where
more than 5,000 — half of them
tourists — are confirmed dead.
Around the region, the death toll
approached 150,000 with thou-
sands missing.

“The president wanted both of
us to come out here to demon-
strate U.S. commitment to the na-
tions of the region and to make an
assessment of the situation and
see what else we might need to
do,” Powell said.

The American military is spear-
heading the huge aid effort in the

north of Indonesia’s Sumatra is-
land, where more than 90,000 per-
ished.

Also visiting Phuket was Aus-
tralian Foreign Minister Alex-
ander Downer, whose country is
setting up a military hospital on
Sumatra and using a fleet of
cargo planes to ferry supplies to
survivors.

“I’m having discussions during
the course of tomorrow with a
number of Indonesian ministers
about what the situation in Indo-
nesia is, what additional assis-
tance is required, particularly in
the terms of medium and
long-term reconstruction and re-
habilitation of those communities
that have been devastated,”
Downer said after visiting the is-
land.

Singaporean Prime Minister
Lee Hsien Loong flew into
Sumatra on Tuesday to see the
devastation ahead of the donor
summit.

An ambitious plan to set up an
Indian Ocean tsunami warning
system is expected to dominate
the summit.

‘Hugging saint’ pledges $22 million
COCHIN, India — An Indian religious leader

known as “the hugging saint” — because she uses
hugs as a gesture of blessing — pledged $22 million
Monday to help survivors of last month’s devastat-
ing tsunami.

Money donated by Mata Amritanandamayi will
be used to build homes for tsunami victims in the In-
dian states of Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Andhra
Pradesh. Amritanandamayi’s native village of

Parayakadavu in Kerala was among those hit by the
Dec. 26 disaster, which killed more than 139,000
people in South Asia and Africa.

Amritanandamayi — known by her followers as
“Amma,” which means “mother” in several Indian
languages — has devotees throughout India and in
the Americas, Europe, Africa and Asia.

Followers say she has given 30 million hugs in 30
years.

From The Associated Press

Paving the way for relief efforts

HEATHER TOWER/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force

Airmen from the 33rd Aircraft Maintenance Unit at Kadena Air Base, Okinawa, guide an HH-60 Pavehawk

from the 33rd Rescue Squadron as it is loaded Tuesday into a C-17 Globemaster from McChord Air Force

Base, Wash. McChord airmen transported two Kadena Pavehawks to Sri Lanka on Tuesday, and four more

are scheduled for transport this week in support of tsunami relief efforts. In addition to aircraft and equip-

ment, Kadena airmen have loaded more than 145 tons of relief supplies on aircraft bound for South Asia.

Powell surveys
tsunami damage
Leaders in region ahead of summit
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Nelson to headline benefit
AUSTIN — Country singer Willie

Nelson is headlining a benefit concert
to help the relief effort for victims of
the earthquake and tsunami that bat-
tered dozens of countries.

Patty Griffin, Spoon, Joe Ely, Alejan-
dro Escovedo, Bruce Robison and
Kelly Willis and the Geezinslaws are
among other musicians scheduled for
the “Tsunami Relief Austin to South
Asia” concert at the Austin Music Hall
on Sunday night.

Musician Michael Hall said he was
moved to do something beyond writing
a check to a relief charity. He envi-
sioned a benefit concert featuring popu-
lar Austin acts willing to lend a hand.

“I started at the top,” Hall said of his
first call to build a lineup, “and when
Willie said, ‘Count me in,’ I knew we
were off and running.”

Actress donates $1 million
NEW YORK — Actress Sandra Bul-

lock has donated $1 million to the
American Red Cross to help relief ef-
forts in countries affected by the dead-
ly earthquake and tsunami.

Bullock, whose screen credits in-
clude “Miss Congeniality,” “While You
Were Sleeping” and “Speed,” contact-
ed the American Red Cross last week,
the organization said Monday. She also
donated $1 million after the Sept. 11,
2001, terror attacks.

Charity song resurrected
HONG KONG — The classic charity

theme song “We Are the World” is
being revived for tsunami relief efforts
in a new Chinese version featuring
Jackie Chan, Andy Lau, Jacky Cheung
and other top Hong Kong stars.

The latest rendition, simply called
“Love,” is the featured song in Friday’s
Crossing Borders charity performance
organized by the Hong Kong Perform-
ing Artistes Guild.

Michael Jackson and Lionel Richie
wrote the 1985 original to raise money
for Ethiopian famine victims.

“Love” retains the English chorus of
“We Are the World,” but otherwise con-
tains entirely new Chinese lyrics writ-
ten by Johnny Chen and Cheng Kwok-
kong.

From The Associated Press

BY JANIS L. MAGIN

The Associated Press

EWA BEACH, Hawaii — For scien-
tists at the Pacific Tsunami Warning
Center, the world’s most powerful
earthquake happened below the
wrong ocean.

They sat by helplessly when an
9.0-magnitiude quake underneath the
Indian Ocean last week touched off a
series of tsunamis that killed an esti-
mated 150,000 people in South Asia
and Africa.

There were no instruments, such as
tide gauges that measure sea levels,
set up there to let them know that
waves were on the way.

With the instruments, the scientists
think they could have issued warn-
ings that may have saved lives.

“It’s just very, very frustrating,”
said geophysicist Stuart Weinstein,
who was on duty when the disaster
struck. “It’s frustrating for us to learn
about destructive waves from a wire
report, as opposed to a tide gauge.”

Weinstein and his colleagues could
only surmise the earthquake off the
Indonesian island of Sumatra would
set off a tsunami near its epicenter.
They had no way of telling what other
shores it might hit or exactly when.

“I think people have a misconcep-
tion about how much we know,” said
Charles McCreery, the center’s direc-
tor. Predictions are not possible with-
out tide gauges or other such instru-
ments in place, he said.

On Monday, Indonesian President
Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono an-
nounced his nation would join in an in-
ternational effort to set up an
early-warning system for the Indian
Ocean region.

Hawaii has been dealing with the
fear of tsunamis since 1946, when
hundreds of people were killed in
Hilo after an Alaskan earthquake trig-
gered a massive tidal wave. The Pacif-
ic Tsunami Warning Center was es-
tablished three years later and has
been at Ewa Beach since 1960, with a

modern international warning system
in place since 1965.

The warning center’s 185-acre com-
pound, where most of the scientists
also live, sits two blocks from the
beach in a residential stretch of land
west of Pearl Harbor.

Within 15 minutes of first learning
about the Indonesia earthquake, geo-
physicist Barry Hirshorn and Wein-
stein put out a bulletin. They issued a
second bulletin 49 minutes later, re-
vising the quake’s strength from a
magnitude 8.0 to 8.5.

Two hours later, through Internet
reports, they learned a tsunami hit Sri
Lanka. Then officials from Sri Lanka
began to call — a navy commander,
someone in the president’s office, the
U.S. ambassador and the port master.

The scientists managed to reach
Madagascar and the Mauritius Is-
lands through the State Department
in Washington. An official there said
they would try to contact Kenya and
Somalia.

“We tried to get people who had not
yet gotten hit,” Hirshorn said.

BY TOM RAUM

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — U.S. aid to survivors
of the catastrophic Indian Ocean tsunami,
including the largest American military op-
eration in South Asia since the Vietnam
War, could help restore some U.S. prestige
in the Muslim world that has been lost in
Iraq.

But U.S. political leaders and analysts
caution Americans shouldn’t over-trumpet
the American role, or they will risk a back-
lash.

After a sluggish start, President Bush
pushed the U.S. response into high gear, or-
dering an expanding relief mission — by
land, by sea and by air — and enlisting
both his brother, Florida Gov. Jeb Bush,
and his father, former President George
H.W. Bush.

“This gives us an opportunity to remind
the countries in the region that there are
things that we can do that no one else can
do — and, in particular, China can’t do,”
said Jeffrey Bader, a former Asia expert
on the National Security Council in the Clin-
ton administration and now an internation-
al consultant.

“I thought the first few days were a lost
opportunity, but then the administration
stepped up to the plate,” Bader said.

As the U.S. military delivered tens of
thousands of pounds of food and supplies,

Bush sent his hurricane-relief-experienced
brother with Secretary of State Colin Pow-
ell to the region and put his father and
former President Clinton in charge of a
drive for U.S. private contributions.

“The devastation in the region defies
comprehension,” the president said Mon-
day, eight days after one of history’s great-
est disasters claimed an estimated 150,000
lives in 12 countries and left millions
stunned and homeless.

Ship-based helicopters as well as Air
Force cargo planes and Navy surveillance
aircraft joined the humanitarian relief ef-
fort, and thousands of Marines were on the
way. The Pentagon also dispatched a
1,000-bed hospital ship from San Diego.

The mission is one the United States is
uniquely equipped to carry out, with a mili-
tary budget that dwarfs all other nations.

Images of U.S. troops delivering sup-
plies and medical help to survivors in
wrecked villages was a welcome contrast
with months of pictures of fierce fighting,
prisoner abuses by U.S. soldiers, suicide
bombings and land mine attacks in Iraq.

But while the United States may gener-
ate some goodwill among Muslims and
blunt al-Qaida recruiting efforts, it will be

squandered “if the purpose of this is seen
as political rather than humanitarian,”
Bader said.

Indonesia, which suffered the largest
loss of life in the tragedy, has the largest
Muslim population in the world. The Bush
administration hopes to bring it and other
afflicted nations more directly into its war
on terrorism.

Powell called it “an investment in nation-
al security.”

Still, he told reporters, “We are not doing
this because we are seeking political advan-
tage or just because we are trying to make
ourselves look better with the Muslims. We
are doing this because these are human be-
ings in desperate need, and the United
States has always been a generous, compas-
sionate country.”

Michael O’Hanlon, a military and for-
eign policy analyst at the Brookings Institu-
tion, said the relief and reconstruction ef-
fort should bring “some slight benefit” in
terms of improving the U.S. image. “It al-
ways is nice to be able to help people.

“On the other hand, if we push that argu-
ment ourselves, that we should be forgiven
for past sins or perceived sins because now
we are helping out, people will think we’re
being very crass and exploiting a humani-
tarian tragedy for our own benefit,” O’Han-
lon said.

The U.S. response “was necessary, and
not really debatable,” he added.

BY RODRIQUE NGOWI

The Associated Press

NAIROBI, Kenya — At least 50,000 peo-
ple in Somalia urgently need food, water,
shelter and medical care a week after dead-
ly tsunamis slammed African shores, a gov-
ernment spokesman said.

Some 24 countries, including the United
States, Italy, Germany and Saudi Arabia,
have pledged to send relief supplies to So-
malia, but nothing has arrived on the
ground, said Somali presidential spokes-
man Yusuf Mohamed Ismail. He said survi-
vors urgently need help after losing their
homes and livelihoods.

“We are very happy that relief supplies

have arrived in Asia, which was hit the
hardest by the tragedy, but Somalia —
which has been ravaged from a 13-year
civil war, drought and political neglect —
also needs emergency help to deal with the
latest calamity,” Yusuf said.

At least 200 people were killed and many
others are missing after violent waves ham-
mered the Somali coast on Dec. 26, Yusuf
said.

In Myanmar, scientists and Myanmar
exile groups are questioning the secretive
government’s official death toll of 59 from
the tsunami, saying many more people
may have been killed.

Aid agencies have said at least 90 were

killed in southern coastal areas and islands
just across the border from Thailand,
where more than 5,000 died. Others say
the toll could be in the hundreds.

Sean Healy, spokesman for Doctors
Without Borders in Australia, said the sta-
tus of outlying islands remained a question
amid early indications that the mainland
coast was not badly hit.

“There is destruction there, but it’s not
the total devastation that we’re seeing in
other parts of the region,” he said.

Healy said official government figures
were possibly on the low side, but did not
appear to be exaggerated, based on what
his group has seen in the areas of Myan-
mar it has been able to visit so far.

Tsunami frustrates scientists

AP

Barry Hirshorn, a geophysicist with the National Weather

Service Pacific Tsunami Warning Center, in Ewa Beach,

Hawaii, monitors computer tracking systems watching for

tsunami activity in the Pacific Ocean on Thursday..

Warning center felt helpless when quake hit Indian Ocean

Relief efforts may boost U.S. image

Somalia, Myanmar also hit hard by disaster

Analysis
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BY GEORGE JAHN

The Associated Press

VIENNA, Austria — The U.N.
atomic watchdog agency has
found evidence of secret nuclear
experiments in Egypt that could

be used in weapons programs,
diplomats said Tuesday.

The diplomats told The Associ-
ated Press that most of the work
was carried out in the 1980s and
1990s but said the watchdog —
the International Atomic Energy

Agency — also is looking at evi-
dence that suggests some were as
recent as a year ago.

Specifically, said one of the dip-
lomats, the Egyptians “tried to
produce various components of
uranium” without declaring it to

the IAEA, as they were bound to
under the Nuclear Nonprolifera-
tion Treaty.

Among the products were sev-
eral pounds of uranium metal and
of uranium tetrafluoride — a pre-
cursor to uranium hexafluoride
gas, said the diplomat, who de-
manded anonymity.

Uranium metal can be pro-
cessed into plutonium, while ura-
nium hexafluoride can be en-
riched into weapons grade urani-
um — both for use in the core of

nuclear warheads.
He said the Vienna-based agen-

cy has not yet drawn a conclusion
on the scope and purpose of the ex-
periments.

But the diplomat said the work
appeared to have been sporadic,
involved small amounts of materi-
al and to have lacked a particular
focus.

That, he said, indicated that the
work was laboratory scale and
not directly geared toward creat-
ing a full-scale program to make
nuclear weapons.

AP

Suspect Johann Bronte, left, brother-in-law of French-Algerian terror-

ism suspect Djamel Beghal, hides his face as he leaves the courtroom

during a break in the trial of the U.S. Embassy bombing plot in Paris.
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BY PIERRE-ANTOINE

SOUCHARD

The Associated Press

PARIS — The trial of six men
accused of plotting to bomb the
U.S. Embassy in Paris opened
with testimony from the suspect-
ed ringleader.

Voluble French-Algerian
Djamel Beghal, 39, told the Paris
court on Monday that he had
been kept in solitary confinement
awaiting trial since his arrest in
2001. Terrorism suspects are
sometimes detained alone for se-
curity reasons.

“I’ve not spoken for three
years, so now I’m going to catch
up,” he said.

He explained how he moved to

France in his 20s, married, did
odd jobs and found his Islamic
faith, which became “one of my
reasons for living.”

Asked if he considers himself a
radical, he replied: “I am a Mus-
lim and Muslim to the hilt.”

Moving to Britain in the 1990s
enabled him to practice Islam “in
a complete manner,” Beghal
added. But, following problems
with British authorities, in 2000
he and his family moved to Af-
ghanistan — then under Taliban
control. He called it “an Islamic
country where I found the most
answers to my questions.”

Beghal, carrying an illegally ob-
tained French passport, was ar-
rested in July 2001 in the United
Arab Emirates after leaving Af-

ghanistan, where he allegedly
lived in terror training camps. He
was extradited to France in late
September 2001.

During two months of deten-
tion in Dubai, he told local authori-
ties of a plot to target U.S. inter-
ests in France, notably the Ameri-
can Embassy, and said the
scheme was ordered by Osama
bin Laden’s terror network, offi-
cials have said.

The investigation into the al-
leged plot was opened on Sept. 10,
2001 — a day before the U.S. ter-
ror attacks.

The suspects are charged with
criminal association with a terror-
ist enterprise, and risk up to 10
years in prison if convicted. The
trial is to last until Feb. 16.

All six suspects attended the
opening day Monday, but only Be-
ghal testified.

Beghal has previously alleged-
ly identified a Tunisian accom-
plice — former professional soc-
cer player Nizar Trabelsi — who

was to enter the U.S. Embassy
wearing a bomb belt.

However, Beghal later recant-
ed that testimony and suggested
he had been tortured in Dubai
and forced to make up the story,
officials have said.

Diplomats: Egyptian scientists produced nuclear material

U.S. Embassy bomb plot
trial under way in Paris

Kenya completes first major market cleanup

NAIROBI, Kenya — Workers at Kenya’s main market killed some
6,000 rats, trucked away 750 tons of garbage and sucked 70 tons of
human waste out of latrines in three days of the first major cleanup of
the market in 30 years, an official said Tuesday.

The Wakulima Market, which supplies fresh food to most of Nairo-
bi’s 3 million residents, was a public health hazard, with rubbish piling
up 7 feet deep in some places, said Local Government Minister
Musikari Kombo.

Britain’s Freedom of Information Act takes effect

LONDON — Britons get their first opportunity to test the country’s
new Freedom of Information Act on Tuesday, when the nation goes to
work after an extended New Year holiday.

But the government was already making clear that there were limits
to its new openness, insisting in particular that it would not release the
attorney general’s advice on the legality of the Iraq war.

“Whether or not information is disclosed depends on the act, but
every government needs space to take advice,” Lord Falconer, the lord
chancellor — or chief legal officer — said Monday.

Fireworks explode inside Austrian man’s car

LINZ, Austria — An Austrian man trying to set off fireworks from
his parked car was seriously injured when a rocket blew up inside the
vehicle, authorities said Tuesday.

The 28-year-old victim suffered injuries to his head and a hand in
the explosion. Police said the man was trying to shoot the fireworks
from his car windshield into a field, and that the pyrotechnics blew up
as he was lighting them inside the car.

Security measures at U.S. Embassy in Berlin

BERLIN — Concrete barriers erected outside the U.S. Embassy in
Berlin after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks have been moved back,
but police said Tuesday there has been no change to the “security con-
cept” for the downtown building.

The barriers were moved back from the chic Unter den Linden boule-
vard closer to the embassy in late December in response to a new U.S.
Embassy “security analysis,” said police spokesman Andreas Polley.

From The Associated Press
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The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Ice and
snow kept California’s heavily
traveled main north-south high-
way closed for a second day Tues-
day as residents awaited the next
storm in the parade of wild weath-
er that has hammered the state
and plowed eastward into the
Rockies and Plains.

The storms that started just over
a week ago have piled snow 9 feet
deep on higher spots in Califor-
nia’s Sierra Nevada, soaked Los
Angeles with record rainfall,
caused mudslides and knocked out
power to thousands of customers.

A 40-mile stretch of Interstate
5 remained shut Tuesday north of
Los Angeles because as much as
2 feet of snow had fallen on top of
a layer of ice at Tejon Pass, eleva-
tion about 4,200 feet, the Califor-
nia Highway Patrol said. The
CHP closed the freeway early
Monday and there was no imme-
diate indication Tuesday when it
might be reopened.

The closing idled hundreds of
truckers and other travelers who
didn’t want to turn around to take
a detour looping around the moun-
tains and through the desert.

Up to 3 feet of snow had fallen
since early Monday in the moun-
tains north of Los Angeles.

The storms were sparked by an
extensive low pressure system
that edged down from the Gulf of
Alaska and remained parked off
the Pacific Northwest coast. The
latest front was expected to linger
through Tuesday and another sys-
tem was to move across the state
later this week.

Authorities reported one weath-
er-related death Monday — a
man killed when his car went off
a road and slammed into a tree.
Last week, five deaths were
blamed on the weather in Califor-
nia, along with two others in Ari-
zona and two in Colorado.

As rain spread eastward from
California, two people were miss-
ing Tuesday in central Arizona
after they tried to cross a swollen
stream near the small community
of Punkin Center, 40 miles north-
east of Phoenix. A woman who
crossed the stream with them
was rescued, said Fritz Day, dis-
patch supervisor for the Gila
County Sheriff’s Office.

About 20 people were evacuat-
ed early Tuesday because of flash
flooding in the area of Punkin
Center, Day said.

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Details of a record $100 mil-
lion settlement between alleged victims of priest sex-
ual abuse and the Roman Catholic Diocese of Or-
ange were unsealed, with church leaders saying it
would make the diocese a “holier, humbler and
healthier church.”

Alleged victims sobbed and hugged Monday as
they spoke publicly about the deal that was nearly
two years in the making. Some thanked Bishop Tod
D. Brown, who as head of the diocese negotiated
what has become the largest clergy abuse settle-
ment in history.

The settlement was reached Dec. 2, but was
under a court seal for a month as the parties signed
off on it. It surpasses the $85 million the Archdio-
cese of Boston agreed to pay 552 plaintiffs in 2002.

The settlement resolves 90 lawsuits against the di-
ocese that included allegations against 31 priests, 10
lay personnel, one religious brother and two nuns.

“Today, we can stand and we can say, I forgive
you. And of course I do, of course we forgive you,”
said Mark Curran, one of those whose lawsuits
against the diocese led to the settlement.

Payouts were based on the length and severity of
abuse and other factors, but how much each plain-
tiff is getting remains confidential.

Half of the payout will come from the diocese and
the other half will be paid by its eight insurance car-
riers. The agreement also calls for the release of
nearly all confidential documents from diocesan per-
sonnel files of the accused after a judge’s review; at-
torneys estimated the first records could be re-
leased within two months.

Some 800 clergy abuse lawsuits are still pending
statewide.

BY DAN EGGEN

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — A dozen high-rank-
ing retired military officers took the unusu-
al step this week of signing a letter to the
Senate Judiciary Committee expressing
“deep concern” over the nomination of
White House counsel Alberto R. Gonzales
as attorney general, marking a rare mili-
tary foray into the debate over a civilian
post.

The group includes retired Army Gen.
John M. Shalikashvili, former chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. The officers are
one of several groups to separately urge
the Senate to sharply question Gonzales
during a confirmation hearing Thursday
about his role in shaping legal policies on
torture and interrogation methods.

Although the GOP-controlled Senate is
expected to confirm Gonzales to succeed
Attorney General John Ashcroft, some
Democrats have vowed to question him ag-
gressively amid continuing revelations of
abuses of military detainees in Iraq, Af-
ghanistan and Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

The letter signed by the retired officers,
compiled by the group Human Rights First
and sent to the committee’s leadership
Monday night, criticizes Gonzales for his
role in reviewing and approving a series of
memorandums arguing, among other
things, that the United States could lawful-
ly ignore portions of the Geneva Conven-
tions and that some forms of torture “may
be justified” in the war on terror.

“Today, it is clear that these operations
have fostered greater animosity toward

the United States, undermined our intelli-
gence gathering efforts and added to the
risks facing our troops serving around the
world,” the officers wrote, referring to the
Bush administration’s detention and inter-
rogation policies.

Although it stops short of directly oppos-
ing Gonzales’ nomination, the three-page
letter contains sharp criticism of his deci-
sions related to military legal issues and ar-
gues that he is “on the wrong side of histo-
ry.”

“Repeatedly in our past, the United
States has confronted foes that, at the time
they emerged, posed threats of a scope or
nature unlike any we had previously
faced,” the letter reads. “But we have been
far more steadfast in the past in keeping
faith with our national commitment to the
rule of law.”

In addition to Shalikashvili, other promi-
nent signatories to the letter include re-
tired Marine Gen. Joseph P. Hoar, former
chief of the Central Command; former Air
Force Chief of Staff Merrill A. McPeak;
and Lt. Gen. Claudia J. Kennedy, the Ar-
my’s first female three-star general. Sever-
al, including Shalikashvili, supported the
failed presidential candidacy of Democrat
John F. Kerry.

Richard H. Kohn, a military historian at
the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill who specializes in military-civilian af-
fairs, said the letter is extremely rare, if
not unprecedented.

“I don’t know of any precedent for some-
thing like this,” Kohn said. “A retired
group of military officers bands together to
virtually oppose a Cabinet nominee? And a
non-military one? It is highly unusual, to
say the least.”

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The new
Congress convenes with
House Republicans, leery of a
bruising floor fight, stepping
back from plans to significant-
ly relax ethics rules that en-
snared Majority Leader Tom
DeLay.

GOP leaders stressed that
they didn’t want the ethics
issue to sidetrack their greater
goals for this session of Con-
gress, such as overhauling the
Social Security system.

“It would have been the
right thing to do, but it was be-
coming a distraction,” said
John Feehery, spokesman for
House Speaker Dennis Hast-
ert, R-Ill., referring to a relax-
ation in ethics rules — includ-
ing one that would make it
more difficult to rebuke mem-
bers whose misconduct
doesn’t reach the level of spe-
cific rule or law violations.

The House and Senate were
opening the 109th session of
Congress at noon Tuesday
with the swearing-in of new
members, a ceremony that
makes official the GOP gains
of the November elections.

Republicans picked up four
seats in the Senate, to reach 55,
and will command 232 of the
435 House seats, an increase of
three.

The House will then take up
the GOP-proposed rules chang-
es, which, despite the modifica-
tions made by Republicans at a
closed-door meeting Monday,
are likely to generate Demo-
cratic protests.

The proposals will make it
harder to proceed with an eth-
ics investigation by requiring a
majority vote of the evenly di-
vided ethics committee. The
current system allows an inves-
tigation to begin automatically
if there is no action in 45 days.

AP

A truck is stopped Monday due to heavy snow on Interstate 5, the

primary north-south route connecting California, near Gorman. Heavy

snow shut down the major highway north of Los Angeles and slowed

post-holiday travel in the Sierra Nevada as Californians grappled with a

second week of stormy weather.

Calif. suffers from
storm aftereffects

Ethics
focus as
Congress
convenes

Laser charges

NEWARK, N.J. — A man
who initially claimed his
daughter aimed a laser at a he-
licopter was charged after he
told federal agents that he
pointed the light beam at two
aircraft, authorities said Tues-
day.

David Banach of Parsippany
faces charges of interfering
with the operator of a mass
transportation vehicle and
making false statements to the
FBI. He is scheduled to appear
in U.S. District Court on Tues-
day afternoon.

The aircraft were targeted
by the lasers near Teterboro
Airport.

From The Associated Press

$100M church abuse deal unsealed

IN THE STATES

Military officers criticize Gonzales nomination
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BY LIZ SIDOTI

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — On the eve
of taking office, the most watched
new arrival in the nation’s capital
says it’s way too early to talk
about his place in history.

“I haven’t done anything yet,”
Barack Obama, Illinois’ new sena-
tor and a rare bright spot in a
Democratic Party that took it on
the chin in the November elec-
tions, told reporters Monday.

Obama, the first black man in
the Senate in 25 years and only
the fifth in history, became an
overnight celebrity with his key-
note address to the Democrats’
convention last July in Boston.

Almost overnight, the Ha-
waii-born son of a black father
from Kenya and a white mother
from Kansas became a darling of
the party.

“When you start talking about
history, that’s measured, you
know, over decades and over a
lifetime of accomplishment,” he
said Monday. “It’s not measured
by making a speech or getting
elected to something.”

A state senator from Chicago,
Obama bested a crowded Demo-
cratic primary field of seven can-

didates to win the party’s nomina-
tion for the U.S. Senate seat held
by retiring Republican Sen. Peter
Fitzgerald. He easily defeated Re-
publican Alan Keyes in the gener-
al election after the original GOP
nominee, investment banker Jack
Ryan, dropped out when embar-
rassing sex allegations surfaced
in divorce papers.

Democrats have high hopes for
the 43-year-old Obama. Even be-
fore he reached Washington, talk
swirled of an Obama run for presi-
dent in 2008.

It’s a notion Obama dismisses:
“I’m not running for national of-
fice. I am here to be sworn in as
the United States senator from
the state of Illinois. I will not be
running for president in ’08.”

That doesn’t mean he won’t be
involved in the debate over what
direction the Democratic Party
should take after Sen. John Ker-
ry’s loss to President Bush and
Republican gains in the House
and Senate in November.

He said the party has lost sight
of its values and continues to let
Republicans stereotype Demo-
crats and define their dogma. “I
don’t think that we need a messi-
ah. I think we need to gather to-
gether,” he said.

Woman spends last days warning about smoking

Senate star deflects attention

Cost of Nichols’ defense tops $4M
OKLAHOMA CITY — Oklahoma taxpayers

spent almost $4.2 million to provide a defense for
Oklahoma City bombing conspirator Terry
Nichols, paying for such things as books, seminars,
lawn care, coffee sweetener and an alarm system.

Details of the expenditures had been previously
sealed by court order, but were opened Monday at
the request of The Oklahoman, The Tulsa World
and The Associated Press. Court-appointed de-
fense attorney Brian Hermanson did not return
telephone calls seeking comment.

Crüe curses, no one complains
LOS ANGELES — NBC hasn’t received any

calls about the F-word that Mötley Crüe’s Vince
Neil dropped during the live New Year’s Eve

broadcast of “The Tonight Show With Jay Leno.”
“Happy [expletive] New Year, Tommy!” Neil

said to bandmate Tommy Lee shortly after mid-
night, USA Today reported Monday. The remark
was carried to viewers on the East Coast but was
edited out before it was broadcast in the West.

Man convicted in boot camp death
PHOENIX — The director of a boot camp for

troubled youths was convicted of manslaughter
Monday in the death of a 14-year-old camper who
collapsed in the triple-digit desert heat.

Charles Long, 59, a former Marine, was charged
with second-degree murder in the July 2001 death
of Anthony Haynes, but the jury found him guilty
of the lesser charge of reckless manslaughter.

The camp was shut down after the teen’s death.

From The Associated Press

BY JENNIFER C. KERR

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Federal offi-
cials involved in a U.S.-funded re-
search project in Uganda were
more interested in promoting an
AIDS drug than patient safety,
says a government whistleblow-
er. The research was aimed at
finding ways to protect babies in
Africa from HIV infection.

In prepared remarks for a hear-
ing Tuesday, Dr. Jonathan Fish-
bein charged that the study in
Uganda was “so poorly conduct-
ed that its data must be rendered
invalid as a matter of law, policy
and human health.”

The hearing before a National
Academy of Sciences panel
marked Fishbein’s first public tes-
timony since a series of articles
by The Associated Press detailing
problems with the project.

Fishbein, who is fighting a deci-
sion by the National Institutes of
Health to fire him, is one of sever-
al employees at the government’s
premier health research agency
to question the Uganda study. It
involved giving the AIDS drug,
nevirapine, to pregnant women to
prevent HIV transmission to
their babies.

NIH has acknowledged that the
Uganda research failed to meet
required U.S. standards. But it
maintains hundreds of thousands
of African babies have been
saved by using single doses of the
drug to block the AIDS virus.

Nevirapine is an antiretroviral

drug used since the 1990s to treat
adult AIDS patients and is known
to have potentially lethal side ef-
fects, such as liver damage, when
taken in multiple doses over time.

New concerns have surfaced
more recently that nevirapine
also may cause long-term resis-
tance in patients to further AIDS
treatments. It is marketed in the
United States as Viramune.

Fishbein, an expert hired by
the National Institutes of Health
to improve agency research prac-
tices, said top officials at NIH be-
came “so heavily invested in the
[Uganda] trial’s outcome” that
they could not be objective.

“The old adage ‘garbage in, gar-
bage out’ is apt,” said Fishbein in
remarks prepared for the hear-
ing.

Fishbein cited shoddy data col-
lection, record-keeping and quali-
ty control issues. “We can ill af-
ford to entrust the lives of people
to invalid data,” he said in his tes-
timony.

Fishbein told NIH’s AIDS re-
search chief in 2003 that the
Uganda study should not be re-
sumed. The agency had stopped
the research for 15 months after
auditors, medical experts and oth-
ers disclosed problems with the
project.

The concerns were dismissed,
and the clinic reopened.

Fishbein alleges he’s being
fired as retaliation, but the agen-
cy says he’s being terminated for
poor performance during his pro-
bation period.

BY ERIK SCHELZIG

The Associated Press

RAINELLE, W.Va. — The
42-year-old woman made her
point quickly, because she had so
little time left.

“I have lung cancer,” Janet
Wells said. “They told me that I
would die within a matter of a few
months.”

The doctors were right, al-
though they underestimated how
much time she had left. The wife
and mother got nine months in-
stead of six to tell her story in tele-
vision ads warning of the dangers
of smoking.

After learning that her cancer
had spread to her spinal cord and
brain, Wells taped several inter-
views in February for the state Di-
vision of Tobacco Prevention, fund-
ed by money paid by the tobacco in-
dustry through an agreement that
settled lawsuits in 46 states.

“I hope some people, especially
other mothers of young children,
can come to understand just how
deadly their smoking is,” Wells
said in one of the two ads. “I
didn’t know lung cancer spread to

your brain. I didn’t know ciga-
rette smoking would cause brain
cancer. It does.”

The first advertisement aired
just before Wells died on Nov. 24.

Wells said “it put her mind at

ease” to find out that calls to the
state’s quit lines had surged by 40
percent after the ad aired in 21

eastern counties, said Jean Ten-
ney, regional coordinator with an
anti-smoking group.

Like many West Virginians,
Wells began smoking in her early
teens; the state Department of
Health and Human Resources
says 28.5 percent of high school
teens smoke. The state consistent-
ly ranks near the nation’s top for
adult smoking, with a rate of 28.4
percent in 2002.

The department estimates
smokers cost West Virginia $1.8
billion a year in health care and
occupational costs and that more
than one in five residents die each
year because of smoking-related
illnesses.

In the interviews, Wells dis-
cussed her lost future.

“I’ve got projects that I never
got around to, and need to get
done. I can’t do them now,” she
said. “I have a very long to-do list
that that lung cancer has really
fouled up in a big way.”

The state is preparing to re-
broadcast the ads to more state
television markets this month to
encourage New Year’s resolu-
tions, and plans to share the re-
cordings with other states.

Obama not yet looking for his place in history
NIH scientist calls
U.S. study of AIDS
in Uganda ‘invalid’

AP

Dwight Wells of Rainelle, W.Va., sits next to the gravesite of his wife, Janet, at his home in December.

Before her death, from lung cancer on Nov. 24, Janet Wells led a short campaign of anti-tobacco ads.

AP

Senator-elect Barack Obama,

D-Ill, meets with other newly

elected members of Congress on

Monday before the start of a

ceremony at the White House in

Washington.
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CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — Solicitations
from charities come in many
forms — e-mail, letters, phone
calls or a person at your door.
Here are some tips to sort out
the requests and ensure your do-
nation goes to a legitimate chari-
ty — not a scam artist.

Telephone solicitations: Don’t
pledge a donation over the
phone, advises the Federal
Trade Commission. Instead, ask
that the charity mail informa-
tion to you about its programs
and practices.

If the telephone solicitor
claims that the charity will sup-
port local organizations, call
those organizations to verify.

Never provide your bank or
credit card information over the
phone.

Make your donation via a
mailed check instead — once
you’ve checked out the charity
thoroughly.

Mail or e-mail solicitations:
By law, you aren’t required to
pay for any gift sent as an entice-
ment to donate, reports the
Council of Better Business Bu-
reaus.

Donation requests sent in the
form of invoices or bills should
be reported to your local BBB.

Mailed information about a
charity should give you specific
details about the charity’s pro-
grams and how its operations
are run. Avoid donating to pro-
grams that are heavy on heart-
felt appeal, but lack basic details
about the charity and its pro-
grams.

In-person solicitations: Ask to
see the solicitor’s personal iden-
tification.

Get literature about the chari-
ty, as well as its full mailing ad-
dress.

Ask questions. Legitimate
charity representatives should
be knowledgeable about the
charity’s programs and practic-
es and will be happy to answer
your questions.

If you’re asked to buy items to
benefit a charity, find out what
the charity’s share would be.

Don’t donate if the solicitor
uses pressure tactics — defined
by the BBB as intimidation,
threats or repeated visits. If you
decide to donate, write a check
to the charity — not the solicitor.

BY EILEEN AMBROSE

The Baltimore Sun

For households with college-bound students,
January will seem more like the hectic days lead-
ing to April 15, with parents scrambling to get
their income and tax information together as they
begin the financial aid process.

Jan. 1 is the first day that families can submit
the Free Application for Federal Student Aid, the
form that’s used to determine what federal aid a
college student will receive for the upcoming aca-
demic year. States and many private schools also
use the FAFSA for dishing out aid.

Even if students and their parents don’t think
they will be eligible for aid, they should fill out the
form, experts said.

Financial aid formulas are complicated, and it’s
difficult for families to know whether they will
qualify or not.

Half of undergraduates — or 8 million students
— in the 1999-2000 academic year failed to apply
for aid. As many as 850,000 of those would have
been eligible for a Pell Grant that’s designed to
help low- to moderate-income students, according
to a recently released survey by the American
Council on Education.

Tuition, fees, room and board at a four-year pub-
lic institution this year averaged $11,354, or 7.8
percent up over last year, according to the College
Board. At a private four-year school, the price tag
was $27,516, a 5.6 percent increase.

“The first thing is not to get overwhelmed,” said
Ellen Frishberg, director of student financial ser-
vices for the Johns Hopkins University in Balti-
more. “A lot of Americans have a fear of forms.”

The next step is to check out the deadlines, be-

cause meeting them is critical. The federal govern-
ment will process FAFSA forms submitted for the
2005-2006 academic year up until June 30, 2006,
but schools and states have their own deadlines for
awarding aid that are much earlier than that.

Schools may require the FAFSA to be sent in as
early as late January or mid-February.

“Don’t let the fact that filling out the FAFSA is a
daunting task get in the way of starting early. The
procrastinator does lose out in the process,” said
Mark Brenner, president of College Loan Corp., a
student loan provider based in San Diego.

Once you know the deadlines, get organized. Col-
lect bank statements, investment records, W-2
forms and other financial documents. It’s helpful
to have 2004 federal tax returns because a lot of
the information requested on the FAFSA is on the
tax form.

But with some deadlines so early, parents some-
times must file the FAFSA before they have had
time to prepare their tax returns. If you submit the
FAFSA before filing taxes, you can reconstruct
your income using the last paycheck stub for the
year or last year’s tax return, experts said.

“You don’t need to use the exact figure from the
1040. It’s a good idea to be as close as possible. ...
You will have an opportunity to correct errors
later,” said Mark Kantrowitz, publisher of FinAid,
an online source for financial aid information.

You can submit a paper FAFSA form, but ex-
perts advise filling out the form online at
www.fafsa.ed.gov. The computer system is likely
to flag errors so families can immediately correct
mistakes and online forms can be processed fast-
er. By the time a paper form is returned to parents
and students for corrections and sent back, it’s pos-
sible the family might miss a crucial deadline.

EXCHANGE RATES
Military rates

Euro costs ......................................... $1.3741
Dollar buys ....................................... €0.7277
British pound ....................................... $1.95
Japanese yen (Jan. 5) ........................ 102.00
South Korean won (Jan. 4) ........... 1,009.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ................................ 0.37698
British pound .................................... $1.9048
Canada (Dollar) ................................. 1.2071
Denmark (Krone) ................................... 5.25
Egypt (Pound) .................................... 6.0702
Euro ....................................... $1.3483/0.7417
Hong Kong (Dollar) .............................. 7.778
Hungary (Forint) ................................ 182.30
Iceland (Krona) .................................. 61.905
Israel (Shekel) .................................... 4.3197
Japan (Yen) ........................................ 102.68
Kuwait (Dinar) .................................. 0.29195
Norway (Krone) ..................................... 5.80
Philippines (Peso) ................................ 56.14
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ............................. 3.59
Singapore (Dollar) ............................ 1.6395
South Korea (Won) ........................ 1,038.00
Switzerland (Franc) ............................... 1.09
Thailand (Baht) .................................... 38.88
Turkey (New Lira) ............................. 1.3402

(Military exchange rates are those
available to customers at military bank-
ing facilities in the country of issuance
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates
(i.e., purchasing British pounds in Germa-
ny), check with your local military bank-
ing facility. Commercial rates are inter-
bank rates provided for reference when
buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the
British pound, which is represented in
dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is
dollars-to-euro.)

PRECIOUS METALS
London close

Gold ................................................... $425.80
Silver ..................................................... $6.35

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate ............................................... 5.25
Discount rate ......................................... 3.25
Federal funds market rate ............. 2.3125
3-month bill ............................................ 2.25
30-year bond .......................................... 4.81
Sources: The Associated Press, Bank of
America

No room for hesitating:
File now for financial aid
New year brings fast-approaching deadlines

Solicitations from charities

Q. Every time I turn on my com-
puter there is a red question mark
in the lower-right corner. When I
put the cursor on it, it says
“Launch Motive Chorus Service
Request.” There is a
pop-up box with Open or
Close options. When I
click on Open, I get “Mo-
tive Chorus client has en-
countered a network
error. Check the status
of the network and try
again.”

I don’t know what this
is, and I don’t know how
to get rid of it.

I’ve run virus scan,
Spybot and Adaware. All
indicate there is no prob-
lem.

— George Hill @yahoo.com
A. May I say that I think your

computer is from Hewlett-Pack-
ard and that you obtained it at
some clearance sale, Mr. H.? Mo-
tive Chorus was developed by HP
some years back as a tool to help
administrators on a network make
changes on individual machines
and otherwise fix problems.

Your computer runs this pro-
gram at startup, but the software
can no longer find the network
where it once was used so you get
those error and warning messages.

You have two choices. The first,
which I guess I should recom-
mend, is just to live with the red
question mark. It doesn’t do any-
thing else in your computer or in-
terfere with your activities.

If you want to take a stab at
search and destroy, you need to
find if it is being started automati-

cally using one of two Windows
startup tools.

A Startup folder can be used to
hold icons of stuff you want to run
on bootup. So right-click on Start

and pick Explore and
then open the Programs
folder you will see when
the Windows Explorer
file management module
runs. There you will see
a list of folders, includ-
ing Startup.

Open it, and if you see
the icon for HP’s soft-
ware just delete it.

A second place to find
things that run at bootup
is by going to the Mi-
crosoft Configuration
program in Windows.

Click on Start and then Run and
type in msconfig and click OK. In
the menu this creates you will
find a tab called Startup. Open it
and look for Motive Chorus there,
probably in abbreviated form.
Look for stuff with “hp” in it.

If you find it, just remove the
checkbox beside that entry and
close the box and reboot the com-
puter.

If that fails, the fix would be to
go fishing in the Windows regis-
try file and I’d advise against that,
because messing with the regis-
try can cause far worse trouble
than an innocuous red question
mark in the corner of one’s
screen.

Contact Jim Coates via e-mail at
jcoates@tribune.com or via snail mail at
the Chicago Tribune, Room 400, 435 N.
Michigan Ave., Chicago IL 60611. Ques-
tions can be answered only through this
column. Add your point of view at
www.chicagotribune.com/askjim.

Ask Jim

Jim Coates

MONDAY’S MARKET SUMMARY

KEY DEFENSE STOCKS
YTD

Name Div PE Last Chg %Chg

10,868.07 9,708.40 Dow Jones Industrials 10,729.43 -53.58 -.50 -.50 +1.76
3,823.96 2,743.46 Dow Jones Transportation 3,760.37 -37.68 -.99 -.99 +24.16

337.79 259.08 Dow Jones Utilities 330.69 -4.26 -1.27 -1.27 +24.08
7,273.18 6,211.33 NYSE Composite 7,179.71 -70.35 -.97 -.97 +9.87
1,435.04 1,150.74 Amex Index 1,410.08 -24.26 -1.69 -1.69 +18.52
2,185.56 1,750.82 Nasdaq Composite 2,152.15 -23.29 -1.07 -1.07 +5.12
1,217.33 1,060.72 S&P 500 1,202.08 -9.84 -.81 -.81 +7.12

666.99 548.29 S&P MidCap 652.17 -11.14 -1.68 -1.68 +12.32
656.11 515.90 Russell 2000 640.44 -11.13 -1.71 -1.71 +12.57

12,010.55 10,268.52 DJ Wilshire 5000 11,855.19 -115.95 -.97 -.97 +8.70

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

Alliant Technosystem ... 16 64.42 -.96 -1.5
Armor Holdings ... 30 45.93 -1.09 -2.3
Boeing 1.00 15 50.97 -.80 -1.5
Computer Sciences ... 19 55.58 -.79 -1.4
Engineered Sup Sys .07 22 59.36 +.14 +.2
General Dynamics 1.44 17 102.02 -2.58 -2.5
General Electric .88 24 36.59 +.09 +.2
Halliburton .50 ... 38.02 -1.22 -3.1
Harris Corp. .48 27 60.13 -1.66 -2.7
Allied Signal .83 21 35.30 -.11 -.3
L-3 Communications .40 21 71.53 -1.71 -2.3
Lockheed Martin 1.00 20 54.21 -1.34 -2.4
NorthrpG s .92 19 53.65 -.71 -1.3
Raytheon .80 43 38.05 -.78 -2.0
Rockwell Intl. .66 22 48.75 -.80 -1.6
Sequa Corp. ... 36 59.90 -1.25 -2.0
Texas Instruments .10 23 24.18 -.44 -1.8
Textron Inc. 1.40 31 72.32 -1.48 -2.0
United Technologies 1.40 19 103.00 -.35 -.3

NYSE

INDEXES

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Pfizer 459625 26.45 -.44
Lucent 342791 3.78 +.02
GenElec 220789 36.59 +.09
Merck 179225 31.26 -.88
NortelN lf 163524 3.55 +.08
WalMart 159746 53.35 +.53
ExxonMbl 159032 50.09 -1.17
JPMorgCh 149508 39.15 +.14
EMC Cp 147285 14.73 -.14
Citigrp 146899 48.27 +.09

52-week Net % YTD 52-wk
High Low Name Last Chg Chg % Chg % Chg

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

AMEX

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

SPDR 539235 120.30 -.57
SemiHTr 280063 32.71 -.66
DJIA Diam 112555 107.32 -.19
iShJapan 93766 10.79 -.13
iShRs2000 77903 127.82 -1.68
SP Engy 39816 34.98 -1.34
SP Fncl 38212 30.42 -.11
DHB Inds 33799 17.84 -1.20
GreyWolf 29847 4.91 -.36
OilSvHT 26623 82.17 -2.90

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

NASDAQ

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Nasd100Tr 957164 39.50 -.42
SiriusS 922728 7.48 -.14
SunMicro 823391 5.11 -.28
Intel 623450 23.07 -.32
Microsoft 620705 26.74 +.02
Oracle 584836 13.41 -.31
Cisco 551316 19.32 ...
HrznOff 494343 2.01 +.35
JDS Uniph 372218 3.13 -.04
ApldMatl 328317 16.82 -.28

YTD
Name NAV Chg. %Ret.

KEY MUTUAL FUNDS

Fidelity Invest: GroInc 38.03 -.18 -.5
Fidelity Invest: GroCo 55.38 -.69 -1.2
Amer Century Inv: Ultra 29.19 -.31 -1.1
Fidelity Spartan: EqIdx 42.51 -.35 -.8
Putnam Funds A: GrInA p 19.24 -.16 -.8
Fidelity Invest: A Mgr 16.16 -.05 -.3
Frank/Temp Frnk A: SMCpGrA 33.59 -.57 -1.7
AIM Investments A: Const p 22.55 -.29 -1.3
Fidelity Invest: USBI 11.14 ...
Fidelity Invest: Ovrsea 35.16 -.22 -.6
Fidelity Advisor T: GrOppT 30.30 -.24 -.8
Fidelity Advisor T: EqInT 28.07 -.26 -.9
Scudder Funds S: GroIncS 21.73 -.17 -.8
Putnam Funds A: GlbEqty p 8.37 -.08 -.9
AIM Investments A: WeingA p 12.94 -.10 -.8
AIM Investments A: ChartA p 12.65 -.16 -1.2
Merrill Lynch I: BalCapI ... ... NA
Scudder Funds S: Intl FdS 43.93 -.32 -.7
Fidelity Advisor T: OvrseaT 17.65 -.11 -.6
Lord Abbett A: DevGtA p 15.58 -.32 -2.0
Scudder Funds S: Income S 13.00 ...
Merrill Lynch I: USGvtMtg 10.27 ...
Scudder Funds S: Devel 19.27 -.22 -1.1
Putnam Funds A: GlGvA p 13.17 -.05 -.4

YOUR MONEY

Question mark less
trouble than it looks
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HL
Cold frnt. Warm frnt. Occluded fr.Trough Low HighStaty. front

KEY:
Sunny      Pt. Cldy. Mostly cldy. Cloudy         Showers      T-storms          Rain       Rain/snow       Snow

HI LO
Amsterdam 43 38
Bahrain 72 58
Beijing 32 17
Beirut 58 49
Bermuda 70 65
Caracas 85 72
Helsinki 37 29
Hong Kong 70 63
Lisbon 56 43

HI LO
Manila 86 72
Mexico City 74 45
Montreal 24 05
Riyadh 78 43
Rio de. Jan 85 76
Seoul  35 24
Sofia  41 29
Sydney 81 63
Tokyo 46 36

THE WORLD

HI LO
Cape Town 82 63
Dakar  75 65
Freetown 88 73
Kinshasa 87 72

HI LO
Mogadishu 88 73
Nairobi 82 57
Rabat   65 43
Tripoli 60 44

AFRICA

SUN & MOON

Abilene,Tex. 50 27 Cldy
Akron,Ohio 36 32 Cldy
Albany,N.Y. 28 16 Cldy
Albuquerque 46 26 PCldy
Allentown,Pa. 34 29 Snow
Amarillo 27 12 Cldy
Anchorage 24 15 PCldy
Asheville 67 48 PCldy
Atlanta 73 53 PCldy
Atlantic City 41 36 Rain
Austin 72 42 Cldy
Baltimore 40 36 Rain
Baton Rouge 77 56 Cldy
Billings 9 7 Clr
Birmingham 75 54 PCldy
Bismarck 2 -7 PCldy
Boise 32 21 Clr
Boston 35 23 Cldy
Bridgeport 37 26 Snow
Brownsville 82 67 PCldy
Buffalo 32 23 Cldy
Burlington,Vt. 20 7 PCldy
Caribou,Maine 12 -8 Clr
Casper 10 10 Clr
Charleston,S.C. 73 53 PCldy
Charleston,W.Va. 63 49 Rain
Charlotte,N.C. 71 53 PCldy
Chattanooga 68 52 PCldy
Cheyenne 8 1 Snow
Chicago 29 20 Snow
Cincinnati 49 37 Rain

Cleveland 31 24 Snow
Colorado Springs 14 8 Clr
Columbia,S.C. 73 51 PCldy
Columbus,Ga. 75 54 PCldy
Columbus,Ohio 42 39 Rain
Concord,N.H. 31 12 PCldy
Corpus Christi 84 58 Cldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 61 30 Rain
Dayton 39 33 Rain
Daytona Beach 77 58 PCldy
Denver 14 3 Snow
Des Moines 19 7 Snow
Detroit 28 25 Snow
Duluth 13 -3 Clr
El Paso 51 31 PCldy
Elkins 52 44 Rain
Erie 31 26 Snow
Eugene 40 25 Clr
Evansville 56 37 Rain
Fairbanks 17 13 Snow
Fargo 9 -11 Clr
Flagstaff 31 13 PCldy
Flint 28 21 Snow
Fort Smith 56 25 Rain
Fort Wayne 31 26 Snow
Fresno 52 39 PCldy
Goodland 7 -8 Snow
Grand Junction 37 20 Snow
Grand Rapids 27 19 Snow
Great Falls 17 12 PCldy
Green Bay 23 16 Cldy
Greensboro,N.C. 71 51 PCldy

Harrisburg 38 30 Snow
Hartford Spgfld 34 23 Cldy
Helena 17 2 PCldy
Honolulu 79 64 PCldy
Houston 76 48 Cldy
Huntsville 72 53 PCldy
Indianapolis 35 30 Rain
Jackson,Miss. 76 49 PCldy
Jacksonville 76 55 PCldy
Juneau 36 22 Snow
Kansas City 25 10 Snow
Key West 80 70 PCldy
Knoxville 67 49 PCldy
Lake Charles 75 54 Cldy
Lansing 27 20 Snow
Las Vegas 50 34 PCldy
Lexington 59 44 Rain
Lincoln 13 -3 Snow
Little Rock 66 39 Rain
Los Angeles 60 46 PCldy
Louisville 54 43 Rain
Lubbock 42 22 Cldy
Macon 75 52 PCldy
Madison 24 18 Snow
Medford 42 28 PCldy
Memphis 68 41 Rain
Miami Beach 79 68 PCldy
Midland-Odessa 57 30 PCldy
Milwaukee 28 22 Snow
Mpls-St Paul 11 1 Cldy
Mobile 75 57 Cldy
Montgomery 78 55 PCldy

Nashville 67 47 PCldy
New Orleans 78 60 Cldy
New York City 37 30 Rain
Newark 38 30 Rain
Norfolk,Va. 63 52 Cldy
North Platte 7 -13 Snow
Oklahoma City 29 15 Snow
Omaha 14 0 Snow
Orlando 80 58 PCldy
Paducah 61 36 Rain
Pendleton 26 22 PCldy
Peoria 31 22 Snow
Philadelphia 40 35 Snow
Phoenix 57 40 PCldy
Pittsburgh 45 38 Rain
Pocatello 29 16 PCldy
Portland,Maine 32 13 PCldy
Portland,Ore. 42 28 Clr
Providence 34 23 Cldy
Pueblo 18 4 Clr
Raleigh-Durham 72 51 PCldy
Rapid City 6 -3 Clr
Reno 33 18 PCldy
Richmond 61 49 Cldy
Roanoke 70 52 Cldy
Rochester 31 23 Cldy
Rockford 26 17 Snow
Sacramento 53 40 Cldy
St Louis 38 26 Rain
St Thomas 84 73 Rain
Salem,Ore. 42 24 Clr
Salt Lake City 34 21 Snow

San Angelo 61 31 Cldy
San Antonio 74 47 Cldy
San Diego 60 48 Cldy
San Francisco 54 45 PCldy
San Jose 55 43 PCldy
San Juan,P.R. 83 73 Rain
Santa Fe 40 19 PCldy
St Ste Marie 16 7 Clr
Savannah 74 54 PCldy
Seattle 40 28 Clr
Shreveport 74 42 Rain
Sioux City 11 -2 Snow
Sioux Falls 8 -5 Snow
South Bend 30 22 Snow
Spokane 24 12 Clr
Springfield,Ill. 33 24 Rain
Springfield,Mo. 39 18 Rain
Syracuse 27 17 Snow
Tallahassee 76 54 PCldy
Tampa-St Ptrsbg 77 61 PCldy
Toledo 30 22 Snow
Topeka 24 8 Snow
Tucson 55 34 PCldy
Tulsa 34 16 Rain
Tupelo 70 48 Cldy
Waco 67 36 Cldy
Washington,D.C. 43 37 Rain
W.Palm Beach 79 66 PCldy
Wichita 22 9 Snow
Wichita Falls 34 20 Snow
Wilkes-Barre 33 22 Snow
Wilmington,Del. 43 38 Rain
Yakima 29 20 Clr

TODAY’S STATESIDE OUTLOOK THE UNITED STATES TODAY

EUROPEAN FORECAST

Shown is today’s
weather. Tempera-
tures are today’s
highs and tonight’s
lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
for noon today.
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Moscow
30/28

St. Petersburg
35/32

Kiev
38/30

Bucharest
49/30

Warsaw
43/33

Oslo
39/28

Berlin
45/37

Frankfurt
46/35

Stuttgart
43/37

Prague
42/39

Budapest
45/32

Copenhagen
42/36

Reykjavik
30/24

Dublin
48/38

Ramstein
45/37

Vienna
47/39

Geneva
45/37

Brussels
45/36

Istanbul
50/41

Athens
56/44

Souda Bay
57/43

Sigonella
62/39

Naples
59/41

Rome
58/40

Belgrade
42/30

Sarajevo
51/35

Tirana
58/37

Pristina
39/28

Tuzla
50/37

Aviano
50/32

Pisa
48/25

Paris
50/44

Nice
57/39

Barcelona
58/39

Madrid
50/25

Morón
63/32

Rota
64/45

Lisbon
56/43

Izmir
52/36

London
50/39

Lakenheath
48/37

Stockholm
38/32

Benelux: Mostly cloudy with rain-
showers. Highs in the mid 40s,
Thursday lows in the mid 30s.

Britain, Ireland: Mostly cloudy with
isolated rainshowers and strong
winds. Highs in the upper 40s to
lower 50s, Thursday lows in the mid
30s to low 40s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Partly cloudy
with morning fog. Highs in the low
50s, Thursday lows in the mid 30s.

France: Partly to mostly cloudy with
isolated rainshowers. Highs in the
low to mid 50s, Thursday lows in the
upper 30s to mid 40s.

Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy to
cloudy with rainshowers. Highs in
the low to mid 40s, Thursday lows in
the low to mid 30s.

Southern Germany: Mostly cloudy
to cloudy with rainshowers. Highs in
the low to mid 40s, Thursday lows in
the mid to upper 30s.

Hungary: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
mid 40s, Thursday lows in the lower
30s.

Northern Italy: Partly cloudy. Highs
in the upper 40s to low 50s,
Thursday lows in the mid 20s to low
30s.

Southern Italy: Partly cloudy. Highs
in the upper 50s to low 60s,
Thursday lows in the upper 30s to
low 40s.

Kosovo: Partly to mostly cloudy with
morning fog. Highs in the upper 30s
to low 40s, Thursday lows in the
upper 20s.

Norway: Mostly cloudy. Highs in the
low to mid 40s, Thursday lows in the
upper 20s to upper 30s.

Portugal, Spain: Partly cloudy.
Highs in the low 50s to mid 60s,
Thursday lows in the low 20s to low
30s.

Turkey: Mostly cloudy with isolated
rainshowers. Highs in the low 50s,
Thursday lows in the mid 30s to low
40s.

European forecast for 05 January 2005

Hi Lo Otlk

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operational Weather Squadron home
page at:
https://ows.sembach.af.mil
http://ows.public.sembach.af.mil

Forecast by: USAFE
Operational Weather
Squadron, Sembach,
Germany.
Produced by:
A1C Brandon Brinkman

As of noon, Eastern U.S. time

Non Operational
Use Only

SAUDI ARABIA

IRAN

OMAN

AFGHANISTAN

PAKISTAN
IRAQ

TURKEY

SYRIA

TURKMENISTAN

INDIA

MIDEAST

Incirlik
50/37

Baghdad
65/36

Kuwait City
72/41

Dhahran
70/58

Dubai
81/61

Zahedan
63/39

Karachi
80/55 Bombay

90/70

New Delhi
66/45

Kandahar
61/37

Kabul
39/21

Islamabad
63/38

Mazar-e-Sharif
53/30

Ashgabat
52/32

Tehran
49/34

Hyderabad
87/59

Tel Aviv
59/48

Cairo
65/50

•
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•

•

•

•

•
• •

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Today Tomorrow
Sunrise (Baghdad) 7:07am 7:07am
Sunrise (Frankfurt) 8:24am 8:23am
Sunset (Baghdad) 5:10pm 5:11pm
Sunset (Frankfurt) 4:39pm 4:40pm

Skopje
42/27•

•Stavanger
45/38

Lajes
63/57

New moon
10 Jan 05

First qtr.
17 Jan 05

Full moon
25 Jan 05

Last qtr.
02 Feb 05
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Too many USAFE commercials

I enjoy having American Forces Net-
work satellite here in Iraq, but we’re con-
stantly bombarded by the U.S. Air Forces
in Europe commercials.

It’s like the USAFE chain of command
has nothing to do with its spare time, and
plenty of it, I might add. Every time I turn
around they’ve got a new one filmed at a
new location; they can’t get enough of
themselves.

I just wondered if I was the only person
that’s made that observation. Phrases like
“bring your courage” and “I just returned
from flying ol’ Triple Seven” are driving
AFN viewers like myself nuts. I mean no
disrespect toward the Air Force or
USAFE, but other public service an-
nouncements by chain of commands of
other branches combined wouldn’t add up
to all of USAFE’s.

I wish they would spare us all the
“bring your courage” talk; we brought it
… it’s here with us in Iraq. Show more
footage of servicemen and -women hard
at work similar to Combat Camera and
other quality AFN content. Enough with
all the USAFE public service announce-
ment bombardments; I’d rather see more
comical but corny AFN public service an-
nouncements.

Capt. Curtis Brown

Al Taqaddum, Iraq

CIB made for infantry

I have read with some exasperation the
many letters on the Combat Infantryman
Badge. I am astonished by the fervor creat-
ed by an award.

We are not here for awards. We are not
here for recognition. If you need recogni-
tion, everyone gets a combat patch. Why is
everyone so eager for another award? If
you want to know why only the infantry
and Special Forces get the CIB, read Para-
graph 2-6, Army Regulation 600-8-22 (Mili-
tary Awards), dated 25 February 1995.

From the beginning, Army leaders have
taken care to retain the badge for the
unique purpose for which it was estab-
lished and to prevent the adoption of any
other badge that would lower its prestige.

At the close of World War II, our largest
war in which the armor and artillery
played key roles in the ground campaigns,
a review was conducted of the CIB criteria
with consideration being given to creating
either additional badges or authorizing the
badge to cavalry and armor units. The re-
view noted that any change in policy
would detract from the prestige of the
badge.

I am a signal soldier. I have served my
year here in Iraq. True, most of it has been
in the Club Med of Camp Anaconda, but I
have gone outside the wire on convoys as
well. I see no reason for me to get an infan-
try award.

It is called the Combat Infantryman
Badge. If others want something that is
made for the infantry, join the infantry. If
you feel you deserve another badge, get
with your chain of command and see if
they will make one for you.

Just look at who the award is meant for
and leave it at that.

Sgt. Xavier Feldman

Camp Anaconda, Iraq

Don’t issue unauthorized items

OK, at what point does military plan-
ning start? When do we focus more on the
war and less on minuscule things that go
on?

We are issued a black fleece, to keep us
warm, and instantly we are told that it is
unauthorized. If that’s the case, then why
issue it? Then, we are told that it is autho-
rized again.

Then we are told it is authorized but
only in a certain manner. And to top that
off, the authorization comes down in a bri-
gade FRAGO (fragmentary order). If we
have to spend so much time on how to
wear a cold-weather jacket, then we have
entirely too much time on our hands. This
issue should have been, seeing that it is an
issue, taken care of before the item was is-
sued to the soldiers. This circumstance is
not the only one of “Just-because-you’re-
issued-it-it-doesn’t-mean-you-can-wear-it.”

Let’s put some math to this. If we, the
250,000 soldiers who are deployed, are is-
sued an item that costs $5 and are unautho-
rized to wear it, then the military has just
wasted $1.25 million on a useless item.
That is money that perhaps could have
gone to, I dunno, say the armor that every-
one needs. You see, individually, the $5
item really means nothing, but as we all
know, there is power in numbers.

Why is this a hard concept to follow?
Why doesn’t someone in a high place put a
stop to the useless spending the military
constantly engages in? Why isn’t this
money diverted to something more press-
ing? Is this a frame of mind that I am sup-
posed to conform to as an enlisted soldier,
fraud waste and abuse?

My final thought: Prior planning pre-
vents (expletive) poor performance.

Sgt. Leo Cleversley

Forward Operating Base Speicher, Iraq

Army ‘obsessed with safety’

Lately, due to a soldier’s question
(coached?) to Secretary of Defense Donald
Rumsfeld, much attention has been direct-
ed toward the quality and quantity of
up-armored vehicles in Iraq. Are there
enough? Are they adequate? Are produc-
tion lines in the States really running at ca-
pacity? Is it really a matter of physics?

A couple of months ago, a National
Guard unit from South Carolina refused to
convoy through Iraq, citing a lack of ar-
mored vehicles. In the opinion of the sol-
diers, the issue was safety. Should this real-
ly surprise us?

Our Army has become obsessed with
safety and elevated it to a deity-like status.
The buzzwords “mitigating effects” are
tossed around with a frequency that rivals
“synergy” or “vision” in the corporate
world. The Army has adopted a paternalis-
tic role and tries to protect the soldier
from himself in every way imaginable.

In garrison, you cannot operate a lawn-
mower or weed eater without wearing gog-
gles, earplugs and gloves (after you pass
the licensing requirements). Physical
training is conducted wearing the highly
visible and reflective Improved Physical
Fitness Uniform, which is then covered by
a road guard vest — so we can run on a
road closed to all nonpedestrian traffic.
Every Friday ends with an hour or two of
safety briefs from seemingly every eche-
lon below corps. Do I really need a water
safety brief in February?

My point is not to denigrate com-
mon-sense measures taken to reduce acci-
dents or injuries in the rear. We recognize
the inherent risk associated with our pro-
fession and understand that we don’t live
or work in a risk-free environment. We
shouldn’t spend every moment in the rear
creating the illusion that we do. If a pri-
vate is going to receive a dressing down
for daring to operate a lawnmower with-
out gloves because it isn’t safe, well, draw
your own conclusions.

Staff Sgt. Richard Daughtry
Forward Operating Base Falcon,

Baghdad

An offer for reservists

Reservists who complain that all service-
members on active duty should deploy to
Iraq or wherever first prior to the reserv-
ists being recalled to deploy are correct. I
totally agree and have volunteered to de-
ploy for whatever amount of time, to wher-
ever is needed and in whatever capacity
the military needs me (i.e. postal), and I
have never deployed.

I work in medical administration. If you
are a deployed reservist and don’t want to
go or want to come home, drop my name
— maybe it will work. I have no depen-
dents and feel everyone should do his or
her share in deploying. Deploying our ac-
tive-duty troops first before deploying re-
servists makes sense.

Hopefully I can be deployed as soon as
possible and do my share.

Master Sgt. Mary J. Warner
Osan Air Base, South Korea
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Mallard Fillmore  BY BRUCE TINSLEY

BY TOM SCHAEFER

The Wichita (Kan.) Eagle

T
he death toll from Asia’s devastat-
ing tsunami has surpassed 140,000.

One hundred forty thousand
men, women and children. One sur-

vivor, describing the scene, said, “Hell was
unleashed.”

How are we to make sense of the sense-
less? The answer is, we can’t.

The problem of evil in this world has
never been fully understood and cannot be
completely explained.

Watching the unbelievable devastation of
Sri Lanka, Indonesia, India and other parts
of Asia only heightens the anxiety about the
role of the divine in the midst of destruction.
How can God allow the innocent to suffer
and die so horrendously? When the Rev.
Billy Graham spoke at the National Cathe-
dral [in Washington] following the Sept. 11,
2001, attacks, he recounted how he is often
asked why God permits evil in the world. He
paused and said that he has never been able
to find a fully satisfactory answer.

Not even America’s pastor, as he’s been
called, could explain the tragedies that af-
flict this planet.

The question of God’s power — or seem-
ing lack thereof — has plagued humanity
since biblical times.

In the Hebrew Scriptures, suffering is de-
scribed as a punishment for sin, a cleansing
or testing of a person. The Book of Job tells
the story of a righteous man who is afflicted
with physical and emotional pain and suffer-
ing and demands to know why he must en-
dure such injustice.

The only answer he gets in the end is a
voice from the heavens that asserts: Who
made the heavens and the earth? Certainly
not you. Who are you to question me? In the
play “J.B.” by Archibald MacLeish, the
main character addresses this paradox of
the ages: “If God is God, He is not good; if
God is good, He is not God.”

The logic seems irrefutable. As one theolo-
gian put it, evil and suffering are “evidence
for the atheist.”

Christian theology has tackled this ques-
tion — often referred to as theodicy or the
justice of God in the face of evil — in various
ways. Some have tried to assert that every-
thing that happens is determined by God.
Humans act in a way that is commensurate
with God’s will. Others assert that humans
have free will that somehow is wrapped up
in a larger scheme that God ordains.

But do any of these attempts completely
satisfy? Perhaps our idea of God, who is usu-
ally described as all-loving, all-knowing and
all-powerful, needs to be reshaped.

Rabbi Harold Kushner, in his best-seller
“When Bad Things Happen to Good Peo-
ple,” contends that God should be under-
stood as all-knowing and all-loving, but not
as all-powerful. For Kushner, it’s the only
way to make sense of the senseless in life.

All of these points of view, however, inevi-
tably break down. They subdivide and be-
come more complex than a DNA double
helix.

The fact is, no religion has a simple an-
swer to the question of evil and suffering. Ju-
daism dismisses the idea of theodicy and fo-
cuses on the righteous who suffer. Islam con-
tends that believers must submit to whatev-

er the will of God is. Christianity asserts that
suffering is redemptive through Jesus.

But no matter how we try to understand
suffering — our own or others — we will
never be completely at ease when we face
tragedy ourselves or when we see it on a
monumental scale. To look at the death of
more than 140,000 people — or at a loved
one who dies tragically — always forces us
to confront evil head-on.

Here’s what we’re left with: Without faith,
the question of suffering and death is unan-
swered. With faith, we reassert every day

our belief in the One who sees the universe
from a perspective far greater than our own.

We trust in the ultimate goodness of our
God even when unbelief seems so much easi-
er to embrace. We cling to faith even as we
comfort those enveloped by the evil of this
world.

Charles Spurgeon, a 19th-century preach-
er, gives us as much an anchor of hope to
hold on to as anyone can: When we cannot
trace God’s hand, he said, we must simply
trust his heart.

Tom Schaefer writes about religion and ethics
for The Eagle.

How America rationalizes health-care rationing
St. Louis Post-Dispatch

I
n Wales this fall, a woman had to wait
17 weeks for a cancer screening after
finding a lump in her breast. The Brit-
ish press was outraged.

But the British routinely wait up to nine
months for non-emergency surgery. They ac-
cept waiting lines rather than pay higher
taxes for their National Health Service.

Canadians can wait 11 months for cata-
ract surgery or two years for a knee replace-
ment. Yet they tell pollsters that they love
their government-funded health-care sys-
tem, partly because they never see a big bill.

Any mention of reform in America’s
health-care financing runs smack into the
issue of waiting lines. Americans will never
put up with waiting for care, say those who
like our mishmash of a health financing sys-
tem. Nor will they accept rationing.

But an intelligent scheme to reform Amer-
ica’s health-care system could provide cover-
age for everyone with rarely a waiting line
and still save money. The French and Ger-
mans accomplish that today.

As for rationing? We already have it. In
America, there is rarely a long wait for elec-
tive surgery — if you can afford it. But 1 out
of 6 Americans lacks insurance. If you’re
one of them, you can limp around on your
sore knee forever.

“We ration care today,” notes Paul Gins-
burg of the Center for Health System
Change. “The uninsured get much less care
than the insured and suffer worse health out-
comes because of it.”

Most Americans get their health coverage
through their employers. That means that
most people are just a pink slip away from
being uninsured. Those with good insurance
get better care than those with bad insur-
ance. If an insurer has denied you coverage
for a medical procedure, then you have expe-
rienced rationing. If it has set a limit on your
hospital stay, you know rationing.

And as medical insurance rates rise at
double-digit rates, employers are busy re-
stricting coverage. In other words, rationing
is getting worse.

The latest trend is for companies to offer
coverage with high deductibles coupled with
the chance for a family to contribute to a
tax-free medical savings account. For most
middle-income families, who can’t afford
$5,000 in annual medical bills, such cover-
age is an invitation to ration their own care.

In essence, the difference between Ameri-
ca and other advanced nations is how we ra-
tion, not whether we ration. Other nations
are upfront about their rationing; we do it
more subtly. They ration by government
fiat. We let the insurance companies, em-
ployers and hospital admissions offices do it.

The critical difference is that other
wealthy nations give fairly good care to all
their citizens, and we don’t. They also pro-

vide it at a much lower price. And their sys-
tems produce health results generally equal
to ours, and in some cases better.

How do they do it? They use a variety of
health coverage schemes. The Canadians
and British use single-payer systems run by
the government. The Germans use nonprofit
private health insurers, called “sickness
funds,” closely regulated by the govern-
ment. The Germans put the major cost on
employers and workers through payroll
fees. The Canadians use taxes.

But all use the clout of government or
large buying groups to control cost. For in-
stance, the Canadian and Japanese govern-
ments negotiate doctors’ fees with large med-
ical associations representing doctors. As
the sole owner of the checkbook, the govern-
ments obviously have the upper hand. …

Closely monitored cost controls tend to
wring waste out of medicine. But if pushed
too far, they can produce waiting lines. To

wait or not depends on how much a nation
chooses to spend on health care and how effi-
ciently its system runs.

Britain, for instance, spends 41 percent of
what America spends on each citizen’s care.
… The French and Germans spend more
and have little waiting. The French spend
slightly more than half what Americans do,
and the Germans spend 57 percent.

But the fact that Europeans spend less
doesn’t necessarily mean that they deliver
worse care, notes Richard Saltman, an
Emory University professor who studies for-
eign health care systems. Under Britain’s
universal health system, for instance, every-
one has a primary care doctor. That lets the
British provide preventive care and spot
health problems earlier, he says.

Many look at these numbers and see the
obvious: With an efficient medical finance
system, America could cover everyone with
no waiting lines and still lower the cost of
health care.

Seeing suffering: A challenge for the faithful

OPINION

AP

Sri Lankans of different religious and ethnic backgrounds pray together in the country’s
capital, Colombo, on Friday, in remembrance of victims of the Dec. 26 tsunami.
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Rick Ross, bottom, plays a game of

football with his son, Jermaree, 6,

as they enjoy the warm weather at

Freedom Park in Charlotte, N.C.

Salamander a winner

IL CHICAGO — The East-
ern tiger salamander

slipped by two other final-
ists in balloting for the title
of state amphibian, while
slow and steady was a win-
ning strategy for the paint-
ed turtle in the state rep-
tile race. The public
chose the winners in In-
ternet voting. The Legis-
lature still has to ap-
prove them as offi-
cial state symbols.

Suspects sought

RI PAWTUCKET — Pawtuck-
et police were looking for

three suspects connected to a
home invasion that left an elderly
couple bound and beaten.

Police said three people wearing
dark clothing and masks broke
into a Pawtucket couple’s home,
bound the 74-year-old and
69-year-old with duct tape and
beat them about their faces.

When officers arrived at the
home, the assailants had already
fled.

Police said two of the robbers
had handguns. One of the suspects
also may have sustained a severe
bite to a finger on the right hand
during a struggle with one of the
victims.

Various rooms in the couple’s
home were ransacked, and cash
and other valuables were taken, po-
lice said.

Secondary water supply

UT LAYTON — Three rapidly
growing Davis County com-

munities are hinging approval for
new development proposals on
whether builders have secondary
water sources secured. While the
requirement will increase the cost
of new home construction, city
leaders say it will prevent them
from running out of drinking water
before running out of room to
build.

Whale untangled

SC COLUMBIA — Scientists
apparently have freed a

young Atlantic right whale from
more than 150 feet of lobster fish-
ing gear after riding alongside the
animal on a U.S. Coast Guard cut-
ter for nearly 24 hours, officials
said.

Workers untangled the whale off
the South Carolina coast, said Barb
Zoodsma, a right whale recovery
coordinator for the National Ocean-
ic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion who was part of the rescue
team.

“It did have some severe head
wraps that were beginning to dig
into the animal’s flesh,” Zoodsma
said in a telephone interview.

“We know those all came free.”
Some line may have remained

around a flipper that the rescue
crew was unable to check, Zoods-
ma said.

The gear around the head
caused severe injuries to the
whale’s blowhole, leaving it able to
open to about the size of a quarter
instead of the normal 6 to 7 inches,
Zoodsma said.

Still no new jobs

TX AUSTIN — Ten months
after it received $1.6 mil-

lion from Republican Gov. Rick
Perry’s Texas Enterprise Fund,
the Texas Energy Center has yet to
create any new jobs and is without
a director.

Created in 2003, the center was

proposed as a way to transform the
energy industry by bringing togeth-
er business and researches to de-
velop new energy sources. It was
to create thousands of jobs and
bring millions of dollars in corpo-
rate investment to the Houston sub-
urb of Sugar Land.

Energy Center leaders say the
problem is a lack of federal funds
and a need to change their busi-
ness plan to fit the objectives of the
jobs-focused Texas Enterprise
Fund. A better fit, they said, would
have been the emerging technolo-
gy fund that Perry recently pro-
posed. That fund would emphasize
research and development and de-
mand fewer immediate jobs.

New trial rejected

CA LOS ANGELES — A gradu-
ate student convicted in the

$2 million firebombing of scores of
sport utility vehicles lost a bid for a
new trial.

A federal judge rejected the mo-
tion by 24-year-old William Jensen
Cottrell, the U.S. attorney’s office
said.

Cottrell had claimed the court
improperly barred his attorneys
from presenting evidence that he
suffered from a type of autism that
made it difficult for him to under-
stand the intentions of his alleged
accomplices.

U.S. District Judge R. Gary
Klausner sided with prosecutors,
who argued that Cottrell’s com-
plaint was “irrelevant to the issues
at trial.”

Cottrell, a doctoral candidate at
the California Institute of Technolo-
gy in Pasadena, was found guilty in

November of conspira-
cy to commit arson
and seven counts of

arson in the August
2003 rampage.
More than 100 vehi-

cles were damaged or de-
stroyed at dealerships and
homes in the San Gabriel
Valley near Los Angeles.
Two fellow students have

been identified by prosecutors
as “fugitive co-conspirators.”

Cottrell faces at least five
years in prison at sentencing.

Hazardous waste fire

AR EL DORADO — A fire at a
hazardous waste incinera-

tion plant forced the evacuation of
a quarter of the city’s 23,000 resi-
dents, officials said.

No injuries were reported and of-
ficials were monitoring air quality
as thick smoke rose from the plant,
said Sheriff Ken Jones.

Officials with the Teris plant in
southern Arkansas were unavail-
able for comment.

The county jail, about 400 yards
from the plant, was among the
buildings evacuated and about 150
inmates were moved to a school
gymnasium eight miles outside of
town, Jones said.

Liable for $300M

NV LAS VEGAS — A federal
judge has ruled that Neva-

da’s two main electric utilities
missed their chance to escape an
Enron Corp. power supply con-
tract in 2001, and are liable for
$300 million in payments to the
bankrupt energy trader.

Nevada Power Co. of Las Vegas
and Sierra Pacific Power Co. of
Reno kept buying power from
Enron for several months after
learning of Enron’s “precarious fi-
nancial state,” U.S. District Judge
Barbara Jones said in a ruling is-
sued in New York.

Jones upheld an earlier federal
bankruptcy judge’s ruling, saying
that by accepting power deliveries,
the Nevada utilities “ratified the
contract” and waived their oppor-
tunity to argue that Houston-based
Enron engaged in fraud.

An official with the Nevada utili-
ties declined comment on the Dec.
23 ruling, which the utilities’ par-
ent company, Sierra Pacific Re-
sources, included in a filing with
the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission.

Highway towing

TX HOUSTON — More than 90
cars were towed away on

the first day of a new initiative to
clear Houston’s clogged freeways
of disabled or abandoned cars at
the owner’s expense.

“This is a rip-off,” said Ahmed
El-Helbawi, who paid $81.50 to
have his son’s 1987 Volvo station
wagon towed.

Motorists no longer will be al-
lowed to change flat tires on the
freeway shoulder, leave vehicles to
get fuel or call their own help.

Surveillance plans

MA HOLYOKE — The city
plans to install five surveil-

lance cameras at downtown
high-crime areas, Police Chief An-
thony R. Scott said. Holyoke will
be the first city in the state other
than Boston to install such camer-
as, Scott said. Boston installed
many of the cameras this summer
in response to potential terrorist
threats during the Democratic Na-
tional Convention and they remain
in operation.

Jeremy Leboeuf, right, gives his 1-year-old

daughter, Spirit, a ride on his all-terrian vehi-

cle in Houma, La. Leboeuf and some of his friends spent the afternoon

getting muddy riding around trails off of St. Louis Canal Road.

Tom Copeland of St. Petersburg,

Fla., turns his dog, Tickles, loose on

a stuffed badger in the stands at the Outback Bowl in Tampa, Fla. The

Georgia Bulldogs defeated the Wisconsin Badgers 24-21.

Tackling dad

Getting dirty

A climber scales a steep ice flow on the

flanks of Mount Pisgah in Westmore, Vt.

Wet weather and cold temperatures have resulted in good ice climbing

conditions in the area, which features numerous climbs high above Lake

Willoughby.

Stuffed animal abuse

Slippery jaunt
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Cody Cline flies through the air on the slopes

of McQueen High School in Reno, Nev.

Murder rate drops

AL
BIRMINGHAM — Homi-
cides in Birmingham

dropped 26 percent in 2004, dip-
ping to the second fewest in the
city in 20 years, officials said. The
city finished the year with 64 kill-
ings, 23 fewer than in 2003. Besse-
mer, Fairfield and unincorporated
Jefferson County also saw their ho-
micide numbers drop. The county
counted 11 homicides in 2004, com-
pared with 21 the previous year.

Home business fight

UT
LOGAN — The fight over a
woman’s desire to run a

colon cleansing service out of her
home has gotten down and dirty.

Colette Yates says she has invest-
ed two years and roughly $40,000
on her home business, which focus-
es on removing waste from the
large intestine by injecting water
into the colon, where it loosens and
softens waste.

But while colon hydrotherapy is
a licensed procedure in other
states, it is considered only a ho-
meopathic method in Utah.

The Providence Planning Com-
mission recently recommended de-
nial of Yates’ request for a permit.
Commissioners said they wanted
to avoid setting a precedent of al-
lowing medically oriented busi-
nesses in residential neighbor-
hoods.

Same-sex challenge

RI
TIVERTON — The Tiverton
School Committee asked a

judge whether it can extend health
care coverage to the same-sex
spouse of a retired high school
teacher. Cheryl McCullough, who
worked as a health teacher and
guidance counselor at Tiverton
High School for 27 years, applied
for health insurance for Joyce
Boivin in June, days after the cou-
ple was married in their home
state of Massachusetts, where
same-sex marriages are legal. Law-
yers for both sides say this is the
first case of this kind in Rhode Is-
land, where the law is silent on gay
marriage.

Office swapping ends

IN
ALBION — Republican
Diann Bortner and Demo-

crat Bonnie Summe were once no-
torious office swappers. Those
days have now ended.

Bortner and Summe traded trea-
surer and clerk jobs in Noble Coun-
ty every eight years to skirt a state
law on term limits. But Summe, 73,
retired last year after 33½ years in
government.

Summe and Bortner, who now
takes over as treasurer after eight
years as clerk, were elected for
years with and without opponents.

Because state law limits treasur-
ers and clerks to eight years of con-
tinuous tenure in each elected posi-
tion, they informally arranged to
switch offices every eight years.

From 1981 to 1988, Bortner
served as Noble County clerk,
Summe served as county treasur-
er. For the next two terms, Bortner
served as treasurer while Summe
served as clerk. In 1996, they
swapped again.

Rifle research

KY
LOUISVILLE — A rare
rifle once owned by Presi-

dent George Washington is coming
off display at the Frazier Historical

Arms Museum collection.
Museum spokeswoman Liz Fer-

guson said the rifle, first exhibited
Nov. 28, will be removed Jan. 10
for more research.

The museum’s founder, Louis-
ville businessman Owsley Brown
Frazier, lent the flintlock rifle,
which is the only long gun owned
by America’s first president still
known to exist, to the foundation
that runs the museum.

The .44-caliber rifle likely was
presented as a gift to Washington
at his Mount Vernon estate in Vir-
ginia in 1791, museum officials
have said. The museum’s chief cu-
rator, Walter “Chip” Karcheski
Jr., “will further investigate the
provenance” of the rifle, Ferguson
said.“There is no doubt the rifle
was owned by Washington. But we
hope to find a letter or a diary pas-
sage that cites specifically when
the artifact was presented to Wash-
ington,” Ferguson said.

Young med stuudent

CO
DENVER — Alex Oshmy-
ansky may be in his second

year of medical school, but he still
can’t buy a drink.

He is 20.
Oshmyansky, who took only a

whole year to graduate college, is
on his way to becoming a brain sur-
geon so he can study the mathemat-
ical modeling of the brain’s path-
ways. The possibilities include find-
ing ways for paraplegics or quadri-
plegics to move prosthetic devices
using brain waves.

Oshmyansky graduated from
high school in 2002 and from the
University of Colorado at Boulder
in 2003. He is in his second year of
medical school at Duke University.
This fall, he’ll pursue a doctorate
in mathematical biology at Oxford
University as one of 40 Americans
awarded a Marshall Scholarship
from the British government.

“In terms of sheer intellectual
horsepower, Alex Oshmyansky is
probably the brightest student I
have ever known,” CU honors pro-
fessor Ron Billingsley said.

Drug court program

WI
OSHKOSH — Winnebago
County officials say they

plan to institute a drug court pro-
gram that would seek to address
drug issues without jail or prison
terms through frequent court con-
tact, regular drug testing and treat-
ment. Three other Wisconsin coun-
ties already have drug courts. Coun-
ty Judge Scott Woldt cited the suc-
cess of a similar program in Hast-
ings, Minn., which he says had a 17
percent reduction in recidivism.

Breeding walleye

WV
CHARLESTON — Re-
searchers have found a

unique strain of walleye in the
Ohio River that West Virginia wild-
life officials plan to breed in an ef-
fort to boost the fish’s population in
the river.

Unlike the lake-dwelling wall-
eye normally stocked in the Ohio,
this strain of fish has adapted to liv-
ing in a river. Although it has only
been found in the upper Ohio,
north of the Belleview pool, wild-
life officials believe it would thrive
throughout the waterway if they
breed it in a hatchery and stock it.
Similar strains of river-adapted
walleye have been found in the
New River in Virginia and the
Rock Castle River in Kentucky.

Stories and photos from news wires

Staff Sgt. Nelson Long Jr. from Myerstown, Pa., holds an American flag as

he leads the charge at the 15th annual Polar Bear Plunge at the Willow

Springs Park in Richland, Pa. Long, a National Guardsman with the 1067th Transportation Company, had a

weekend leave and joined nearly 600 other participants raising funds for the Developmental and Disabilites

Services of Lebanon Valley, Pa.

Balloons are released as a band

performs outside of City Hall in

Philadelphia during the annual

Mummers Parade.

Joe Spector replaces some of the more than 1,200 American flags that the

wind had knocked over in the front yard of his Overland Park, Kan., home.

Spector says he has placed one flag in his yard for each U.S. soldier killed in the war in Iraq. Spector decided to

display the flags instead of holiday lights on his house.

Party in Philly

Polar bears plunge

Low-flying trick

Honoring those lost
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Stanley

Sagwa-Siamese Cat

Arthur (EI)

Reading Rainbow (EI)

Sagwa-Siamese Cat

Stanley “Mistaken Mermaid”

Dora the Explorer (EI)

The Wiggles “Safety”

Bob the Builder

Dragon Tales “A Tall
Tale/Stormy Weather” Eunice
loses her glasses. (EI)

Funniest Home Videos

Full House “Spellbound”

Pokémon

Yu-Gi-Oh!

Doug “Doug’s New School”

Rocket Power

The Fairly OddParents

Rugrats

Even Stevens

Kenan & Kel

Gilmore Girls “Like Mother,
Like Daughter”

Degrassi: Next

Degrassi: Next

The Cosby Show

Home Improvement

Touched by an Angel “Last
Dance”

Movie (( “The Princess and
the Marine” (2001) Mark-Paul
Gosselaar, Marisol Nichols.

(:43) Movie ((( “In the Line
of Fire” (1993, Suspense) Clint
Eastwood, John Malkovich. A
veteran Secret Service agent
battles a vicious assassin.

Movie (((* “Children of a
Lesser God” (1986) William
Hurt. A teacher tries to reach a
proud deaf former student.

(:13) Movie (( “Striking Dis-
tance” (1993) Bruce Willis. A
serial killer stalks women
known by an outcast ex-cop.

Inside the Actors Studio
“Jean Moreau” Jean Moreau.

Coming Attractions

Entertainment Tonight

Movie ((* “The Fast and
the Furious” (2001) Paul Walk-
er. An undercover cop infiltrates
the world of street racing.

(8:47) Movie (( “Runaway
Bride” (1999) Julia Roberts. A
columnist tries to get the scoop
on a commitment-shy gal.

Movie ( “Ladybugs” (1992)
Rodney Dangerfield, Jackee.

Dr. Phil

(9:46) Oprah Winfrey

(:35) Guiding Light

(:17) General Hospital

Headline News

Judge Judy

Today Michael Keaton; New
Year New You; celebrity work-
outs.

Sylvester & Tweety

Buzz Lightyear of Star

The Fairly OddParents

My Life as a Teenage Robot

Jeopardy!

Headline News

AFNews on Assignment

Headline News

The Parkers

Arrested Development

Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition

Lost

Headline News

The Tonight Show

Late Show

Jeopardy!

Headline News

ESPNews

Advisory Block

The Parkers

Arrested Development

The Casino

The District

Pacific Report

The Tonight Show

Late Show

Access Hollywood

Headline News

The Late Late Show

Dennis Miller

Countdown With Keith Olber-
mann

Entertainment Studios.com

The Hot List

Headline News

Good Morning America

Nightline

Headline News

Hardball With Chris Matthews

The O’Reilly Factor

FOX News

Fox and Friends

Fox and Friends

American Morning

CNN Live Today

FOX News

DaySide With Linda Vester

FOX News

Studio B With Shepard Smith

Your World With Neil Cavuto

Lester Holt Live

NBA Basketball Teams to Be
Announced. (Taped)

NBA Fastbreak

SportsCenter

College Football Teams TBA.
(Taped)

NFL Live

SportsCenter

College Gameday

College Football FedEx Or-
ange Bowl -- Oklahoma vs.
USC.

NFL Live

Around the Horn

Pardon the Interruption

30-Minute Meals

Food 911

Sensible Chic

Fashion File

E! News Live

The King of Queens

That ’70s Show

Girlfriends

Charmed “A Witch’s Tail” (Part
1 of 2)

Ally McBeal “Queen Bee”

Any Day Now “Unfinished
Symphony”

Third Watch “Welcome to
Camelot”

Law & Order “Ambitious”

The Simpsons

Everybody Loves Raymond

The Amazing Race

Andromeda “Knight, Death &
the Devil”

Discovery Specials: Fire: The
Nature of the Beast

Friends

Seinfeld “The Bubble Boy”

The Daily Show

Blind Date

Jeopardy!

Headline News

ESPNews

Pacific Report

The Parkers

Arrested Development

Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition

Lost

Pacific Report

The Tonight Show

Late Show

Access Hollywood

Headline News

The Late Late Show

Dennis Miller

Countdown With Keith Olber-
mann

Entertainment Studios.com

The Hot List

Headline News
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Aaahh! Real Monsters

Rocket Power

SpongeBob SquarePants

Rugrats

Even Stevens

Kenan & Kel

Gilmore Girls “Like Mother,
Like Daughter”

Degrassi: Next

Degrassi: Next

Sesame Street (EI)

Barney & Friends (EI)

Blue’s Clues

Dragon Tales (EI)

Bob the Builder

The Wiggles “Hygiene”

Dora the Explorer

Stanley “Web Weavers”

Sagwa-Siamese Cat

Arthur (EI)

Reading Rainbow (EI)

Sagwa-Siamese Cat

Stanley

Dora the Explorer (EI)

The Wiggles “Story Telling”

Bob the Builder (EI)

Dragon Tales (EI)

Blue’s Clues (EI)

Barney & Friends (EI)

Funniest Home Videos

Full House

Pokémon Bayleef runs away.

Yu-Gi-Oh! “Mind Game”

Doug “Doug Grows Up” (EI)

Rocket Power

The Fairly OddParents

Rugrats Grandpa bowls.

That’s So Raven

All That

7th Heaven “We Do”

Sabrina, the Teenage Witch

Sabrina, the Teenage Witch

The Cosby Show

Home Improvement

Touched by an Angel “Miles to
Go Before I Sleep”

(11:00) Movie “Ladybugs”

(:44) Movie ((( “Diamonds
Are Forever” (1971, Adven-
ture) Sean Connery, Jill St.
John, Lana Wood. James Bond
battles a space-crazy villain.

Movie ((* “The Fast and
the Furious” (2001) Paul Walk-
er. An undercover cop infiltrates
the world of street racing.

(4:47) Movie (( “Runaway
Bride” (1999) Julia Roberts. A
columnist tries to get the scoop
on a commitment-shy gal.

Inside the Actors Studio
“Jean Moreau” Jean Moreau.

Coming Attractions

Entertainment Tonight

Movie “The Ballad of Lucy
Whipple” (2001, Drama) Glenn
Close, Jena Malone.

(:45) Movie (((* “Stalag
17” (1953, Drama) William
Holden, Otto Preminger. Ameri-
can POWs in Germany think a
cynical sergeant is a spy.

Movie (((* “Dangerous Li-
aisons” (1988, Drama) John
Malkovich, Glenn Close. Bored
ex-lovers engage in decadent
games of seduction.

(:16) Movie ((* “Austin
Powers: International Man of
Mystery” (1997) Mike Myers.

Showbiz Moms & Dads

Ebert-Movies

Entertainment Tonight

Movie (( “Lara Croft: Tomb
Raider” (2001) Angelina Jolie.
A globetrotting adventuress
seeks a fabled artifact.

(8:54) Movie ((( “The
Spanish Prisoner” (1998)
Campbell Scott. An inventor be-
friends a shady businessman.

Movie (((* “Boyz N the
Hood” (1991, Drama)

(11:30) Late Show

Access Hollywood

NFL Live

Super Bowl XXXVI Highlights

College Basketball Notre
Dame at Seton Hall. (Live)

College Basketball Alabama
at Vanderbilt. (Live)

Headline News

Headline News

Play With Me Sesame

Bear in the Big Blue House

Boohbah (EI)

Wheel of Fortune

Dr. Phil

(9:46) Oprah Winfrey

(:35) Guiding Light

(:17) General Hospital

Headline News

Judge Judy

Today New Year New You;
friendship.

Legend of Tarzan “Fountain”

Aaahh! Real Monsters

Sabrina, the Animated Series

NBA Inside Stuff (EI)

Jeopardy!

Headline News

ESPNews

Headline News

Two and a Half Men

Will & Grace “Flip-Flop”

Desperate Housewives “Pilot”

CSI: Crime Scene Investiga-
tion “Bad to the Bone”

Headline News

The Tonight Show

Late Show

Play With Me Sesame

Bear in the Big Blue House

Boohbah (EI)

Wheel of Fortune

Dr. Phil

Oprah Winfrey

NBC Nightly News

Judge Judy

Access Hollywood

(:25) Guiding Light

(:13) General Hospital

Larry King Live

Rocko’s Modern Life

NBA Inside Stuff

Jeopardy!

Headline News

ESPNews

Advisory Block

Two and a Half Men

Will & Grace “Flip-Flop”

Alias “Truth Be Told”

CSI: Crime Scene Investiga-
tion “Bad to the Bone”

Pacific Report

The Tonight Show

Late Show

Access Hollywood

Headline News

The Late Late Show

Dennis Miller

Countdown With Keith Olber-
mann

Entertainment Studios.com

The Hot List

Headline News

Good Morning America

Headline News

NBC Nightly News

ABC World News Tonight

CBS Evening News

The NewsHour With Jim
Lehrer

Hannity & Colmes

Headline News

Nightly Business Report

Lou Dobbs Tonight

Larry King Live

NewsNight With Aaron Brown

BET Nightly News

Tavis Smiley

Nightline

Navy/Marine Corps News

Hardball With Chris Matthews

The O’Reilly Factor

60 Minutes

Fox and Friends

Fox and Friends

American Morning

CNN Live Today

FOX News

60 Minutes

FOX News

Studio B With Shepard Smith

Your World With Neil Cavuto

Lester Holt Live

SportsCenter

College Basketball Princeton
at Duke. (Live)

NBA Basketball Phoenix Suns
at Houston Rockets. From Toy-
ota Center in Houston. (Live)

SportsCenter

(:41) ESPNews

NFL Total Access

SportsCenter

NBA Basketball Teams to Be
Announced. (Taped)

NBA Fastbreak

SportsCenter

College Basketball Notre
Dame at Seton Hall. (Live)

College Basketball Alabama
at Vanderbilt. (Live)

SportsCenter

College Gamenight

NBA Fastbreak

NFL Game of the Week

NFL Live

PGA Golf (Taped)

1st & 10

NFL Live

SportsCenter

Around the Horn

Pardon the Interruption

Late Night

The Amazing Race

Andromeda “Knight, Death &
the Devil”

Discovery Specials: Fire: The
Nature of the Beast

Friends

Seinfeld “The Bubble Boy”

Breathingspace Yoga

Caribbean Workout

Body Shaping

TIPical Mary Ellen

The View

Emeril Live

30-Minute Meals

Low Carb & Lovin It

Design on a Dime

Style Star

E! News Live

The King of Queens

That ’70s Show

Girlfriends

Charmed “Morality Bites”

Ally McBeal “Home Again”

Any Day Now “Huh?”

Third Watch “Anywhere But
Here”

Law & Order “Admissions”

The Simpsons

Everybody Loves Raymond

Summerland “Kicking and
Screaming”

The Practice “The Making of a
Trial Attorney”

48 Hours Mystery “The Ghosts
of El Segundo”

Friends

Seinfeld

The Daily Show

Blind Date

Play With Me Sesame

Bear in the Big Blue House

Boohbah (EI)

Wheel of Fortune

Dr. Phil

Oprah Winfrey

NBC Nightly News

Judge Judy

Access Hollywood

(:25) Guiding Light

(:13) General Hospital

Legend of Tarzan “Fountain”

Aaahh! Real Monsters

Sabrina, the Animated Series

NBA Inside Stuff

Jeopardy!

Headline News

ESPNews

Pacific Report

Two and a Half Men

Will & Grace “Flip-Flop”

Desperate Housewives “Pilot”

CSI: Crime Scene Investiga-
tion “Bad to the Bone”

Pacific Report

The Tonight Show

Late Show

Access Hollywood

Headline News

The Late Late Show

Dennis Miller

Countdown With Keith Olber-
mann

Entertainment Studios.com

The Hot List

Headline News

Good Morning America
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Ferguson takes over talk show

Craig Ferguson has something that will
make his late-night TV
talk show distinct — his
Scottish accent.

Now the new host of
CBS’ “The Late Late
Show,” does he plan on
making changes to the
format? “I am going to
stay with the format as it
is for now and experi-
ment with it gradually. I
think you have to know
your way ’round an en-
gine before you start dis-
mantling it,” he said.

Ferguson is best known for “The Drew
Carey Show,” where he played Drew Carey’s
boss.

He is replacing Craig Kilborn, who stepped
down last August.

Murary defends defensiveness

Bill Murray gets defensive when told he
has a reputation for being difficult.

“If it keeps obnoxious people away, that’s
fine,” he tells Time magazine. “It makes me
think of that line ‘you catch more flies with
honey than vinegar.’ People say this to you
with a straight face, and I always say, ‘Who.
Wants. Flies?’ ”

While on the set of Jim Jarmusch’s new
film, Murray, star of “The Life Aquatic with
Steve Zissou,” got into a quarrel with the loca-
tion manager when he arrived at a rented
house for a scene with child actors and discov-
ered there was no heat. When he started a
fire in the fireplace, the location manager told
him to stop.

“ ‘Who are you?’ ” Murray said he told her.
“She said, ‘I’m locations.’ I said, ‘Well, if loca-
tions had done their job and made sure it was
warm enough for these people, we wouldn’t
be lighting a fire in the fireplace.’ ”

Actress feels ‘lucky’ about role

After her Oscar-winning performance in
1999’s “Boys Don’t Cry,” Hilary Swank

thought the world was
her oyster.

Since then, her films
have included “The Af-
fair of the Necklace” and
the HBO drama “Iron
Jawed Angels.” None
were as well received as
“Boys Don’t Cry.”

Now she is earning
critical raves for her role
as boxer Maggie Fitzger-
ald in Clint Eastwood’s
“Million Dollar Baby.”

“Not to put down any
of these other movies I’ve done [since ‘Boys
Don’t Cry’], but they weren’t meaty like this,”
Swank told the San Francisco Chronicle in
Sunday’s editions. “I feel really lucky to have
found two amazing roles before I hit 30.”

Taking love interest to screen

Kevin Bacon had intimate knowledge
about his character’s love interest while shoot-
ing his new movie, “The Woodsman.” She
was, after all, Kyra Sedgwick, his real life

wife.
“We’ve been married

16 years, and this is one
of the handful of times
we’ve been on-screen to-
gether,” Bacon told the
Boston Herald in Sun-
day’s editions.

“She had a lot of hesita-
tion about taking the
part,” said Bacon, who
managed to persuade his
wife to take the part.

“I said to her, ‘Look,
we don’t have a Holly-

wood tabloid kind of marriage. People are not
really all that interested in our marriage be-
cause it’s a good one and is therefore uninter-
esting.’ ”

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

BY CATHY FRISINGER

Knight Ridder Newspapers

DALLAS — “Woo-hoo!”
Janine Turner is flying so high she lets

out a gleeful whoop every few minutes as
she addresses the crowd gathered for the
red-carpet opening of her directorial
debut.

“Stand up, Mike,” she orders Mike Nor-
ris, son of actor Chuck Norris. “[Mike’s]
also my husband in the movie — who
couldn’t talk because we couldn’t pay
him.”

“Woo-hoo!”
Actress Turner, best known for her role

as Alaskan bush pilot Maggie O’Connell in
TV’s “Northern Exposure,” is as giddy as
a 5-year-old on Christmas morning at this
gathering earlier this month at the Angeli-
ka cinema in Dallas. And why not? It’s her
party. For her movie — her movie in
every imaginable way.

“Trip in a Summer Dress,” a 26-minute
film about a mother and daughter divided
by a secret, wasn’t just directed by Turn-
er. It was also Turner who sought out the
rights to the short story by Annette San-
ford that appeared in a “Texas Bound” col-
lection. It was Turner who put up the
$20,000 to finance the film; Turner who
wrote the screenplay; Turner who por-
trayed the overbearing Mama; Turner
who plumbed her family and friends for
talent to play the roles of Sara Jean,
Blue-Haired Lady 1 and Little Girl on
Bus; Turner who sang the music that
plays over the closing credits. It’s even
Turner’s horses and cows and dog that ap-
peared in “Summer Dress” (with appro-
priate credits, by name — AB, Maggie,
Chubbs, etc. — at the end of film).

“Very seldom does anyone have their

hand on every frame of a film,” says “De-
signing Texas” host and longtime Turner
gal-pal Jocelyn White, who’s co-executive
producer of the film.

So it’s not Hollywood. And it’s not a fea-
ture-length film. And there aren’t oodles
of people with famous names competing
for the spotlight at the opening.

Still, it’s Turner’s work, all the way.
“This was, and is, by far my favorite

project,” bubbles Turner.
“Woo-hoo!”
A svelte, heavily made-up Janine Turn-

er is talking to some people in the lobby of
Timarron Country Club in Southlake,
Texas, after a photo shoot when a graying
gentleman walks up to her.

“I used to play golf with your father,” he
says, extending a hand and an eager
smile.

Turner looks pleased and replies that
her dad doesn’t play golf much anymore.
“He took up cows.”

Exchanges like that are among the rea-
sons why Turner — Emmy nominee,
movie star — lives in Colleyville, Texas.
The Fort Worth area always has been her
real home. It was in Euless that she
learned to ride a bicycle, at Eagle Moun-
tain Elementary that she exchanged
comic valentines with classmates, at
Boswell High that she cheered for the foot-
ball team.

Although her career took her to New
York and California, she’s glad she chose
to return to North Texas, where
long-standing connections enrich her life,
even though the spotlight is harder to com-
mand from Colleyville.

When she attends church here, her sis-
ter-in-law is singing in the choir.

When she wants to ride a horse, it’s a
short drive north to her ranch, Mocking-

bird Hill, where Maggie (she swears the
horse was named before she bought her)
and her herd of longhorns reside.

And when her 6-year-old daughter, Juli-
ette, feels sick during an interview, it’s
easy for Turner’s mother, Colleyville real
estate agent Janice Gauntt, to swing by
and pick up her granddaughter with the
mane of curls.

Such home-style comforts aren’t taken
lightly by Turner. She knows well what
it’s like to live the other kind of life, the
kind where career and the quest for fame
come first.

A dark-eyed beauty even as a child,
she’d done occasional modeling for the
Kim Dawson Agency from the age of 3.
When she was 15, she moved to New York
City with her mother to pursue modeling
and acting.

Her first TV role was on the “Who Shot
J.R.?” episode of “Dallas.” Then came a se-
ries of damsel-in-distress roles where
she’d be rescued by David Hasselhoff as
“Knight Rider” or some similar TV-style
hero. She did a year on “General Hospi-
tal” — “as a blonde, because they wanted
me to look like Genie Francis.

“I learned from that year that if you
take a role on TV, it better be a role that
you like.”

Finally, in 1990, came the big break,
with her Maggie role in “Northern Expo-
sure,” an ensemble comedy-drama about
the quirky characters living in a tiny Alas-
kan town. After pursuing fame away from
Texas for years, success was, strangely,
the means to her return home. Her first
purchases with her newfound wealth
were a black pickup and a horse — sure
signs of who she really was.

“I lived in LA, New York, Seattle and I
never really felt the desire to go home
until I had my big break, and then I
thought, ‘I can go home, now,’ ” she says.

KRT

Actress Janine Turner makes her directorial debut with the short film “Trip in a Summer Dress,” which also stars her daughter, Juli-

ette Gauntt, right. The film made its debut at the Angelika Film Center in Dallas. The two are shown in Grapevine, Texas.

Ferguson

Swank

Actress’ return to Texas allows her to make her movie – her way

Bacon

FACES

Turner gets southern exposure
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Oh, the Scorpio moon is a gypsy
temptress. She shows us the very
thing we desire and then plays a coy
game, dangling it just out of
reach. The question she
poses: What are you willing
to do to get what you want?
How far will you go? For
now, it’s enough to toy with
the fantasy. It’s best not to
make a move in the heat of
passion.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(January 5). Creative
self-expression is your
passion this year, and the
best things in life come to
you through creative chan-
nels. The winter months find you
experimenting. Come April, you
vocalize your needs in all your major
relationships. A new job or romance
ensues, bringing you deep fulfillment
and peace. Love signs are Aquarius
and Pisces.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Your driving ambition comes with a
price. Heal yourself by valuing your-
self. Acknowledge all that you’ve
already accomplished. You are
perfect as you are. You don’t need
to be anything but you.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Examine your motivations with
regard to a romantic relationship.
You may feel yourself being drawn
in by the allure of money or material
things. Be careful not to build a
relationship based on a false sense
of security.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You need your wiggle room. Commit-
ted twins probably want more space
in a relationship than a partner does.
If single, you could meet someone
rather eccentric. Keep an open
mind, but proceed with caution.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Let out a rebel yell. A burst of ener-
gy has you feeling jazzed. You’re
ready to break out of your shell and
do something wild. Focus on person-
al freedom and your own unique
mode of expression.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Put
your creativity to practical purposes.
Your talent is without limit, and so is
the demand for your services. You

can truly benefit the world on a
grand scale. Use your ingenuity, and
take advantage of new technology.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Is
it possible that you’re overloading
your schedule with extracurricular
activities in order to avoid something

at home? Abandon these
passive-aggressive tac-
tics in favor of a more
honest approach.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). You are
able to put your emotions
aside for the time being
and examine your relation-
ships with a bit more
common sense. Are you
really getting what you
need out of them? Don’t
be afraid to try a different

tactic.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Stuck in neutral? Maybe that’s not
such a bad thing. It is the wise
Scorpion who strikes only when
there is a real advantage to be
gained. Scope out the situation a
little while longer, and then act
decisively.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). You find yourself cast in the
role of the old guard, defending your
position against some young whip-
persnapper who’s eager to take your
place. Ah, the price of success! Why
not offer to be his/her mentor?

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Lay down the law if you must,
but first, try to see the situation from
the other person’s point of view. Is
he or she really being disruptive or
merely unconventional? Perhaps
your own methods could benefit
from a fresh approach.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Your humanitarian efforts gain a
new level of emotional depth. Har-
ness this blast of renewed enthusi-
asm, and run with it. Sign up new
recruits. Think up new slogans. You
are hereby nominated chief vision-
ary officer.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Your creativity has been unleashed,
and now, your mind is like a geyser,
spewing imaginative ideas all over.
Some are realistic, and some are
wildly fantastical. Jot them down as
they come to you. Then, tackle the
easiest first.

Creators Syndicate

Horoscope

Holiday Mathis
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across
1 Renee Fleming

rendition

5 Calendar abbr.

8 Heart of the 

matter

12 “Consarn it!”

13 Mess up

14 Biblical

preposition

15 Getting there

17 Load cargo

18 Brown ermine

19 Hale or Lane

21 Back talk

24 Fish eggs

25 Something

outstanding

28 Nuclear energy

source

30 Triumphed

33 Aye canceler

34 With 43-Across,

all over

35 Suitable

36 Skill

37 Singer Horne

38 Urban legend

39 “Malcolm in the

Middle” dad

41 Bread spread

43 “See ya”

46 Risk

50 Corn Belt state

51 See 31-Across

54 Unruly tyke

55 A billion years

56 Sea eagle

57 Terrier type

58 D.C. VIP

59 Deli loaves

Down
1 Commotions

2 Carry on

3 Grooving on

4 Shocked

5 A handful

6 Mound stat

7 — Mawr

8 Vim and vigor

9 Blocking

10 Old portico

11 Hamlet

16 JFK info

20 Host

22 Rescue

23 Secretarial

ability

25 Modern-day

evidence

26 Listener

27 Incidentally

29 Exam format

31 Make up your

mind

32 Ultimate, in a

sense

34 A Beverly 

Hillbilly

38 Parent

40 Decrease

42 Computer key

43 Some have pap

smears

44 Lancaster foe

45 Rams’ ma’ams

47 Off

48 Welles role

49 View-finders?

52 Weeding 

tool

53 B&B

Answer to Previous Puzzle
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Dear Annie: My

24-year-old daughter,
“Diana,” and I are very
close. This summer she
will be marrying “Dave,”
a wonderful young man.
I am happy for them.
Dave has accepted a job
12 hours away from here,
so they are planning to
move. It is a terrific
opportunity for both of
them. Diana will be able
to continue working
toward her doctorate, and Dave
can advance in his career.

I am a single parent, and
Diana is my only child. I have a
disability, and although I can
make it on my own, there will be
things I will have to get help
with. I don’t have any other
family around.

Knowing this, Dave and Diana
have asked me to move with
them.

I respect that they will be a
married couple, and I don’t want
to be the mother-in-law who is
always in the way, so I said “no.”

I love Diana enough to
let her go. Unfortunate-
ly, the more this be-
comes a reality, the
harder it is getting for
me. I am seriously
rethinking making the
move, but I want to do
what will be best for
them. Any words of
wisdom for me?
— Brenda in California

Dear Brenda: We
commend you for put-

ting your daughter’s happiness
before your own. However, that
doesn’t mean you can’t have
your cake and eat it, too.

Look for a place within a short
distance of Dave and Diana’s
new home. As soon as you are
settled, check out local social
organizations, or support groups
for the disabled, so you will have
friends of your own and a life
independent of your daughter. If
you make a genuine effort not to
be a burden, Diana and Dave
will cherish having you nearby.

Dear Annie: I have a ques-

tion for you. Am I expected to
give a tip to a tow-truck driver
who comes to help me through
AAA? I pay quite a bit to have an
AAA membership, and when I
recently needed it because I got
a flat tire, the tow-truck driver
hung around waiting for a tip. I
did not have any cash on me and
felt uncomfortable. I said “thank
you” numerous times and then
just left.

If I’d had the money, should I
have tipped him?

— Bergen County, N.J.

Dear Bergen: According to
AAA, members are never expect-
ed to tip.

It is one of the benefits of mem-
bership, although if the person
feels that the tow-truck driver
has performed service above and
beyond, tipping is certainly per-
mitted.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

Dear Abby: I have been dat-

ing “Richard” for three years. I
am 27 and he is 25. We have
talked about settling down for
quite a while now.

A month ago, Richard asked
me to marry him. We have
looked at engagement
rings in the past, and he
knows my taste. Howev-
er, he decided it would
only be right to let his
parents know about his
decision. His mother,
“Irene,” asked him how
much he planned to
spend for a ring. He told
her $2,000 to $3,000, and
she said that was too
much money.

She added that he
should buy me something
little now, and in a few
years, he could buy me some-

thing nicer.

Abby, I don’t feel this should

be Irene’s decision to make.

Richard earns good money. This

would not break the bank for

him, believe me. I am doubly

upset because Richard has decid-

ed to take his mother’s advice.
Irene is always interfering, de-
manding to know what’s happen-
ing with us.

She says that he’s the “man”
and needs to act like it. She told
him he “shouldn’t let a woman
control him.” Irene even has our

wedding planned for
us.

Am I being unreason-
able? I’m afraid that if
we are married, Irene
will be a constant inter-
ference.

— Lost in New York
Dear Lost: Your fears

are justified. Until
Richard stops allowing
his mother to make his
decisions for him, she
will rule the roost, and
her wishes and opin-

ions will take precedence over
yours. It’s interesting that Irene
is telling her son not to let a
woman control him, when she’s
the one who’s doing it. If I were
you, I’d recognize the writing on
the wall and run for the hills.

Dear Abby: I know alcohol-

ism and substance abuse are
diseases, but how long is a wife
supposed to stick around, forgive
backsliding, and try to pick up
the pieces? Is it better to stay for
the children’s sake, or to leave
for their sake? I don’t want my
kids to think that being drunk
and stoned every day is accept-
able.

My husband lives for today; I
live for the future. He tells me
I’m a terrible person for not
abiding by the “for better or for
worse.” I keep asking him,
“Where is the better?” After 14
years, all I have been left with is
worse and worst. Please tell me
what to do.
— Wants to Leave in New Jersey

Dear Wants to Leave: Make
your move. Your husband will
not get better until he realizes
exactly how great a price his
addictions have exacted from
you and the children — and
ultimately himself.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Annie’s Mailbox

Beware of fiancé’s meddling mom

OK to move closer to daughter

Dear Abby
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Tax Assistance 940

DSL and Cell service now 
in Italy and Germany.

Internet Services 600

Financial Services 904Transportation 944Dental 902

Travel Agencies 1002Attorneys 886 Long Distance
Service 660
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Computers 360

English speak, child care provid-
er, for late afternoons. Driver lic,
and reverences req., call Heidle-
berg 06221-5899948 after 1800

Child Care Wanted 300 Services Offered 952

Need Dependable Child Care ??
Live-out Nanny accepting Chil-
dren, all ages Kit area Heidi

0160-8042445

Temporary lodging, eff apart-
ment, fully furn, near Leighton
Bks, Wuerzburg, Avail Now,
Call anytime 0173-3235091

Child Care Offered 290

Larg 1 br apartment, small
penthouse, Sat TV, both AFN
and ASTRA rec, big terrace,
700eur ex. gas & elec. call
Shiela 06181-15593 Hanua area

Tanning Bed from Wolfe Sys-
tems, 24 bulb 120V, like new in
carton, used very little, $1200.

call 0160-939-68362

Apartment Furn 860

Plankstadt-HD near PHV,
55sqm, 1 BR, renovated Apt.
400 Euro+util, call 06202-24096

Beauty 210

Apartment Unfurn 856

Need Your Transmission or
Engine Overhauled? Call John
0711-843794

Automotive 140
Pug, ShiTzu, Schnauzer, Beau-
ceron pure breed puppies, all
shots&wormed, 0175-6435474

www.pupplanet.com

Auto Repairs 182

Dodge SRT-4 '03 Silv, pw, pd,
cd, sony amp, 17 in alu wheels,
3 in custom exhaust, 21K miles,
$16,000 obo, call 0172-1062764

Maine Coon kittens, CFA regis-
tered, litter, born 1104 $380 ea.,
c a l l  0 1 7 6 - 2 4 2 5 2 5 4 7
Bamberg/Vilseck area

Honda Revel '01, 250cc, US
specs, blue, great condition, low
m i l e s ,  $ 1 5 0 0 ,  c a l l
06403-9691880

Antique Walnut Spindle-Turned
Four-Poster Bed with original
springs & matching Chet-of-
D r a w e r s .  $ 6 0 0 .  c a l l

0160-939-68362

Dodge Dakota SLP '03, met-
blue, 4dr, 4x4, bedliner, 19500
miles, asking $23500 call
0160-4796566

Free Black Domestic Short Hair
Cat to good home. Lived with
two other cats & small dog. Call
06222-664544 Heidelberg area.

Dodge Neon ES '00 Red, cc,
pw locks/wind, cd, ac, new
paint, tires, 30K miles on motor
replaced warranty. One owner.
$4,500. 040-86693630 lv msg

Antiques 050

Dodge Dakota '99, ex. cond,
red, sport pkg, 5-spd, 60k mi,
pwr-brk, pwr-steering, $6k obo,
call 0160-99664552

HD '03 Heritage SFTL, blk & slv,
vh pipes loads of chrome most
orig parts inc. $19k call
0170-1977997 or email: george.
holzer@us.army.mil

Jobs Offered 630

Chevy Trailblazer '04 LS 4 X 4
drk\Red metallic, Excellent Con-
dition, many extras, low miles,
01605145659

• Purchase of listed pets is at
buyer's risk. German Dog Club
e.v. recommends checking
breeder's club membership be-
fore any purchase

Trucks 174
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
in Europe for assistance call

49(0)1803-AAHELP
or www.aa - europe.net

Harley Davidson FLHS '89,
white rebuilt engine, high tune
fo rks ,  $  12 .000  ca l l
0032-475850821

BMW M5 '91, blk, 330 hp 6 zyl,
5 sp, 17' rims, tint wind, all-pwr,
ets-ing, 193k km $6500 call
0160-7113621 Bamberg area

Pets 820
Motorcycles 164

Jeep Wrangler '02 Sahara,
Dark green with sand colored
hard & soft top, still looks brand
new, loaded with all the extra's,
59K miles. $17,500 call
06241-324779 or 0179-6734984

BMW 530i '04 Silv,U.S spec,
fully loaded, 11k miles, selling
moving down Range call
0174-4226717 or 0621-7246060

VIDEO STORE INVENTORY
FOR SALE

8000+ TITLES & RACKS CALL
06326-989967

Smart Car '03 Pure gray/black,
am, fm, cd, a/c, 35K km, $6,500
obo, call 06224-148992 or
0179-725299

German appliances, electronic
and furniture for Sale. PCSing
Jan 10th 2005 must sell call
0177-8860993. Heidelberg area.
email: colleen_smith@dell.com

Jeep Grand Cherokee '02 Limi-
ted, V8 4.7l, quaddrive, loaded,
55k mi, $20k obo, call DSN
347-3273 night 06150-866765

Audi A4 '04 conv ,3.0l U.S
specs, 10k mil, silv/black interi-
or, prem&sport pkg, fully loaded,

$ 37K obo, call 0175-7503269

PCS Sale 780

Nissan Maxima '92, 5-Spd,
German Specs, 4-dr, CD, Sun-
roof, radials, $2,250 obo, call
0611-927-9857

Video Rental and
Sales 1022

Ford Expedition EB 4x4 '99,
sage-green, loaded, pristine,
dealer maintained all records.
$16,250 obo, call 06303-924075

Alpha 164 '93, blk, 2.0 V6,
turbo, ac, mint cond, 141k km,
leather, heated power seats,
pwr win, dr, $ 2900, call
0175-1063803 or email: f.k
@willobey.com

Apt Spain Costa Del Sol
$ 275 wk + 497118828405

apbeachvacations.com

Mini Cooper S '03 US Specs,
fully loaded barely been driven
leather seats H-K stereo, $21k
or OBO call ELizabeth
00387-61181480

Ford Escape XLT '02, midnight
blk, loaded, front wheel dr, just
30k miles, $18500 obo contact
334-2641 or 06109-695551

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Mercedes C180 '00, elagance,
blue, 5-Sp., ac, new winter and
summer tires with rims, 66k km,
$15k obo, call 06371-619511

Chevy Trailblazer LS '02, red,
ex. cond,ac, hitch, pwr-win,pwr-
lks,4x4, 29900 mi, warranty
$19300 obo.call 09337-980648
or 0160-93576464

*Garmisch Skiing*
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km

Nth of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna
33eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst,

dogs welcome. 08824-9120
www.forsthaus-oberau.de

Used cars from $700 to $3000,
inspection guarantee, call
0171-9506602

Announcements 040 Travel 1000Automotive 140 Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Sport Utility Vehicle 172 Computers 360
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AFN TV & Radio
Wednesday

AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.-NBA: Teams TBD (dld).
AFN-Sports, 1 and 7 p.m.-College football:

Orange Bowl, Oklahoma vs. Southern Cal
(both dld).

Thursday
AFN-Sports, 1 a.m.-College basketball: Prin-

ceton at Duke.
AFN-Radio, 1 a.m.-College basketball: Bos-

ton College at Connecticut.
AFN-Atlantic, 1:30 a.m.-NFL: Super Bowl

XXXVIII Highlights (dld).
AFN-Atlantic, 2 a.m.-College basketball:

Notre Dame at Seton Hall.
AFN-Sports, 3 a.m.-NBA: Phoenix at Hous-

ton.
AFN-Atlantic, 4 a.m.-College basketball: Al-

abama at Vanderbilt.
AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.-NBA: L.A. Lakers at Dal-

las (dld).
AFN-Sports, 1 p.m.-College basketball:

Notre Dame at Seton Hall (dld).
AFN-Sports, 3 p.m.-College basketball: Ala-

bama at Vanderbilt (dld).
AFN-Sports, 7 p.m.-NFL: NFL Films Game of

the Week I.
AFN-Sports, 8:30 p.m.-Golf: 2005 PGA Tour

Preview Show (dld).
AFN-Sports, 10:30 p.m.-Golf: The Mercedes

Championship, Round 1.

All Times Central European Time; dld indi-
cates delayed broadcast. All listings are sub-
ject to change. Visit www.myafn.netfor
more information.

Pro football
NFL playoffs
Wild-card Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 8

St. Louis at Seattle
N.Y. Jets at San Diego

Sunday, Jan. 9
Denver at Indianapolis
Minnesota at Green Bay

Divisional Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 15

San Diego, N.Y. Jets or Denver at Pitts-
burgh
Green Bay, Seattle or St. Louis at Atlanta

Sunday, Jan. 16
Seattle, St. Louis or Minnesota at Philadel-
phia
Indianapolis, N.Y. Jets or San Diego at New
England

Conference Championships
Sunday, Jan. 23

NFC Championship Game
AFC Championship Game

Super Bowl
Sunday, Feb. 6
Jacksonville, Fla.

AFC vs. NFC

College football
Bowl glance
Tuesday, Dec. 14
New Orleans Bowl
Payout: $750,000

Southern Mississippi 31, North Texas 10
Tuesday, Dec. 21

Champs Sports Bowl
At Orlando, Fla.
Payout: $850,000

Georgia Tech 51, Syracuse 14
Wednesday, Dec. 22

GMAC Bowl
Mobile, Ala.

Payout: $750,000
Bowling Green 52, Memphis 35

Thursday, Dec. 23
Fort Worth (Texas) Bowl

Payout: $750,000
Cincinnati 32, Marshall 14

Las Vegas Bowl
Payout: $575,000

Wyoming 24, UCLA 21
Friday, Dec. 24
Hawaii Bowl
At Honolulu

Payout: $750,000
Hawaii 59, UAB 40

Monday, Dec. 27
MPC Computers Bowl
At Boise, Idaho
Payout: $750,000

Fresno State 37, Virginia 34, OT
Motor City Bowl
At Detroit

Payout: $750,000
Connecticut 39, Toledo 10

Tuesday, Dec. 28
Independence Bowl
At Shreveport, La.
Payout: $1.2 million

Iowa State 17, Miami (Ohio) 13
Insight Bowl
At Phoenix

Payout: $750,000
Oregon State 38, Notre Dame 21

Wednesday, Dec. 29
Houston Bowl

Payout: $1.1 million
Colorado 33, Texas-El Paso 28

Alamo Bowl
At San Antonio

Payout: $1.55 million
Ohio State 33, Oklahoma State 7

Thursday, Dec. 30
Continental Tire Bowl
At Charlotte, N.C.
Payout: $750,000

Boston College 37, North Carolina 24
Emerald Bowl
At San Francisco
Payout: $750,000

Navy 34, New Mexico 19
Holiday Bowl
At San Diego

Payout: $2 million
Texas Tech 45, California 31

Silicon Valley Classic
At San Jose, Calif.
Payout: $750,000

Northern Illinois 34, Troy 21
Friday, Dec. 31
Music City Bowl
At Nashville, Tenn.
Payout: $780,000

Minnesota 20, Alabama 16
Sun Bowl

At El Paso, Texas
Payout: $1.5 million

Arizona State 27, Purdue 23
Liberty Bowl

At Memphis, Tenn.
Payout: $1.35 million

Louisville 44, Boise State 40
Peach Bowl
At Atlanta

Payout: $2.2 million
Miami 27, Florida 10

Saturday, Jan. 1
Cotton Bowl
At Dallas

Payout: $3 million
Tennessee 38, Texas A&M 7

Outback Bowl
At Tampa, Fla.

Payout: $2.75 million
Georgia 24, Wisconsin 21

Gator Bowl
At Jacksonville, Fla.
Payout: $1.6 million

Florida State 30, West Virginia 18
Capital One Bowl
At Orlando, Fla.

Payout: $5.187 million
Iowa 30, LSU 25

Rose Bowl
At Pasadena, Calif.
Payout: $14.5 million

Texas 38, Michigan 37
Fiesta Bowl
At Tempe, Ariz.

Payout: $11-14 million
Utah 35, Pittsburgh 7

Monday, Jan. 3
Sugar Bowl

At New Orleans
Payout: $11-14 million

Auburn 16, Virginia Tech 13
Tuesday, Jan. 4
Orange Bowl
At Miami

Payout: $11-14 million
Southern Cal (12-0) vs. Oklahoma (12-0)

College basketball
Monday’s men’s scores

EAST
American International 77, Post, Conn. 63
Bates 72, Colby 65
Bryant 90, Assumption 62
College of N.J. 83, Amherst 61
Fairmont St. 78, Hiram 72
Gordon 68, E. Connecticut 63
Lebanon Valley 76, Arcadia 63
Lees-McRae 73, Bluefield St. 59
Lehman 57, St. Joseph’s, L.I. 53
Mass.-Lowell 79, S. Connecticut 59
Penn St. Behrend 58, Allegheny 51
Providence 79, Brown 63
Rider 95, St. Peter’s 86
Rutgers-Newark 64, Emmanuel, Mass. 52
Seton Hall 70, Morgan St. 57
St. Michael’s 82, LeMoyne 69
St. Rose 86, S. New Hampshire 69
Stevens Tech 75, CCNY 53
Stonehill 86, Merrimack 72
Union, N.Y. 66, Plattsburgh 60
WVU Tech 95, Marion 85
Wesleyan, Conn. 93, Albertus Magnus 79

SOUTH
Alabama St. 69, Jackson St. 68
Averett 73, Lynchburg 57
Bellarmine 104, Temple Baptist 61
Belmont 78, Campbell 71, OT
Berry 78, LaGrange 69
Bethune-Cookman 73, Savannah St. 64
Bluefield 65, Elon 63
Charleston Southern 79, Robert Morris 70
Chattanooga 76, Austin Peay 68
Christopher Newport 93, Rutgers-Camden 54
East Carolina 88, St. Andrew’s 40
Flagler 103, Thomas, Maine 56
Florida Atlantic 104, Mercer 101, 3OT
Gardner-Webb 72, Lipscomb 55
Georgia Southern 85, W. Carolina 76
Georgia St. 76, UCF 63
Grambling St. 72, Alabama A&M 69
High Point 75, Utah Valley St. 51
Kentucky Wesleyan 88, Union, Ky. 62
Lindsey Wilson 73, Emmanuel 56
Mount Olive 89, Francis Marion 63
N.C.-Wilmington 49, James Madison 48
North Georgia 98, Tenn. Temple 82
Northwestern St. 86, Huston-Tillotson 46
Pikeville 94, Virginia-Wise 64
Prairie View 77, Alcorn St. 69
Presbyterian 66, SouthernWesleyan 65, OT
Roanoke 72, Hobart 62, OT
SE Louisiana 83, Arkansas Baptist 61
Southern U. 53, Texas Southern 50, OT
Stetson 68, Jacksonville 63
Tuskegee 74, Stillman 66
West Alabama 72, William Carey 63
Wofford 74, Erskine 36

MIDWEST
Bethel, Minn. 92, St. Mary’s, Minn. 72
Brescia 69, Bacone 54
Carleton 81, Gustavus Adolphus 75
Carnegie-Mellon 91, Oberlin 66
Concordia, Moor. 77, Macalester 68
Concordia, St.P. 92, Trinity Bible 49
DePauw 79, Earlham 65
Detroit 76, Wis.-Milwaukee 68
Drury 85, Newman 78
Elmhurst 74, Greenville 58
Findlay 79, N. Michigan 70
Hamline 68, St. Olaf 64

Ill.-Chicago 62, Youngstown St. 56
Indiana Tech 83, Manchester 76
Kansas St. 80, Cent. Missouri 58
Lakeland 83, Concordia, Wis. 74
Loyola of Chicago 70, Cleveland St. 55
Manhattan 64, Wichita St. 59
Michigan Tech 74, Ashland 73
Minn.-Moorhead 85, Mayville St. 83
Minnesota 93, Loyola Marymount 67
Missouri Valley 99, Benedictine,Kan. 94
N. Iowa 75, Illinois St. 55
NW Missouri St. 81, Missouri-Rolla 55
Oakland, Mich. 93, Centenary 83
St. Thomas, Minn. 86, Augsburg 74
UMKC 77, Ind.-Pur.-Indpls. 61
Valley City St. 76, Minn.-Morris 69
Westminster, Pa. 113, Case Reserve 109
William Jewell 94, Baker 60
Winona St. 87, Upper Iowa 54
Wis.-Green Bay 73, Wright St. 71, OT
Wittenberg 65, Otterbein 53
Xavier 72, Iowa St. 59

SOUTHWEST
Arkansas St. 79, Lyon 57
Arkansas Tech 68, Ark.-Monticello 65
Baylor 77, Chicago St. 59
Cent. Arkansas 76, Christian Brothers 58
Henderson St. 63, Delta St. 61
MVSU 67, Ark.-Pine Bluff 55
New Mexico 64, Texas-Arlington 55
Oklahoma St. 86, Texas A&M-Corpus Christi 61
Sam Houston St. 86, LeTourneau 42
Stephen F.Austin 87, Houston Baptist 47
TCU 64, Texas St. 52
Tarleton St. 70, St. Mary’s, Texas 58
Texas Lutheran 75, U. of the Ozarks 45
Texas-San Antonio 81, New Mexico St. 74

FAR WEST
Air Force 69, Navy 46
Colorado Mines 78, Bethany, Kan. 54
Humboldt St. 85, Notre Dame de Namur 65
Pepperdine 78, Colorado St. 63
San Diego St. 64, S. Dakota St. 49
Utah 69, LSU 55

TOURNAMENTS
Holiday Inn Naismith Classic

Championship
St. John Fisher 79, Springfield 67

Lancaster Rotary Tip-Off Classic
First Round

Franklin & Marshall 89, John Jay 50
Gwynedd-Mercy 78, Old Westbury 69

Washington & Lee Tournament
Championship

Washington & Lee 79, Washington, Md. 74
Third Place

Piedmont 84, Marymount, Va. 70

Monday’s women’s scores
EAST

American International 79, Post, Conn. 46
Army 60, Air Force 53
Bryant 67, Assumption 52
Bucknell 90, Iona 66
California, Pa. 56, Freed-Hardeman 54
Colgate 63, Quinnipiac 61
Dominican, N.Y. 83, Molloy 82, 2OT
Franklin & Marshall 59, Lincoln, Pa. 53
George Washington 72, Fordham 50
Harvard 87, Stony Brook 69
Howard 61, Lafayette 50
Lehigh 62, Columbia 49
Merrimack 72, Stonehill 58
NYU 57, Illinois Weslyn 53
Penn 74, Rider 54
Princeton 67, St. Peter’s 50
Robert Morris 71, Mount St. Mary’s, Md. 57
Rutgers-Newark 46, Kings Point 42
Sacred Heart 65, Brown 51
Saint Joseph’s 79, Duquesne 68
St. Rose 66, S. New Hampshire 51
Susquehanna 94, Muhlenberg 84
W. Virginia St. 65, Barton 62
Westminster, Pa. 67, Carnegie-Mellon 64
William Smith 50, Worcester Tech 43

SOUTH
Alabama 60, Fla. International 54
Alabama A&M 53, Grambling St. 46
Alcorn St. 93, Prairie View 55
Anderson, S.C. 92, Presbyterian 82
Austin Peay 49, Winthrop 46
Campbell 57, Gardner-Webb 54
Christopher Newport 76, Goucher 50
Delaware St. 50, Navy 43
Fla. Gulf Coast 75, West Florida 69
Georgia Tech 74, UAB 49
Jackson St. 58, Alabama St. 54, OT
Kennesaw 79, Tusculum 65
Lincoln Memorial 57, S.C.-Upstate 52
Lipscomb 62, Belmont 53
Louisiana-Monroe 56, Northwestern St. 41
Mercer 67, Georgia St. 56
Mississippi 82, Memphis 54
Mississippi St. 73, Birmingham-Southern 57
N.C. State 81, Wake Forest 55
N.C.-Asheville 64, Tennessee St. 53
Pikeville 76, Milligan 53
Radford 76, Norfolk St. 69
S. Carolina St. 77, Coastal Carolina 68
S. Dakota St. 58, Middle Tennessee 56
South Alabama 74, Lamar 57
Southern Miss. 74, SE Louisiana 65
Southern U. 67, Texas Southern 55
Transylvania 61, Centre 42
Tuskegee 80, Stillman 68
UCF 49, Florida Atlantic 41
Valparaiso 79, Centenary 56
W. Kentucky 94, Murray St. 46
West Alabama 82, William Carey 73

MIDWEST
Benedictine, Kan. 66, Missouri Valley 49
Bradley 84, Wichita St. 53
Carleton 62, Gustav Adolphus 41
Chicago 80, Blackburn 52
Chicago St. 58, UMKC 48

Cleveland St. 75, Ill.-Chicago 68
Columbia, Mo. 70, Cent. Methodist 53
DePauw 65, Wittenberg 61
Detroit 62, Loyola of Chicago 56
Grand Valley St. 85, Lewis 64
Hamline 77, St. Olaf 72
Michigan Tech 62, Ashland 49
Minn.-Crookston 62, Mayville St. 57
Missouri Western 70, Missouri Southern 48
Missouri-Rolla 85, NW Missouri St. 64
N. Dakota St. 77, St. Anselm 60
N. Iowa 65, SW Missouri St. 55
Nebraska-Omaha 78, Peru St. 39
Park 82, Ottawa, Kan. 59
St. Cloud St. 81, Bemidji St. 72
St. Mary’s, Minn. 87, Bethel, Minn. 66
St. Thomas, Minn. 62, Augsburg 50
Valley City St. 80, Minn.-Morris 65
W. Illinois 66, Ind.-Pur.-Indpls. 53
William Woods 80, Brescia 52
Wis.-Green Bay 69, Wright St. 54
Wis.-Milwaukee 76, Butler 49
Xavier 64, Dayton 51

SOUTHWEST
Ark.-Monticello 73, Arkansas Tech 68
Hendrix 68, Texas-Dallas 56
MVSU 50, Ark.-Pine Bluff 41
Oakland, Mich. 65, Oral Roberts 58
Tarleton St. 64, St. Edward’s, Texas 62
Texas A&M Commerce 66, Midwestern St. 63
Texas Lutheran 87, U. of the Ozarks 71
Wheaton, Ill. 74, Concordia-Austin 61

FAR WEST
Arizona St. 69, Arizona 47
Gonzaga 71, Sacramento St. 56
Montana St.-Billings 66, NW Nazarene 65
New Mexico St. 68, Houston 63

Beach Ball Classic
Second Round

Palm Beach Atlantic 69, Utica Tech 45
Trinity, Ill. 73, Westminster, Mo. 56

Holiday Inn Naismith Classic
Championship

Marymount, Va. 82, Springfield 76
Third Place

Plattsburgh 71, Rhode Island Coll. 62

Hockey
World Junior Championship

Quarterfinals
Czech Republic 3, Finland 0
United States 8, Sweden 2

Sunday, Jan. 2
At Grand Forks, N.D.

Relegation
Slovakia 2, Belarus 1

Semifinals
Canada 3, Czech Republic 1
Russia 7, United States 2

Monday, Jan. 3
At Grand Forks, N.D.

Relegation
Germany 4, Belarus 3
Slovakia 3, Switzerland 2

Fifth Place
Finland 4, Sweden 3, OT

Tuesday, Jan. 4
At Grand Forks, N.D.

Third Place
Czech Republic vs. United States

Championship
Canada vs. Russia

Tennis
WTA Gold Coast

Tuesday
At Royal Pines Resort
Gold Coast, Australia
Purse: $170,000 (Tier III)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

Nadia Petrova (1), Russia, def. Zheng Jie,
China, 6-2, 6-3.
Angela Haynes, United States, def.

Stephanie Cohen-Aloro, France, 6-3, 6-1.
Dina Safina, Russia, def. Ai Sugiyama (3),

Japan, 6-3, 6-2.
Second Round

Magdalena Maleeva (8), Bulgaria, def.
Klara Koukalova, Czech Republic, 7-5, 6-2.
Silvia Farina Elia (5), Italy, def. Denisa

Chladkova, Czech Republic, 5-7, 6-1, 6-3.
Samantha Stosur, Australia, def. Iveta Be-

nesova, Czech Republic, 6-2, 7-6 (3).

Qatar Open
Tuesday

At The Khalifa Tennis Centre
Doha, Qatar

Purse: $1 million (Intl. Series)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

Fabrice Santoro, France, def. Thomas Jo-
hansson, Sweden, 6-4, 6-2.
Sebastien Grosjean (3), France, def. Gilles

Muller, Luxemburg, 7-6 (7-3), 6-2.
Nikolay Davydenko (8), Russia, def. Ivo Kar-

lovic, Croatia, 7-6 (9-7), 6-3.
Karol Beck, Slovakia, def. Igor Andreev,

Russia, 6-3, 6-4.
Albert Costa, Spain, def. David Sanchez,

Spain, 6-3, 6-4.

WTA ASB Classic
Tuesday

At ASB Bank Tennis Centre
Auckland, New Zealand
Purse: $140,000 (Tier IV)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

Shinobu Asagoe (4), Japan, def. Tatiana
Perebiynis, Ukraine, 6-4, 6-1.
Janette Husarova, Slovakia, def. Kristina

Brandi (6), Puerto Rico, 6-1, 6-2.
Nuria Llagostera Vives, Spain, def. Anne

Kremer, Luxembourg, 6-3, 6-3.
Jelena Jankovic (2), Serbia-Montenegro,

def. Claudine Schaul, Luxembourg, 7-5, 6-2.
Lucie Safarova, Czech Republic, def. Yuka

Yoshida, Japan, 6-0, 6-1.
Shahar Peer, Israel, def. Akiko Morigami,

Japan, 6-3, 4-6, 6-3.
Marina Erakovic, New Zealand, def.

Marie-Eve Pelletier, Canada, 4-6, 7-5, 6-3.
Jill Craybas, United States, def. Meilen Tu,

United States, 6-2, 6-2.
Katarina Srebotnik, Slovenia, def. Alina Jid-

kova (8), Russia, 6-3, 4-6, 6-3.
Mara Santangelo, Italy, def. Eleni Daniilid-

ou (3), Greece, 6-2, 1-6, 6-1.

ATP Next Generation
Tuesday

At Memorial Drive
Adelaide, Australia

Purse: $419,000 (Intl. Series)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

Xavier Malisse, Belgium, def. Alberto Mar-
tin, Spain, 6-2, 7-6 (1).
Julien Benneteau, France, def. Potito Sta-
race, Italy, 6-3, 6-4.
Taylor Dent (5), United States, def. Robby
Ginepri, United States, 6-1, 2-6, 6-2.
Radek Stepanek (6), Czech Republic, def.
Philipp Kohlschreiber, Germany, 6-3, 6-4.
Joachim Johansson (2), Sweden, def. Marc
Kimmich, Australia, 6-2, 6-4.
Agustin Calleri, Argentina, def. Jarkko Ni-
eminen, Finland, 6-4, 3-6, 7-6 (2).
Juan Ignacio Chela (4), Argentina, def. Sar-
gis Sargsian, Armenia, 6-1, 6-1.
Jean-Rene Lisnard, France, def. Sebastien
De Chaunac, France, 6-4, 7-6 (4).
Lleyton Hewitt (1), Australia, def. Arnaud
Clement, France, 2-6, 6-1, 6-1.
Amer Delic, United States, def. Todd Reid,
Australia, 3-6, 7-5, 6-2.

Hopman Cup
Tuesday

At Burswood Dome
Perth, Australia

Purse: $780,000 (Exhibiton)
Surface: Hard-Indoor

United States 2, Netherlands 1
Meghann Shaughnessy, United States, def.
Michaella Krajicek, Netherlands, 7-5, 6-4.
James Blake, United States, def. Peter Wes-
sels, Netherlands, 6-1, 7-6 (4).
Krajicek and Wessels def. Shaughnessy
and Blake, 7-5, 7-5.

Germany 1, Italy 1
Francesca Schiavone, Italy, def.
Anna-Lena Groenefeld, Germany, 6-2, 2-6,
6-2.
Tommy Haas, Germany, def. Davide San-
guinetti, Italy, 6-3, 6-2.
Groenefeld and Haas def. Schiavone and
Sanguinetti, 7-6 (7), 6-4.

Deals
Monday’s transactions

AUTO RACING
CHAMP CARWORLD SERIES—Named Steve

Shunck director of public relations and Tom
McGovern public relations specialist.

BASEBALL
American League

CLEVELAND INDIANS—Sold the contract of
INF Erick Almonte to Nippon Ham of Japan’s
Pacific League.
NEW YORK YANKEES—Agreed to terms

with RHP Tanyon Sturtze on a one-year con-
tract. Named Deborah Tymon senior vice
president of marketing and Michael Tusiani
vice president of corporate sales and spon-
sorships.

National League
PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES—Named Greg

Gross hitting coach for Batavia of the New
York-Penn League.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

CLEVELAND CAVALIERS—Announced Dan
Gilbert has purchased the team from Gor-
don Gund.
GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS—Placed F Edu-

ardo Najera on the injured list. Acquired F
Zarko Cabarkapa from Phoenix for a 2005
conditional second-round draft pick and a
2009 second-round draft pick.
LOS ANGELES CLIPPERS—Waived G Kirk

Penney.
NEW JERSEY NETS—Waived F Jerome

Moiso.
NEWORLEANS HORNETS—Activated F Rod-

ney Rogers from the injured list. Waived F
Corsley Edwards.
PHOENIX SUNS—Activated C Jake Voskuhl

from the injured list.
FOOTBALL

National Football League
ATLANTA FALCONS—Placed FB George

Layne on injured reserve.
BALTIMORE RAVENS—Announced the res-

ignation of Matt Cavanaugh, offensive coor-
dinator.
CHICAGO BEARS—Signed S Derrick Bal-

lard, LB Carl Diggs, QB Ryan Dinwiddie, WR
Jamin Elliott, WR Carl Ford, OT Ben Johnson,
WR Ron Johnson, WR Kareem Kelly, C A.J.
Ricker, RB Fred Russell, K Nicholas Setta, DE
Cliff Washburn and DL Greg White to the re-
serve-futures list.
CINCINNATI BENGALS—Signed LB Allen Au-

gustin, WR Jeremiah Cocheran, DE Derrick
Crawford, FB Doug Easlick, TE Ronnie Ghent,
WR Freddie Milons and CB Brandon Williams
from their practice squad to their offseason
roster.
WASHINGTON REDSKINS—Signed CB

James Bethea, CB Korey Banks, DL Nic Clem-
ons and DL Melvin Williams from the prac-
tice squad to the active roster.

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

CLUB DEPORTIVO CHIVAS USA—Named
Mart D in V Dasquez assistant coach and
coach of its reserve team.
D.C. UNITED—Re-signed D Bryan Namoff.

TANK MCNAMARA

SCOREBOARD
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Perfection lasted nearly a
month for the Miami Heat. Then,
the Seattle SuperSonics came to
town.

Ray Allen scored 35 points and
Rashard Lewis added 17 points
and 13 rebounds as the SuperSon-
ics snapped the Heat’s fran-
chise-record 14-game winning
streak Monday night with a 98-96
victory.

Seattle improved the NBA’s sec-
ond-best road record to 12-3.
Only Phoenix (12-2) has had
more success away from home.

“We had to
beat a very
good team to-
night,” said Se-
attle coach Nate
McMillan,
whose team

won its sixth straight road game.
“I think that is the team we will
see come out of the Eastern Con-
ference.”

Dwyane Wade had 23 of his 28
points after halftime for Miami,
which fell to 6-6 against teams
from the Western Conference.

Shaquille O’Neal had 25 points,
14 rebounds, a season-high seven
blocks and four assists for the
Heat, who were outrebounded
46-36.

“It was disappointing for the
streak to end that way,” Heat
coach Stan Van Gundy said. “The
only real negative in the game to
me was our rebounding. We got
absolutely worked on the glass.”

The loss denied Miami’s bid for
the NBA’s first 15-game winning
streak since O’Neal’s Los Angeles
Lakers won 19 straight in the
2000 season.

“I’ll take 14 out of 15 any day of
the week, any week of the month,
any month of the year, any year of
the century,” O’Neal said. “I don’t
know what comes after century.”

With the score 98-95, Lewis
fouled Miami’s Eddie Jones on a
three-point try with 0.4 seconds
remaining. But the Heat guard —
a 78.7 percent shooter entering
the game — connected on only
one of three free-throw attempts,
the last of which he missed inten-
tionally.

“When he missed the first one,
I most definitely exhaled,” Lewis
said. “I thought it was a bad call.”

Said Jones, who finished with
14 points: “It would have been bet-
ter if it went in, but it didn’t, so
you just need to keep moving on.”

Cavaliers 94, Bobcats 83: At
Charlotte, N.C., LeBron James
wasn’t hampered by a plastic
mask he wore to protect his bro-
ken left cheek, scoring 26 points
with eight rebounds and six as-
sists.

Drew Gooden added 19 points,
and Charlotte native Jeff McInnis
scored 13 points despite being
bothered all day by flu symptoms.

Kareem Rush scored 19 points
to lead the Bobcats, who lost their
sixth straight. Emeka Okafor had
his streak of double-doubles
snapped at 19 games after scor-
ing 12 points with just five re-

bounds.

Raptors 105, Magic 94: At
Toronto, Chris Bosh tied his ca-
reer high with 25 points, and Mor-
ris Peterson scored a season-high
21. Bosh also had 12 rebounds for
the Raptors, who ended a
three-game losing skid.

Steve Francis had 19 points for
the Magic, who have lost four
straight overall and six in a row
on the road. Orlando’s frustration
showed in the fourth quarter
when Francis received a late tech-
nical and Cuttino Mobley was
ejected after getting back-to-back
technicals.

Celtics 108, Hornets 90: At
Boston, Paul Pierce had 19
points, 10 rebounds and 10 assists
for his fourth career triple-dou-
ble, and Raef LaFrentz had 14
points and 12 rebounds as Boston
sent the Hornets to their eighth
consecutive loss.

Marcus Banks, making a rare
start at point guard in place of in-
jured Gary Payton, had five
points and an assist and Ricky
Davis scored 23 for Boston, which
had lost four of its previous five
games.

Lee Nailon and Baron Davis
scored 18 apiece for New Or-
leans, which fell to an NBA-worst
2-27.

Grizzlies92, Jazz 82: At Mem-
phis, Pau Gasol scored 25 points,
grabbed 10 rebounds and keyed a
third-quarter rally as the Griz-
zlies won their season-high fourth

consecutive game.
Gasol, who had 17 points in the

third quarter as Memphis took
the lead, was nine of 15 from the
field to help send the Jazz to their
sixth straight loss. Utah has
dropped nine of its past 10.

Pistons87,Bulls 80: At Chica-
go, Richard Hamilton scored 28
points, 20 in the second half, and
Ben Wallace had 16 rebounds
and seven points.

Tayshaun Prince added 15
points and Rasheed Wallace
scored 10 points for the Pistons,
who have won five of six.

Ben Gordon gave Chicago a
70-69 lead on a jumper with 7:39
left, then Hamilton sparked a
14-4 run.

Clippers 102, Nuggets 98: At
Denver, Corey Maggette had 33
points and 11 rebounds, and Rick
Brunson hit a key three-pointer
with 21 seconds left.

The Clippers got off to a great
start, had a miserable third quar-
ter and hit just enough shots
down the stretch to win for third
time in four games after a 1-7
stretch.

76ers 112, Warriors 104: At
Oakland, Allen Iverson scored 29
points, Andre Iguodala had 19
points and nine rebounds and
Kenny Thomas also scored 19
points for the 76ers, who made 13
of 14 free throws in the fourth
quarter to improve to 4-2 so far
on an eight-game road trip —
their longest in 10 years.

NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
New York 16 14 .533 —
Philadelphia 14 16 .467 2
Boston 14 17 .452 2½
New Jersey 11 18 .379 4½
Toronto 11 21 .344 6

Southeast Division
Miami 25 8 .758 —
Washington 16 13 .552 7
Orlando 15 14 .517 8
Charlotte 7 21 .250 15½
Atlanta 5 24 .172 18

Central Division
Cleveland 18 12 .600 —
Detroit 17 13 .567 1
Indiana 15 13 .536 2
Chicago 10 18 .357 7
Milwaukee 9 18 .333 7½

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
San Antonio 25 7 .781 —
Dallas 20 10 .667 4
Houston 16 15 .516 8½
Memphis 16 17 .485 9½
New Orleans 2 27 .069 21½

Northwest Division
Seattle 23 6 .793 —
Minnesota 16 12 .571 6½
Portland 14 15 .483 9
Denver 14 17 .452 10
Utah 11 21 .344 13½

Pacific Division
Phoenix 26 4 .867 —
Sacramento 19 9 .679 6
L.A. Lakers 16 12 .571 9
L.A. Clippers 15 15 .500 11
Golden State 11 20 .355 15½

Monday’s games
Toronto 105, Orlando 94
Boston 108, New Orleans 90
Cleveland 94, Charlotte 83
Seattle 98, Miami 96
Memphis 92, Utah 82
Detroit 87, Chicago 80
L.A. Clippers 102, Denver 98
Philadelphia 112, Golden State 104

Tuesday’s games
Milwaukee at Indiana
New Jersey at Washington
Sacramento at New York
Phoenix at Minnesota
L.A. Lakers at San Antonio

Wednesday’s games
Atlanta at Cleveland
Golden State at Boston
Sacramento at Toronto
Seattle at Orlando
Minnesota at Charlotte
New York at Miami
New Jersey at Milwaukee
Chicago at New Orleans
L.A. Lakers at Dallas
Phoenix at Houston
Philadelphia at Utah
Portland at L.A. Clippers

Thursday’s games
Seattle at Washington
Memphis at Detroit
Indiana at San Antonio

Monday
Raptors 105, Magic 94

ORLANDO — Hill 5-14 3-5 13, Howard 2-4 1-2
5, Cato 4-5 3-4 11, Mobley 3-10 3-4 11, Francis
4-14 11-12 19, Nelson 4-5 0-0 8, Battie 5-5 0-0
10, Kasun 1-3 0-0 2, Turkoglu 1-4 1-4 4, Aug-
mon 2-2 0-0 4, Garrity 3-9 0-0 7. Totals 34-75
22-31 94.

TORONTO — E.Williams 0-5 0-0 0, Bosh 9-19
7-7 25, Araujo 2-3 0-0 4, Peterson 7-14 5-7 21,
Alston 4-10 0-0 12, Woods 3-4 1-2 7, Rose 5-9
0-0 11, Marshall 1-8 0-0 3, Palacio 1-2 2-2 4,
Murray 2-4 2-2 7, Bonner 5-9 1-2 11. Totals
39-87 18-22 105.

Orlando 23 22 23 26— 94
Toronto 34 24 25 22—105
Three-Point Goals—Orlando 4-11 (Mobley

2-3, Turkoglu 1-2, Garrity 1-5, Francis 0-1),
Toronto 9-24 (Alston 4-7, Peterson 2-4, Mur-
ray 1-3, Rose 1-3, Marshall 1-5, E.Williams
0-2). Fouled out—None. Rebounds—Orlando
48 (Francis 8), Toronto 54 (Bosh 12). As-
sists—Orlando 20 (Francis 10), Toronto 22
(Palacio, Alston 6). Total fouls—Orlando 21,
Toronto 24. Technicals—Cato, Francis, Mob-
ley 2, Toronto Defensive Three Second. Eject-
ed—Mobley. A—15,782 (19,800).

Celtics 108, Hornets 90
NEW ORLEANS — Nailon 7-14 4-6 18, Rogers

5-14 0-0 10, P.Brown 2-7 1-2 5, B.Davis 6-19 5-7
18, Smith 4-10 0-0 9, Andersen 5-7 3-4 13, Dick-
au 4-7 1-2 10, Nachbar 1-5 2-2 5, Harrington
0-3 2-2 2, Freije 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 34-87 18-25
90.

BOSTON — Welsch 3-10 4-5 12, LaFrentz
5-13 3-4 14, Blount 4-8 2-4 10, Banks 2-5 1-1 5,
Pierce 6-13 4-5 19, R.Davis 6-13 9-10 23, Jeffer-
son 3-5 0-0 6, Allen 3-6 2-2 8, Perkins 1-3 0-0 2,
McCarty 3-4 0-0 9. Totals 36-80 25-31 108.

New Orleans 18 28 19 25— 90
Boston 25 21 36 26—108
Three-Point Goals—New Orleans 4-18

(Dickau 1-1, Smith 1-3, Nachbar 1-4, B.Davis
1-7, Rogers 0-3), Boston 11-20 (McCarty 3-4,
Pierce 3-5, R.Davis 2-3, Welsch 2-4, LaFrentz
1-3, Banks 0-1). Fouled out—None. Rebound-
s—New Orleans 49 (P.Brown 15), Boston 61
(LaFrentz 12). Assists—New Orleans 18
(B.Davis 5), Boston 22 (Pierce 10). Total
fouls—New Orleans 28, Boston 24. Techni-
cal—Nailon. A—13,002 (18,624).

Cavaliers 94, Bobcats 83
CLEVELAND — James 11-19 4-6 26, Gooden

8-16 3-3 19, Ilgauskas 1-8 6-6 8, McInnis 5-12
3-4 13, Newble 4-8 0-0 8, Traylor 2-5 2-2 6, Pav-
lovic 0-3 0-0 0, Diop 0-0 0-0 0, Snow 3-5 0-0 6,
Harris 1-3 0-0 2, Varejao 2-3 0-1 4, L.Jackson
1-2 0-0 2. Totals 38-84 18-22 94.

CHARLOTTE — Wallace 1-5 0-2 2, Okafor

6-12 0-0 12, Brezec 4-9 2-2 10, Knight 1-3 0-0 2,
Bogans 1-8 1-2 3, Rush 7-15 4-4 19, T.Smith
1-5 0-0 3, Ely 2-5 2-6 6, Hart 4-8 2-2 11, White
0-1 0-0 0, Kapono 6-15 2-2 15. Totals 33-86
13-20 83.

Cleveland 27 27 24 16—94
Charlotte 32 20 15 16—83
Three-Point Goals—Cleveland 0-12 (Harris

0-1, Pavlovic 0-1, Snow 0-1, Traylor 0-1, New-
ble 0-2, James 0-3, McInnis 0-3), Charlotte
4-13 (Hart 1-2, T.Smith 1-3, Rush 1-3, Kapono
1-5). Fouled out—Ely. Rebounds—Cleveland
62 (Gooden 14), Charlotte 48 (Kapono 7). As-
sists—Cleveland 22 (James 6), Charlotte 21
(Knight 9). Total fouls—Cleveland 19, Char-
lotte 18. A—12,690 (23,319).

SuperSonics 98, Heat 96
SEATTLE — Lewis 7-20 1-1 17, Evans 1-4 0-0

2, James 0-4 0-0 0, Ridnour 5-11 0-0 10, R.Allen
12-25 5-5 35, Fortson 4-8 7-9 15, Radmanovic
4-9 4-6 12, Daniels 3-5 0-0 7, Collison 0-1 0-0 0.
Totals 36-87 17-21 98.

MIAMI — E.Jones 5-11 3-6 14, Haslem 2-3
2-3 6, O'Neal 8-13 9-15 25, D.Jones 3-9 0-0 9,
Wade 9-22 10-11 28, Doleac 4-5 0-0 8, Ander-
son 1-3 2-2 4, Dooling 1-2 0-0 2, Laettner 0-2
0-0 0, Butler 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 33-70 26-37 96.

Seattle 21 28 22 27—98
Miami 20 23 26 27—96
Three-Point Goals—Seattle 9-20 (R.Allen

6-10, Lewis 2-7, Daniels 1-1, Radmanovic 0-2),
Miami 4-14 (D.Jones 3-8, E.Jones 1-3, Ander-
son 0-1, Wade 0-1, Dooling 0-1). Fouled out-
—None. Rebounds—Seattle 59 (Lewis 13),
Miami 44 (O'Neal 14). Assists—Seattle 14
(Ridnour 7), Miami 15 (Wade, O'Neal 4). Total
fouls—Seattle 29, Miami 24. Technicals—E-
vans, Miami Defensive Three Second,
Haslem. A—20,284 (19,600).

Grizzlies 92, Jazz 82
UTAH — Harpring 8-17 1-2 17, Boozer 8-14

4-8 20, Borchardt 1-4 0-0 2, McLeod 0-5 0-0 0,
Giricek 5-13 1-2 11, Okur 2-5 5-5 11,
Humphries 2-4 0-0 4, Snyder 1-2 0-0 2, Arroyo
6-13 0-0 15. Totals 33-77 11-17 82.

MEMPHIS — Battier 6-9 5-5 18, Gasol 9-15
7-10 25, Wright 1-7 0-0 2, Williams 2-5 0-0 6,
Miller 1-10 5-8 8, Posey 3-7 2-2 9, Swift 2-5 0-0
4, Watson 3-7 0-0 7, Wells 4-7 4-6 13. Totals
31-72 23-31 92.

Utah 23 14 21 24—82
Memphis 22 16 30 24—92
Three-Point Goals—Utah 5-8 (Arroyo 3-3,

Okur 2-4, Snyder 0-1), Memphis 7-19 (Will-
iams 2-3, Battier 1-1, Watson 1-2, Wells 1-2,
Posey 1-3, Miller 1-7, Swift 0-1). Fouled out-
—None. Rebounds—Utah 50 (Boozer 15),
Memphis 49 (Wright 12). Assists—Utah 23
(Giricek 7), Memphis 22 (Williams 6). Total
fouls—Utah 24, Memphis 21. Technicals—Wil-
liams, Wells. A—14,293 (18,119).

Pistons 87, Bulls 80
DETROIT — Prince 6-10 2-2 15, R.Wallace

4-14 0-0 10, B.Wallace 3-8 1-4 7, Billups 3-7 2-2
8, Hamilton 9-19 9-10 28, Dupree 0-2 3-4 3,
McDyess 5-8 0-0 10, Hunter 2-5 2-2 6, Camp-
bell 0-0 0-0 0, Parker 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 32-73
19-24 87.

CHICAGO — Deng 5-15 2-2 13, Davis 0-5 3-4
3, Chandler 2-4 2-2 6, Hinrich 6-17 4-6 19,
Duhon 1-5 0-0 2, Harrington 3-10 0-0 6, Gor-
don 10-22 2-2 27, Nocioni 2-7 0-0 4. Totals
29-85 13-16 80.

Detroit 14 25 23 25—87
Chicago 21 23 16 20—80
Three-Point Goals—Detroit 4-12 (R.Wallace

2-4, Prince 1-1, Hamilton 1-3, Billups 0-2, Hunt-
er 0-2), Chicago 9-21 (Gordon 5-7, Hinrich 3-6,
Deng 1-4, Nocioni 0-1, Duhon 0-3). Fouled out-
—None. Rebounds—Detroit 53 (B.Wallace
16), Chicago 52 (Chandler 14). Assists—De-
troit 19 (Prince 5), Chicago 21 (Hinrich 6).
Total fouls—Detroit 21, Chicago 20. A—18,523
(21,711).

Clippers 102, Nuggets 98
L.A. CLIPPERS — Simmons 5-15 3-3 14,

Brand 8-15 5-6 21, Kaman 0-2 0-0 0, Brunson
5-12 7-8 18, Maggette 8-16 16-19 33, Rebraca
3-3 0-0 6, Moore 1-4 1-2 3, Chalmers 0-2 0-0 0,
Ross 2-3 3-4 7. Totals 32-72 35-42 102.

DENVER — Martin 5-10 0-0 10, Anthony 6-21
7-8 21, Nene 7-14 6-7 20, D.Johnson 2-6 1-2 5,
Miller 6-8 4-4 17, Russell 1-4 4-4 7, Elson 2-3
0-0 4, Tskitishvili 0-1 0-0 0, Boykins 5-11 2-3
13, White 0-1 1-2 1. Totals 34-79 25-30 98.

L.A. Clippers 33 27 14 28—102
Denver 24 26 26 22— 98
Three-Point Goals—L.A. Clippers 3-11

(Brunson 1-3, Maggette 1-4, Simmons 1-4),
Denver 5-16 (Anthony 2-8, Miller 1-1, Boykins
1-2, Russell 1-4, D.Johnson 0-1). Fouled out-
—Rebraca. Rebounds—L.A. Clippers 57
(Brand 13), Denver 40 (Nene 13). As-
sists—L.A. Clippers 20 (Brunson 4), Denver
20 (Boykins, Nene, Miller 4). Total fouls—L.A.
Clippers 26, Denver 31. Technicals—L.A. Clip-
pers Defensive Three Second, Denver Defen-
sive Three Second. A—14,817 (19,099).

76ers 112, Warriors 104
PHILADELPHIA — Thomas 7-13 5-5 19, Ig-

uodala 6-9 6-6 19, Dalembert 0-3 3-4 3, Salmo-
ns 3-7 1-3 8, Iverson 11-19 5-5 29, Korver 2-6
0-0 6, Jackson 5-10 2-3 12, Williamson 5-10 4-5
14, Ollie 1-3 0-0 2. Totals 40-80 26-31 112.

GOLDEN STATE — Murphy 9-18 7-10 29, Dun-
leavy 6-12 2-2 17, C.Robinson 3-9 0-0 6,
Cheaney 2-4 0-0 4, Claxton 9-13 3-7 21, Fisher
5-14 1-1 15, Foyle 3-3 2-4 8, Sesay 1-1 2-2 4. To-
tals 38-74 17-26 104.

Philadelphia 23 29 29 31—112
Golden State 29 21 27 27—104
Three-Point Goals—Philadelphia 6-14 (Iver-

son 2-3, Korver 2-5, Iguodala 1-2, Salmons
1-4), Golden State 11-25 (Murphy 4-5, Fisher
4-8, Dunleavy 3-7, Claxton 0-1, C.Robinson
0-4). Fouled out—C.Robinson. Rebound-
s—Philadelphia 45 (Iguodala 9), Golden
State 45 (Murphy 14). Assists—Philadelphia
24 (Iverson, Salmons 6), Golden State 24
(Dunleavy 8). Total fouls—Philadelphia 23,
Golden State 30. A—16,629 (19,596).

Sonics thwart Heat rally,
snap their winning streak

AP

SuperSonics guard Ray Allen had 35 points on Monday to help snap

Miami’s franchise-record 14-game winning streak.
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SALT LAKE CITY — Quarterback Alex
Smith will skip his senior year to enter the
NFL Draft after leading Utah to a 12-0 record
and a victory in the Fiesta Bowl this season.

Smith announced his decision Tuesday,
three days after completing
29 of 37 passes for 328 yards
and four touchdowns in a
35-7 triumph over Pitts-
burgh.

He went 21-1 as Utah’s
starting quarterback and finished fourth in
the Heisman Trophy voting this season. The
Utes’ first finalist for college football’s top indi-
vidual award, he also was a second-team AP
All-American.

Smith completed 214 of 317 passes for 2,952
yards this season, with 32 touchdowns and
four interceptions.

Smith’s college coach, Urban Meyer, is leav-
ing Utah for Florida.

The 6-foot-4, 210-pound Smith has a strong
arm, but will have to answer skeptics who
question whether his thin build can stand up
to the NFL.

Cal QB Rodgers enters NFL Draft

BERKELEY, Calif. — California quarter-
back Aaron Rodgers will forego his senior sea-
son to enter the NFL Draft, capping his im-
pressive two-year transformation from a jun-
ior college star to a top pro prospect.

“I just feel like it’s too big of an opportunity
to pass up,” Rodgers said Monday. “I’m look-
ing forward to competing with the other quar-
terbacks for a chance to make an NFL team,
and I’m fulfilling a childhood dream.”

Rodgers passed for 2,566 yards and 24

touchdowns this season, his only full year as
Cal’s starter. He is seventh on Cal’s career
passing list with 5,469 yards.

Cal coach Jeff Tedford supported Rodgers’
decision, particularly after consulting with
several experts and former players who be-
lieve Rodgers could be the first quarterback
taken, probably going high in the first round.

“The opportunity that he has doesn’t come
around all the time,” Tedford said.

Okla. St. promotes Gundy to head coach;
RB Morency headed to NFL

STILLWATER, Okla. — Oklahoma State
promoted offensive coordinator Mike Gundy
to head coach Monday, the same day his pre-
decessor Les Miles was hired at LSU.

Gundy was the offensive coordinator under
Miles for the past four seasons, helping the
Cowboys average 31.5 points per game during
his tenure.

The 37-year-old Gundy was Oklahoma
State’s quarterback from 1986-89. He holds
school records for career total offense and
most passing yards in a game with 429.

“It’s been a long ride for me, but this is my
New York Yankees job,” Gundy said. “At
times in our profession, people will tell you
you’re not supposed to ever let administration
know that you’re at your last stop. Well, I
didn’t have a problem with that because I’m so
fired up to be here at Oklahoma State and be
working with the administrators and the peo-
ple we have here that I can’t hardly stand it.”

In other Oklahoma State news, junior run-
ning back Vernand Morency says he’s turning
pro because of Miles’ departure.

“With coach Miles leaving, I just feel men-
tally and physically ready to go and make my

presence felt in the NFL,” said Morency, who
turns 25 on Feb. 4. “There’s no doubt I’m the
top back in America.”

Despite missing one game with a knee inju-
ry, Morency carried 250 times for 1,454 yards
and 12 touchdowns during the regular season.

Clarett asks U.S. Supreme Court
to hear his case

WASHINGTON — Former Ohio State run-
ning back Maurice Clarett asked the Supreme
Court to reconsider his lawsuit challenging
the NFL’s draft eligibility rule.

The request was filed Monday, said Clar-
ett’s attorney, Alan Milstein. The NFL has 30
days to respond, and a decision on whether
the case will be heard probably would come
soon after.

Graham,
Lucas lift
Cowboys

Utah QB Smith going pro

BY STEPHEN HAWKINS

The Associated Press

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas —
John Lucas scored 14 of his 21
points in the final 6½ minutes
of the first half, and Joey Gra-
ham sparked seventh-ranked
Oklahoma State to a fast start
after halftime in an 86-61 victo-
ry at Texas A&M-Corpus Chris-
ti on Monday.

The outbursts by the two se-
niors made sure that the Cow-
boys (10-1), coming off a loss
that dropped them four spots
in this week’s Top 25 poll,
avoided a huge upset.

Corpus Christi (9-4), an
NCAA independent in just its
sixth season, hosted a ranked
team for the first time and had
a seven-point lead midway
through the first half.

Graham scored eight points
in a 13-0 run in the first four
minutes after halftime to push
the Cowboys ahead 44-28.

The Islanders had five turn-
overs in that stretch — match-
ing their first-half total — and
all but one led to points for
Oklahoma State.

Graham finished with 20
points and nine rebounds for
the Cowboys, who played only
Big 12 games until the NCAAs.

AP

Air Force’s Nick Welch, front, driving

past Navy’s Taj Mathews, had 13 points

during the Falcons’ 69-46 win Monday.

Falcons force 19 turnovers in rout of Navy; home win streak hits 19

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — St. John’s will not partici-
pate in the Big East tournament because of
the penalties the basketball program im-
posed on itself earlier this season.

Big East Commissioner Mike Tranghese
confirmed Monday that St. John’s will not
be eligible for the field and there will be
one less game in the 11-team tournament.
The fifth-seeded team also will receive a
bye into the quarterfinals.

In November, St. John’s imposed two

years’ of penalties — in-
cluding a postseason ban
for 2004-05 — after an in-
vestigation revealed
former player Abe Keita
was given cash by an ath-

letic department employee.
The NCAA is continuing its investigation

into the matter and will decide if the
self-imposed penalties are enough.

The Red Storm (6-4) have already
matched their victory total (6-21) from last
season — the worst in school history.

Federer cruises in Aussie Open tuneup

DOHA, Qatar — Roger Federer began
his Australian Open preparation by beat-
ing David Ferrer 6-1, 6-1 in less than one
hour in the first round of the Qatar Open.

In the second round, the top-ranked Fed-
erer will play 1997 U.S. Open runner-up
Greg Rusedski.

Victorious Hewitt rusty in Adelaide

ADELAIDE, Australia — Top-seeded
Lleyton Hewitt opened his 2005 singles sea-

son with a 2-6, 6-1, 6-1 victory over French

qualifier Arnaud Clement in the first

round of the Australian men’s hardcourt

championships on Tuesday.

Hewitt had a series of early unforced er-

rors and dropped four consecutive games

in the first set. He found his rhythm in the

second, taking the final five games and

serving out the set with an ace.

Hewitt broke Clement with a well-placed

backhand lob in the opening game of the

third set and kept the momentum.

BY EDDIE PELLS

The Associated Press

AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. — Anto-
ine Hood scored a season-high 23 points and
Air Force played its usual stifling defense
Monday night in a 69-46 victory over Navy.

Tim Keller, trying to get out of an early
season shooting slump, went 2-for-3 from
three-point range and finished with nine
points. The Falcons (8-5) won their 19th
straight home game, the fourth-longest
streak in the nation.

Air Force, which has the top-ranked scor-
ing defense in the nation, got 31 points off
turnovers, hounding a young, small team
from Navy (4-8) that lost for the sixth time
in seven games.

Laramie Mergerson had 13 points and
George O’Garro had 12 points and five re-
bounds for the Midshipmen, who failed in to
sweep football and basketball games from
their military rivals this season. Navy won
the football game 24-21 in October.

Hood, a 6-foot-4 guard, did most of his
damage down low, posting up and hitting a
variety of turnarounds and scoop shots. He
surpassed his previous season high of 17
points by making a three-pointer to give the
Falcons a 55-37 lead midway through the
second half.

While Hood was shining inside, forward
Jacob Burtschi handed out assists. He fin-
ished with four, three of which came in the
opening minutes, all on nice passes to Nick
Welch (13 points), who was cutting through
the middle.

Burtschi’s last assist came after he dove
for a loose ball and pushed a deft outlet pass
upcourt to Hood, who made a layup as part
of a 16-8 run that turned the Falcons’
10-point lead into a runaway.

Air Force played its usual slow-down, Prin-
ceton-style offense and backed it up with
good defense. The Falcons, who allow 51.5
points a game, forced 19 turnovers and Dan
Nwaelele had three of his team’s nine steals.

Navy made 50 percent of its field-goal at-

tempts, but only managed 34 shots. Junior
David Hooper, Navy’s second-leading scor-
er averaging 12.4 points a game, had only
three in 21 minutes, setting season lows for
points and playing time.

Led by Hood’s 8-for-10 shooting, the Fal-
cons went 24-for-40 from the floor (60 per-
cent).

The home winning streak is impressive,
especially considering where the Air Force
program has been for the past four decades.
Last year, the Falcons won 22 games and
made the NCAA tournament for the first
time since 1962.

They haven’t lost at Clune Arena since
February 2003 and host Texas Pan-Ameri-
can on Wednesday before opening Moun-
tain West Conference play at home Satur-
day against Colorado State.

The Falcons figure to be tested next week
when they host New Mexico (13-2), then
play at Brigham Young (5-8) and at Utah
(11-3).

Navy opens play in the Patriot League on
Saturday at Lafayette.

St. John’s will not participate in Big East hoop tournament

College
football
briefs

Defensive posture suits Air Force

AP

Utah’s Alex Smith threw 32 TD passes, ran for

10 more and had only four interceptions this

season while throwing for 2,952 yards.
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BY PAUL NEWBERRY

The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — Virginia
Tech could have ended all the con-
troversy. The Hokies let their
chance slip away.

By dropping a pass in the end
zone and missing a chip-shot field
goal, Virginia Tech allowed Au-
burn to finish its perfect season
with a 16-13 victory in the Sugar
Bowl.

So, while the Tigers (13-0)
pitched themselves as co-national
champions, the Hokies pondered
what might have been without
those two glaring miscues.

“We had opportunities to win
this game,” quarterback Bryan
Randall said. “Right now, it’s defi-
nitely disappointing.”

Virginia Tech (10-3) made it
close at the end.

Randall connected with Josh
Morgan on two touchdown passes
in the fourth quarter, including
an 80-yarder with 2:01 left. But
the ninth-ranked Hokies failed to
recover the onside kick and could
only watch helplessly as Auburn
ran out the clock, then poured
onto the field to celebrate.

Auburn’s defense was impres-
sive, picking Randall off twice —
double his total in the previous
seven games. But Virginia Tech
ran eight plays inside the 10-yard
line and came away with nothing.

Trailing 6-0, the Hokies wasted
their chance to take the lead
when fullback Jesse Allen
dropped a short pass in the sec-
ond quarter. On fourth-and-goal
inside the 1, Randall faked a hand-

off to Mike Imoh and flipped a
pass to Allen, who was open in the
end zone. But Allen couldn’t con-
trol the ball, bobbling it several
times before it fell.

Randall had what appeared to
be a clear path to the end zone
from the 10-yard line at the start
of the fourth quarter. But as he
crossed the 6, Auburn defensive
back Carlos Rogers closed in fast,
sending Randall on an
end-over-end tumble.

When Randall came to rest —
practically on his head — he was
still well short of the goal line.
Two plays later, Brandon Pace
missed a 23-yard field goal at-
tempt, pulling the ball wide left.

Even when the Hokies found
their groove, it wasn’t enough.
Mikal Baaquee recovered Carnell
Williams’ fumble and Virginia
Tech drove for its first score of
the night, Randall’s 29-yard pass
to Morgan with 6:58 left.

The Hokies went for a 2-point
conversion, but Randall’s incom-
plete pass left the score at 16-6.

The Tigers intercepted Randall
on Virginia Tech’s next series,
but the Hokies’ defense forced Au-
burn to go three-and-out.

On Virginia Tech’s next play,
Morgan slipped behind Auburn’s
prevent defense for the 80-yard
touchdown that made it 16-13.

But Auburn recovered the on-
side kick, one last missed opportu-
nity for Virginia Tech.

“They gave the same kind of ef-
fort they gave all year,” coach
Frank Beamer said. “We just
didn’t have quite the timing or the
sharpness we needed to have
against a team like Auburn.”

AUBURN, FROM BACK PAGE

They didn’t play like it, though.
John Vaughn’s three short field
goals accounted for most of the
scoring. Carnell Williams and
Ronnie Brown, Auburn’s herald-
ed running back duo, combined
for only 129 yards rushing and
didn’t get close to the end zone.

Williams also fumbled in the
fourth quarter when the Tigers,
leading 16-0, were driving for the
touchdown that could have made
the victory a lot more impressive.

Campbell was named MVP
after completing 11 of 16 passes,
but had only 189 yards passing.
After looking so nasty the first 50
minutes, Auburn’s defense gave
up two huge touchdowns, includ-
ing an 80-yarder with two min-
utes left.

And if not for some blunders by
the Hokies (10-3), Auburn
wouldn’t even be pleading its
case right now. Virginia Tech
botched two easy scoring opportu-
nities, including a chip-shot field
goal, and also missed a 2-point
conversion.

The Hokies finally found their
groove late in the fourth quarter,
with Bryan Randall connecting
with Josh Morgan on two scoring
passes, including the 80-yarder
with two minutes left.

Randall threw for 299 yards,
but was 21-for-38 with two inter-
ceptions.

“People were expecting it to be
a blowout. People were expecting
Auburn to show they should be in
Miami,” Virginia Tech corner-
back Eric Green said. “I think
they’re right where they belong.”

The odd team out in a troika of
12-0 teams, Auburn settled for a
spot in the Sugar Bowl against the
Hokies, while USC and Oklahoma
were tapped for the Orange Bowl
— the BCS title game.

Nothing ever seems to work out
smoothly in Division I-A football,
the only college sport that insists
on using a mix of polls and bowls
to determine its champion rather
than settling things with a playoff.

Auburn’s hopes were based on
this convoluted scenario: The Ti-
gers defeated Virginia Tech con-
vincingly, Oklahoma knocked off

USC in an ugly Orange Bowl and
enough voters in The Associated
Press media poll picked Auburn
as the No. 1 team, creating anoth-
er split championship.

The winner of the Orange Bowl
is assured of being voted No. 1 in
the coaches’ poll. But the AP rank-
ings aren’t tied to the BCS.

Last season, USC was voted No.
1 by the AP after winning the
Rose Bowl, while LSU won the
BCS title by beating Oklahoma in
the Sugar Bowl.

But when Randall threw a
29-yard touchdown pass to Mor-
gan with 6:58 left, ruining Au-
burn’s shutout, one could almost
sense that USC, Oklahoma and —
especially — the BCS were breath-
ing a little easier.

Randall dealt another blow
with his 80-yard strike. The Ti-
gers recovered the onside kick
and kneeled down to run out the
clock, deciding to preserve the
victory rather than try to win
more impressively.

“I just wanted to win by one,”
Auburn coach Tommy Tuberville
said. “That’s all that counts. If you
have to win with style points, you
might as well throw out all the sys-
tems.”

But with three unbeaten teams
so closely matched, style and
poise are the only way to set one
apart.

Auburn blew its chance to blow

the game open in the first half,
going 0-for-3 from inside the Vir-
ginia Tech 10. The Tigers had to
settle for field goals by Vaughn,
who connected from 23, 19 and 24
yards for a 9-0 lead at halftime.

After taking the second-half
kickoff, Auburn finally drove all
the way to the end zone. The big-
gest play was a third-and-16,
when Campbell scrambled near
the Virginia Tech sideline and
spotted Anthony Mix breaking
open, connecting with him on a
53-yard pass.

Then, on third-and-2 from the
Virginia Tech 5, Campbell froze
the linebackers with play-action
and hit Devin Aromashodu on a
quick slant over the middle for
Auburn’s first TD.

It would be their only one, hard-
ly the sort of definitive statement
the Tigers hoped to make with the
nation — and all those crucial vot-
ers — watching.

“We’re a well-rounded team
that is 13-0,” Tuberville said.

“We can’t do any more than
what we did. So we’ll accept some
national championship from
somebody, if anybody wants to
give it to us.”

Monday
Sugar Bowl

No. 3 Auburn 16,
No. 9 Virginia Tech 13

Virginia Tech 0 0 0 13—13
Auburn 6 3 7 0—16

First Quarter
AU—FG Vaughn 23, 8:44.
AU—FG Vaughn 19, 1:10.

Second Quarter
AU—FG Vaughn 24, 1:50.

Third Quarter
AU—Aromashodu 5 pass from J.Campbell

(Vaughn kick), 10:39.
Fourth Quarter

VT—Morgan 29 pass from Randall (pass
failed), 6:58.

VT—Morgan 80 pass from Randall (Pace
kick), 2:01.

A—77,349.
 VT AU

First downs 19 14
Rushes-yards 22-76 43-110
Passing 299 189
Comp-Att-Int 21-38-2 11-16-1
Return Yards (-5) 53
Punts-Avg. 5-35.2 4-43.0
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 1-1
Penalties-Yards 7-57 4-35
Time of Possession 26:26 33:34

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—Virginia Tech, Randall 9-45, Imoh

6-16, Humes 6-10, Hamilton 1-5. Auburn,
R.Brown 14-68, Ca.Williams 19-61, J.Campbell
6-(minus 3), team 4-(minus 16).

Passing—Virginia Tech, Randall
21-28-2-299. Auburn, J.Campbell 11-16-1-189.

Receiving—Virginia Tech, Hyman 5-71, Mor-
gan 3-126, Royal 3-37, King 3-12, Clowney
2-23, Mazzetta 1-20, Humes 1-10, Hamilton
1-6, Harper 1-2, Imoh 1-(miunus 8). Auburn,
Taylor 5-87, Mix 2-68, Ca.Williams 2-(minus
6), Wallace 1-35, Aromashodu 1-5.

Defense: Big plays helped
Tigers hold off Hokies
DEFENSE, FROM BACK PAGE

Rosegreen, often overshad-
owed by All-American corner-
back Carlos Rogers, had several
huge plays. First, he returned an
interception 32 yards to set up a
field goal in the first quarter.

He also had a hand — literally
— in Auburn’s goal line stand in
the second. A diving Rosegreen
got a fingertip on the ball, and full-
back Jesse Allen dropped what
looked like a sure touchdown in
the end zone.

“I got up in the defense’s face
and let them know they weren’t
going to get in the end zone,” Ro-
segreen said.

Tuberville called that stand “a
key of the game.”

“We made them throw the ball
from the 1-yard line,” he said.

“That means we had convinced
them we could stop the run.”

Rosegreen deflected a pass into
linebacker Derrick Graves’
hands to help thwart Virginia
Tech’s comeback try in the fourth
quarter.

Randall hadn’t thrown an inter-
ception in the last four games and
had only one in the last seven.

After Jason Campbell’s inter-
ception gave Virginia Tech the
ball at the Auburn 32 late in the
third quarter, the defense held
again.

The Hokies converted one
fourth-down play to set up
first-and-goal, again from the 10.

Randall briefly appeared to
have some running room, but Rog-
ers flipped him with a nice tackle
and Brandon Pace missed what
turned out to be an important
23-yard field goal attempt.

Auburn’s defense was sup-
posed to be the team’s big ques-
tion mark after losing five stars
from the front seven. The Tigers
attracted so much attention for
the defenders who were gone —
such as linebackers Karlos Dans-
by and Dontarrious Thomas —
they gave themselves the
“No-Name” tag.

They also proved a nightmarish
third quarter in the Southeastern
Conference championship game
was an aberration.

The Tigers gave up an 80-yard
touchdown run to Tennessee’s
Gerald Riggs and allowed three
rushing TDs after giving up only
one in the first 11 games. The
Hokies couldn’t add another.

AP

Auburn safety Junior Rosegreen is pursued by Virginia Tech players D.J Parker and Jimmy Martin (52) after

an interception in the Sugar Bowl on Monday night at the Louisiana Superdome in New Orleans.

Failures inside 20
costly for Va. Tech

Auburn: AP poll is Tigers’ only hope
for share of national championship

People were

expecting it to be

a blowout. People

were expecting

Auburn to show

they should be in

Miami. I think

they’re right

where they

belong.

Eric Green

Virginia Tech cornerback
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Selig’s approval
draws Yankees
closer to Johnson

BY RONALD BLUM

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Wade Boggs
was overwhelmingly elected to
the Hall of Fame in his first year
of eligibility Tuesday, and Ryne
Sandberg made it with just six
votes to spare on his third try.

Boggs, a five-time American
League batting champ for the Bos-
ton Red Sox, was selected by 474
of the record 516 voters who are
10-year members of the Baseball
Writers’ Association of America.

The 91.86 percent of ballots he
received was the 19th-highest per-
centage in Hall history, and he be-
came the 41st player elected on
his first chance.

In total votes, Boggs trailed
only Nolan Ryan (491) and
George Brett (488).

“It’s mind-boggling to be put in
the same category,” said Boggs,
who credited his success to his
79-year-old father, Winfield. “He
coached me in Little League and
sort of nurtured me along — was
there every phone call in the
minor leagues.”

Sandberg, the 1984 National
League MVP for the Chicago
Cubs, was picked by 393 voters.
He appeared on 76.2 percent of
ballots, just above the 75 percent
cutoff (387). Sandberg received
49.2 percent of votes in 2003 and
got 61.1 percent last year, falling
71 votes short.

“Watching Ryno play in the
other league was a treat,” Boggs
said. “He could work Wrigley
magic more than anybody knew.”

Reliever Bruce Sutter, appear-
ing on the ballot for the 12th time,
received 344 votes (66.7 percent),
up from 301 last year but 43 shy
of what was needed this time. He
was followed by Jim Rice (307),
Rich Gossage (285) and Andre
Dawson (270).

“I’m not going to say I’m disap-
pointed,” Dawson said.

Willie McGee, also on the ballot
for the first time, received 26
votes, exactly at the 5 percent cut-
off to avoid being dropped in fu-
ture years. Darryl Strawberry got
six votes in his first bid.

Pete Rose, ineligible for the bal-
lot because of his lifetime ban
from baseball, received nine
write-in votes, six fewer than last
year and his lowest total. Rose,
who admitted last year that he bet
on the Cincinnati Reds while man-
aging them in the late 1980s, has
been written in on 239 of 6,687 bal-
lots (3.6 percent) over 14 years.

He must be reinstated by late
November to appear on the ballot
in 2006, the final year he would
be eligible.

Boggs, known for his array of
pre- and postgame rituals, was a
12-time All-Star during an 18-year
career, finishing with 3,010 hits.

He won batting titles in 1983
and from 1985-88, becoming the

first player to win the AL batting
championship in four straight
years since Rod Carew from
1972-75. Boggs, who hit .300 or
higher 15 times, finished with a
.328 career average and was the
only player in the 20th century
with seven straight 200-hit sea-
sons. He also became the first
player to get 200 hits and 100
walks in four consecutive seasons.

A two-time Gold Glove winner
at third base, Boggs played for the
Red Sox from 1982-92, then spent
five seasons with the New York
Yankees, helping the team win
the 1996 World Series and riding
a police horse around Yankee Sta-
dium after the final victory.

His final two seasons were with
his hometown Tampa Bay Devil
Rays.

On Aug. 7, 1999, Boggs became
the 23rd member of the 3,000-hit
club, connecting off Cleveland’s
Chris Haney to become the first
player to get No. 3,000 with a
home run. After circling the
bases, Boggs kissed home plate.

Sandberg was a nine-time Gold
Glove second baseman and a
10-time All-Star. He hit 277 hom-
ers, the most by a second base-
man at the time of his retirement,
and led the NL with 40 in 1990.
His .989 fielding percentage is
the highest at the position.

Among the players eligible for
the first time on next year’s
BWAA ballot are Orel Hershiser,
Will Clark and Dwight Gooden.

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Four Mets executives traveled to
Puerto Rico on Monday and met for four hours with
Carlos Beltran, a major step in New York’s push to

sign another prized free agent.
General manager Omar Minaya

and owner Fred Wilpon were
among those who went to San
Juan to visit with Beltran, agent
Scott Boras, and Boras’ associate,

Mike Fiore. Senior vice president of baseball opera-
tions Jim Duquette and special assistant Tony Ber-
nazard also made the trip.

“We had a very productive meeting,” Boras said
after the session at a San Juan hotel.

Boras would not discuss whether the Mets made
an offer during the meeting.

A similar trip helped Minaya and the Mets lure
star pitcher Pedro Martinez this offseason. Minaya
traveled to the Dominican Republic during Thanks-
giving weekend and dined with Martinez, who
agreed to a $53 million, four-year contract with New
York last month.

Beltran led the Houston Astros within one victory
of their first World Series last season, batting .417 in
the NL championship series with four home runs,
five RBIs and four stolen bases. He also hit .455 with
four homers and nine RBIs in the first round.

The Astros would like to retain Beltran, but if they
don’t reach an agreement by Saturday they can’t
re-sign him until May 1.

Beltran also met with New York Yankees owner
George Steinbrenner in Tampa, Fla., last month.
The All-Star center fielder said the Detroit Tigers
and Chicago Cubs have shown interest as well.

Orioles’ Ponson released after a week
in jail in native Aruba

ORANJESTAD, Aruba — Baltimore Orioles pitch-
er Sidney Ponson was released from jail on Tuesday

after being held for a week while police investigated
allegations he punched a judge on a beach in Aruba.

Ponson appeared before a judge on Tuesday and
prosecutors said they would not oppose his release
as he awaits trial, the daily La Prensa reported. The
28-year-old right-hander faces charges of public vio-
lence and simple aggression. No trial date has been
set.

Under Aruba law, a suspect can be detained for
up to eight days without bail while police investigate
a crime.

Ponson, who was born on the Dutch Caribbean is-
land, allegedly punched a local judge on Dec. 25 at a
beach in Boca Catalina after several people confront-
ed Ponson, accusing him of harassing them with his
personal watercraft and operating it recklessly, po-
lice said.

Yankees, Sturtze agree to one-year, $1M deal

NEW YORK — Tanyon Sturtze and the New York
Yankees agreed Monday to a one-year contract that
guarantees the right-hander $1 million.

Sturtze, the only New York player eligible for sala-
ry arbitration, gets $850,000 this season. The Yan-
kees have a $1.5 million option for 2006 with a
$150,000 buyout.

The 34-year-old was 6-2 with a 5.47 ERA in three
starts and 25 relief appearances for the Yankees last
year and appeared in six postseason games.

Infielder R. Martinez joins Tigers

DETROIT — Free agent infielder Ramon Martin-
ez agreed Tuesday to a one-year contract with the
Detroit Tigers.

Martinez hit .246 with three homers and 30 RBIs
in 102 games for the Chicago Cubs last season, play-
ing 73 games at shortstop, 24 at third base and six at
second base.

With the Tigers, he is expected to provide depth
behind shortstop Carlos Guillen, third baseman
Brandon Inge and second baseman Omar Infante.

BY RONALD BLUM

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Randy Johnson
is practically ready to be mea-
sured for one tall set of pinstripes.

Commissioner Bud Selig gave
his blessing Monday to a trade
that will send the Big Unit to the
Yankees, making a contract exten-
sion the last major obstacle to be
resolved in the drawn-out Arizo-
na-New York swap.

The Yankees were given a
72-hour window to come to terms
with the five-time Cy Young
Award winner. Johnson’s current
deal pays him $16 million in 2005
and expires after this season.

“We’re just looking forward to
beginning the process,” said Alan
Nero, one of Johnson’s agents.

The Diamondbacks would re-
ceive pitchers Javier Vazquez
and Brad Halsey, young catcher
Dioner Navarro and $9 million to
be paid over three years.

Arizona also agreed Monday to
a proposed trade that would send
Navarro and other prospects to
the Dodgers for Shawn Green
and $8 million. The slugger was
part of a three-team, 10-player
swap involving Johnson and the
Yankees that collapsed Dec. 21
when Los Angeles backed out.

Selig granted the Diamond-
backs a window to work out an ex-
tension for Green, who will make
$16 million this year, then can be-
come a free agent. The windows
for both negotiations will begin
Tuesday and end at noon Friday
EST, Diamondbacks managing
partner Ken Kendrick said.

“There are obviously two sepa-
rate transactions, and each has a
variety of conditions that need to
be met,” Kendrick said. “It starts

a window of time wherein contrac-
tual matters need to be resolved,
between the Yankees and Randy,
and us and Randy, and us and
Shawn Green.

“And then, finally, a whole
array of physical exams need to
take place, because of the num-
ber of players involved.”

Having talked about a trade
since July, New York and
Johnson should have a good idea
about the parameters on an exten-
sion. Asked if the sides could
reach an agreement this week,
Nero responded: “I certainly
would hope so.”

Johnson, 41, was 16-14 last sea-
son on a Diamondbacks team that
went 51-111, tied for the 10th-most
losses in major league history.

The 6-foot-10 left-hander led
the majors with 290 strikeouts,
was second with a 2.60 ERA and
pitched a perfect game against At-
lanta, but Arizona scored two runs
or fewer in 17 of his 35 starts.

Vazquez, a 28-year-old
right-hander, was 14-10 with a
4.91 ERA for the Yankees. While
he was picked for his first All-Star
team, he won just once in his last
nine regular-season starts and had
a 9.53 ERA in three playoff games.

New York is giving Arizona $3
million in each of the next three
seasons to cover part of Vazqu-
ez’s salary. He gets $10.5 million
in 2005, $11.5 million in 2006 and
$12.5 million in 2007.

Navarro and pitching prospect
William Juarez would go to the
Dodgers as part of the Green
trade, Kendrick confirmed. If the
Johnson trade falls apart, Arizona
would send Juarez and
23-year-old catcher Chris Snyder
to Los Angeles.

AP Sports Writer Bob Baum in Phoenix
contributed to this story.

Mets brass talks with Beltran

Boggs, Sandberg elected
to baseball’s Hall of Fame

AP

Randy Johnson, 41, must reach terms on a contract extension with the

Yankees before ensuring his trade to New York. Arizona will reportedly

acquire Shawn Green from the Dodgers once the Johnson deal is final.
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NFL statistics

BY TIM KORTE

The Associated Press

KIRKLAND, Wash. — Shaun
Alexander apologized Monday to
fans — but not his coach or team-
mates — for saying he was
“stabbed in the back” by Mike
Holmgren’s quarterback sneak
call that may have cost him a rush-
ing title.

“I’m human,” Alexander said
at team headquarters. “Anybody
can, at one time, pop off. I’ve done
it several times. I think in the posi-
tion I’m in, I need to own up to it.”

Alexander created a stir after
Seattle won the NFC West by beat-
ing Atlanta 28-26 on Sunday. Im-
mediately after the game, he used
strong language to challenge
Holmgren’s play call.

“We were going to win any-
way,” Alexander said after the
game. “We were on the freakin’
goal line, and I got stabbed in the
back.”

Curtis Martin of the New York
Jets ran for 153 yards in a loss at
St. Louis and edged Alexander by
1 yard for the rushing title, the
closest margin ever.

“It got the best of me,” Alex-
ander said Monday. “I definitely
blurted out stuff I shouldn’t have
said. I wouldn’t want to take any
light away from this team and
what we have accomplished.”

Alexander said he hadn’t spo-
ken to Holmgren and insisted
there was no reason to apologize
to him or teammates. They know
him well enough, he explained, to
realize he puts winning ahead of
statistics.

Holmgren wasn’t available for
comment Monday.

“It’s really simple,” Alexander
said. “I would have loved to have
the record. But by no means does
it have anything to do with taking
any light, any excitement, any joy
from this team and all the hard
work we put together to win the
division.”

It was a huge win for the Sea-
hawks (9-7), who earned a home
game in the wild-card round Sat-
urday against division rival St.
Louis. A loss would have sent Se-
attle on the road to play the
Rams.

In postgame remarks,
Holmgren indicated he had want-
ed Alexander to win the title. The
Falcons drove 69 yards in the
final 4:28 to pull within 28-26 be-
fore failing to convert the 2-point
try.

“It’s too bad we didn’t get the
ball back,” Holmgren said. “They
ate up the clock with their final
drive. Shaun had a chance at the
rushing championship, and just
missed it. That was too bad. I
would have liked to seen him get
it.”

The Seahawks went ahead
28-20 with 4:28 remaining when
quarterback Matt Hasselbeck
scored on a 1-yard sneak on sec-
ond-and-goal.

Alexander agreed Monday it
was the right call, but said it felt
at the time “like gasoline on the
fire” because he knew he was

close to the rushing title. He insist-
ed he didn’t know exactly how
many yards he needed.

“I just figured someone was
doing the math,” he said.

It’s been a great season for Al-
exander.

The fifth-year running back,
who will be an unrestricted free
agent after the season, reached
the Pro Bowl for the second
straight year with a career-high
and franchise-record 1,696 yards
rushing.

His 16 TDs rushing matched
his team record from 2002, and
his team-record 20 total TDs
made him the 10th player in NFL
history with 20 or more in a sea-
son.

Alexander led Martin by 72
yards going into the regular sea-
son’s final weekend. Martin had
24 yards on three carries in over-
time at St. Louis and finished with
1,697 yards on the season.

“I think Shaun Alexander has
had as good a year as any running
back in the NFL,” Hasselbeck
said Sunday. “His teammates feel
that way, his coaches feel that
way, and he should know that.”

NFC individual leaders

Final
Quarterbacks

 Att Com Yds TD Int
Culpepper, Min. 548 379 4717 39 11
McNabb, Phi. 469 300 3875 31 8
Griese, T.B. 336 233 2632 20 12
Bulger, St.L 485 321 3964 21 14
Favre, G.B. 540 346 4088 30 17
Delhomme, Car. 533 310 3886 29 15
Warner, NY-G 277 174 2054 6 4
Hasselbeck, Sea. 474 279 3382 22 15
Brooks, N.O. 542 309 3810 21 16
Rattay, S.F. 325 198 2169 10 10

Rushers
 Att Yds Avg LG TD

Alexander, Sea. 353 1696 4.8 44 16
Barber, NY-G 322 1518 4.7 72t 13
Portis, Was. 343 1315 3.8 64t 5
Green, G.B. 259 1163 4.5 90t 7
Jones, Det. 241 1133 4.7 74 5
Dunn, Atl. 265 1106 4.2 60 9
McAllister, N.O. 269 1074 4.0 71 9
T. Jones, Chi. 240 948 4.0 54 7
E. Smith, Ariz 267 937 3.5 29t 9
Pittman, T.B. 219 926 4.2 78t 7

Receivers
 No Yds Avg LG TD

Horn, N.O. 94 1399 14.9 57 11
Holt, St.L 94 1372 14.6 75t 10
Muhammad, Car. 93 1405 15.1 51 16
Coles, Was. 90 950 10.6 45 1
Walker, G.B. 89 1382 15.5 79t 12
Bruce, St.L 89 1292 14.5 56 6
Jackson, Sea. 87 1199 13.8 56t 7
Witten, Dal. 87 980 11.3 42t 6
Driver, G.B. 84 1208 14.4 50 9
E. Johnson, S.F. 82 825 10.1 25 2

Punters
 No Yds LG Avg

Tupa, Was. 103 4544 61 44.1
Sauerbrun, Car. 76 3351 65 44.1
Berger, N.O. 85 3704 63 43.6
Landeta, St.L 40 1733 63 43.3
Player, Ariz 98 4230 57 43.2
Maynard, Chi. 108 4638 58 42.9
McBriar, Dal. 75 3182 68 42.4
Bidwell, T.B. 82 3472 60 42.3
Johnson, Phi. 72 3032 62 42.1
Lee, S.F. 96 3990 81 41.6

Punt Returners
 No Yds Avg LG TD

Drummond, Det. 24 316 13.2 83t 2
Rossum, Atl. 37 457 12.4 75t 1
Lewis, N.O. 34 382 11.2 53 0
McQuarters, Chi. 44 435 9.9 75t 1
Frazier, Dal. 24 229 9.5 55 0
Battle, S.F. 31 266 8.6 71t 1
Burleson, Min. 25 214 8.6 91t 1
Chatman, G.B. 32 245 7.7 28 0
Galloway, T.B. 20 142 7.1 59t 1
Williams, Ariz 42 286 6.8 38 0

Kickoff Returners
 No Yds Avg LG TD

Ponder, NY-G 36 967 26.9 91t 1
Drummond, Det. 41 1092 26.6 99t 2
Cox, T.B. 33 866 26.2 59 0
Ferguson, G.B. 21 526 25.0 71 0
Robertson, S.F.-Car. 31 740 23.9 49 0
Lewis, N.O. 51 1215 23.8 96t 1
Lee, Dal. 41 964 23.5 62 0
Broussard, Car. 24 555 23.1 49 0
Reed, Phi. 33 761 23.1 66 0
Betts, Was. 23 528 23.0 70 0

Scoring
Touchdowns

 TD Rush Rec Ret Pts
Alexander, Sea. 20 16 4 0 120
Muhammad, Car. 16 0 16 0 96
Barber, NY-G 15 13 2 0 90
Owens, Phi. 14 0 14 0 84
Moss, Min. 13 0 13 0 78
Walker, G.B. 12 0 12 0 72
Horn, N.O. 11 0 11 0 68
Burleson, Min. 10 0 9 1 62
Holt, St.L 10 0 10 0 60
Pittman, T.B. 10 7 3 0 60

Kicking
 PAT FG LG Pts

Akers, Phi. 41-42 27-32 51 122
Longwell, G.B. 48-48 24-28 53 120
J. Brown, Sea. 40-40 23-25 54 109
Carney, N.O. 38-38 22-27 53 104
Hanson, Det. 28-28 24-28 48 100
Andersen, Min. 45-45 18-22 48 99
Christie, NY-G 33-33 22-28 53 99
Feely, Atl. 40-40 18-23 47 94
Rackers, Ariz 28-28 22-29 55 94
Cundiff, Dal. 31-31 20-26 49 91

Team statistics

AVERAGE PER GAME
OFFENSE

 Yards Rush Pass
Green Bay 396.8 119.3 277.6
Minnesota 396.2 113.9 282.3
St. Louis 367.3 101.5 265.8
Seattle 352.1 130.9 221.2
Philadelphia 351.1 102.4 248.7
Carolina 326.6 98.9 227.7
Dallas 324.8 110.8 214.0
New Orleans 324.6 100.4 224.2
Atlanta 317.7 167.0 150.7
Tampa Bay 310.2 93.1 217.1
New York Giants 295.1 119.0 176.1
Detroit 293.3 111.1 182.3
San Francisco 286.6 90.6 196.0
Arizona 284.4 104.3 180.1
Washington 274.8 110.3 164.5
Chicago 238.5 101.5 137.0

DEFENSE
 Yards Rush Pass

Washington 267.6 81.5 186.1
Tampa Bay 284.5 123.3 161.2
Philadelphia 319.7 118.9 200.8
Arizona 321.3 131.6 189.8
New York Giants 324.2 135.1 189.1
Atlanta 325.4 105.1 220.4
Dallas 330.3 110.3 220.1
St. Louis 334.6 136.2 198.4
Carolina 336.4 119.0 217.4
Chicago 336.9 128.1 208.8
Detroit 337.6 117.9 219.6
San Francisco 342.6 124.7 217.9
Green Bay 346.3 117.4 228.9
Seattle 351.3 126.9 224.3
Minnesota 368.4 125.4 243.0
New Orleans 383.8 140.8 243.0

Alexander tries to downplay
‘stabbed-in-back’ comment

BY JOHN WAWROW

The Associated Press

ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. —
Travis Henry wants out of Buffa-
lo because he’s unhappy with the
prospect of spending another sea-
son as Willis McGahee’s backup.

“I want to go somewhere where
I can be a starter and play, and be
a big contributor,” Henry said
Monday, a day after the Bills’
missed the playoffs with a sea-
son-ending loss to Pittsburgh.

With a year left on his contract,
Henry wouldn’t say he was de-
manding a trade. But the former
three-year starter made it clear
he wouldn’t accept another sea-
son with a secondary role.

“I’m a starter. I’ve been start-
ing since I’ve been in this
league,” Henry said. “I know the

role that I was given this year. I
didn’t like it, but I dealt with it.”

Asked whether he considered
himself as good as gone, Henry
said: “Yeah, most definitely.”

Henry lost his starting position
to McGahee in October after the
Bills got off to a 1-5 start.

McGahee was credited with
sparking the Bills turnaround, in
which the team won six straight
and nine of 11 before Sunday’s
loss to Pittsburgh.

Buffalo (9-7) was 9-2 with Mc-
Gahee as a starter, and 7-0 when
he rushed for 100 yards.

In five starts, Henry had 300
yards, no touchdowns, and
missed one game with a foot inju-
ry. He spent five games as a back-
up before missing the remainder
of the season after tearing liga-
ments in his right ankle in Buffa-
lo’s 38-9 win at Seattle on Nov. 28.

Henry was coming off consecu-
tive 1,300-yard seasons, and
showed resilience last year play-
ing through a rib injury and a bro-
ken bone in his right leg.

Henry kept quiet about his de-
motion over the past two months,
but Monday, he said “I don’t
think I lost my job. It was given
away ... so let’s get that straight.”

Henry added he’s confident
there are other teams that would
be interested in acquiring him.

“It’s just a matter of what the
Bills want to do,” Henry said.
“I’m going to meet with them, see
where their mind’s at and go from
there.”

Coach Mike Mularkey said he
was unaware of Henry’s discon-
tent. He said the team will evalu-
ate every position and “make the
right decisions when that time
comes.”

RB Henry wants out of backup role

AFC individual leaders

Final
Quarterbacks

 Att Com Yds TD Int
Manning, Ind. 497 336 4557 49 10
Brees, S.D. 400 262 3159 27 7
Roethlisberger, Pit. 295 196 2621 17 11
Green, K.C. 556 369 4591 27 17
Brady, N.E. 474 288 3692 28 14
Pennington, NY-J 370 242 2673 16 9
Volek, Ten. 357 218 2486 18 10
Plummer, Den. 521 303 4089 27 20
Carr, Hou. 466 285 3531 16 14
Leftwich, Jac. 441 267 2941 15 10

Rushers
 Att Yds Avg LG TD

Martin, NY-J 371 1697 4.6 25t 12
Dillon, N.E. 345 1635 4.7 44 12
James, Ind. 334 1548 4.6 40 9
R. Johnson, Cin. 361 1454 4.0 52 12
Tomlinson, S.D. 339 1335 3.9 42 17
Droughns, Den. 275 1240 4.5 51t 6
Taylor, Jac. 260 1224 4.7 46 2
Davis, Hou. 302 1188 3.9 44 13
McGahee, Buf. 284 1128 4.0 41 13
Brown, Ten. 220 1067 4.9 52 6

Receivers
 No Yds Avg LG TD

Gonzalez, K.C. 102 1258 12.3 32 7
Mason, Ten. 96 1168 12.2 37t 7
C. Johnson, Cin. 95 1274 13.4 53t 9
Moulds, Buf. 88 1043 11.9 49 5
Harrison, Ind. 86 1113 12.9 59 15
Gates, S.D. 81 964 11.9 72t 13
Bennett, Ten. 80 1247 15.6 48t 11
Ward, Pit. 80 1004 12.6 58 4
Smith, Den. 79 1144 14.5 85t 7
Johnson, Hou. 79 1142 14.5 54t 6

Punters
 No Yds LG Avg

Lechler, Oak. 73 3409 67 46.7
Smith, Ind. 54 2443 62 45.2
Moorman, Buf. 77 3325 80 43.2
Scifres, S.D. 69 2974 60 43.1
Gardocki, Pit. 67 2879 61 43.0
Hanson, Jac. 84 3592 69 42.8
Hentrich, Ten. 73 3117 64 42.7
Larson, Cin. 83 3499 66 42.2
Jo. Miller, N.E. 56 2350 69 42.0
Turk, Mia. 98 4088 67 41.7

Punt Returners
 No Yds Avg LG TD

Northcutt, Cle. 36 432 12.0 44 0
Welker, S.D.-Mia. 43 464 10.8 71 0
Sams, Bal. 55 575 10.5 78t 2
Smith, Den. 22 223 10.1 30 0
Hall, K.C. 23 232 10.1 46 0
Lewis, Jac. 23 227 9.9 50 0
Clements, Buf. 35 327 9.3 86t 1
Parker, S.D. 27 237 8.8 32 0
Moses, Hou. 36 309 8.6 27 0
Moss, NY-J 27 225 8.3 46 0

Kickoff Returners
 No Yds Avg LG TD

McGee, Buf. 52 1370 26.3 104t 3
Hall, K.C. 68 1718 25.3 97t 2
Randle El, Pit. 21 527 25.1 41 0
B. Johnson, N.E. 41 1016 24.8 93t 1
Rhodes, Ind. 48 1188 24.8 88t 1
Dwight, S.D. 50 1222 24.4 87t 1
Welker, S.D.-Mia. 61 1415 23.2 95t 1
Russell, Cin. 39 872 22.4 40 0
McAddley, Ten. 38 849 22.3 45 0
Alston, Cle. 46 1016 22.1 93t 1

Scoring
Touchdowns

 TD Rush Rec Ret Pts
Tomlinson, S.D. 18 17 1 0 108
Harrison, Ind. 15 0 15 0 90
Holmes, K.C. 15 14 1 0 90
Davis, Hou. 14 13 1 0 84
Martin, NY-J 14 12 2 0 84
Dillon, N.E. 13 12 1 0 80
Bettis, Pit. 13 13 0 0 78
Gates, S.D. 13 0 13 0 78
McGahee, Buf. 13 13 0 0 78
R. Johnson, Cin. 12 12 0 0 72
Wayne, Ind. 12 0 12 0 72

Kicking
 PAT FG LG Pts

Vinatieri, N.E. 48-48 31-33 48 141
Elam, Den. 42-42 29-34 52 129
Reed, Pit. 40-40 28-33 51 124
Graham, Cin. 41-41 27-31 53 122
Vanderjagt, Ind. 59-60 20-25 47 119
Lindell, Buf. 45-45 24-28 43 117
Stover, Bal. 30-30 29-32 50 117
Kaeding, S.D. 54-55 20-25 53 114
Tynes, K.C. 58-60 17-23 50 109
Janikowski, Oak. 31-32 25-28 52 106

Team statistics

AVERAGE PER GAME
OFFENSE

 Yards Rush Pass
Kansas City 418.4 143.1 275.4
Indianapolis 404.7 115.8 288.9
Denver 395.8 145.8 249.9
New England 357.6 133.4 224.3
San Diego 347.0 136.6 210.4
Tennessee 342.9 116.9 226.0
New York Jets 339.9 149.3 190.6
Pittsburgh 324.0 154.0 170.0
Oakland 322.1 80.9 241.1
Cincinnati 321.3 114.9 206.3
Houston 320.5 117.6 202.9
Jacksonville 313.1 115.6 197.4
Buffalo 293.2 117.1 176.1
Cleveland 280.1 103.6 176.5
Miami 275.3 83.7 191.6
Baltimore 273.4 128.9 144.5

DEFENSE
 Yards Rush Pass

Pittsburgh 258.4 81.2 177.2
Buffalo 264.3 100.3 164.0
Denver 278.7 94.5 184.2
Baltimore 300.2 105.1 195.1
New York Jets 304.9 97.9 207.0
Miami 305.9 143.9 162.0
New England 310.8 98.3 212.5
Jacksonville 320.9 111.1 209.8
Cleveland 325.9 144.6 181.3
San Diego 335.0 81.7 253.3
Cincinnati 335.3 128.9 206.4
Houston 341.1 115.2 225.9
Tennessee 357.8 119.8 237.9
Indianapolis 370.6 127.3 243.3
Oakland 371.0 125.8 245.3
Kansas City 377.9 114.6 263.3

Seahawks RB just missed rushing title

AP

Seahawks running back Shaun Alexander apologized Monday for ques-

tioning coach Mike Holmgren’s quarterback sneak on Sunday.
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7 p.m. Sunday; AFN-Atlantic/Pacific

Game time is Central European.

2 a.m. Sunday
AFN-Atlantic, AFN-Pacific

Game time is Central European.

Indianapolis
Colts

San Diego
Chargers

Denver
Broncos

New York
Jets

BY BERNIE WILSON

The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — A lot has
changed for the San Diego Charg-
ers since the mid-September af-
ternoon when Drew Brees threw
two interceptions, lost a fumble
and sustained a concussion in a
home loss to the New York Jets.

That’s why Brees and the
Chargers don’t think it’s likely the
Jets can pull off another victory
in San Diego when the teams
meet Saturday night in the first
round of the playoffs.

“Considering that we are night
and day a different team from
then till now, I think it’s going to
be very hard for them,” Brees
said Monday. “They’re a good
team, they know how to win, they
won a lot of games. So have we.

“I look at that first game and
that feels like it was last season,”
Brees said. “It feels like it was
two seasons ago. It feels so far
away, just to let you know what
the confidence level is, the way
we feel about our team right now
as opposed to then.”

The Chargers were booed often
by the home fans as they lost
34-28 to the Jets on Sept. 19. They
lost again the following Sunday at
Denver to fall to 1-2.

Since, they’ve won 11 of 13
games to surprise everyone ex-
cept maybe themselves. They’re
in the playoffs for the first time in
nine seasons and won the AFC
West for the first time since their
Super Bowl season of 1994.

Of San Diego’s 12 wins, only
one came against a playoff team
— 20-17 over Denver here on
Dec. 5. Their four losses are all to
playoff teams: the Jets, the game
at Denver and road games
against Atlanta and Indianapolis.

“I think if you look at that, Den-

ver and the Jets, that was the sec-
ond and third games of the sea-
son,” Brees said. “We’re a much
different team then than we are

now. Teams go on streaks and it
takes them a little while some-
times to find their identity. Then
they go.”

In Brees’ case, he went from al-
most getting run out of town to be-
coming a hero. He’s thrown 27
touchdown passes and just seven
interceptions, compared to 15 in-
terceptions and 11 TDs last year
when the Chargers were 4-12.

After losing to the Jets, the
Chargers won their last seven
home games. That includes a
24-17 victory over Kansas City on
Sunday, when Pro Bowlers
Brees, LaDainian Tomlinson and

Antonio Gates rested.
“We wanted to create that

home-field advantage and make
it to where when people came to
San Diego, they knew that they
were in for a battle,” Brees said.

Fullback Lorenzo Neal doesn’t
make much of the Chargers’ 1-4
record against playoff teams.

“It is what it is,” he said. “We
beat only a couple of teams with a
winning record. So be it. I mean,
we played the games that are
scheduled in front of us. We’ve
lost some, we’ve won some. Hey,
let’s just get it on and we’ll see at
the end of the day if the Chargers
are for real. I like our chances.”

BY EDDIE PELLS

The Associated Press

DENVER — The point spread — “Indianap-
olis -10” — pretty much says it all.

Outside of the Denver locker room, the
Broncos aren’t expected to do much more
than show up for their playoff game against
the Colts.

They don’t care, though. For most of the last
two months, they’ve been counted out, and yet
here they are, back in the playoffs, which is
where they expected to be all along.

“This is the time the good players step up
and play ball,” receiver Rod Smith pro-
claimed after a win Sunday over the wa-
tered-down Colts set up the Broncos for a play-
off rematch.

Good players. The Broncos (10-6) have plen-
ty of them, and when they all showed up to
play this season, this team looked like a Super
Bowl contender. They’re Super Bowl long
shots now, thanks to a 5-5 finish that included
two wins at the end of the season that they
needed just to qualify for the AFC’s final
wild-card spot.

It marked a successful close to an inconsis-
tent season that almost always went the way
Jake Plummer was going. Plummer finished
with 27 touchdown passes to tie a franchise
record, but also shared the league lead with
20 interceptions.

Now, the task is to defeat the Colts and
avenge a 41-10 loss in last year’s playoffs that
sat hard with Denver players through most of
the offseason.

“It took me a long time to get over that
game,” linebacker Al Wilson said.

Instead of dwelling on that loss, the Broncos
probably will focus on their two victories over
the Colts in the last 13 months.

And while it’s hard to gain too much confi-
dence from the 33-14 victory Sunday against
Indy’s backups, Denver’s 31-17 win in Indy
during Week 15 last season was much more
impressive.

“We know what it takes to go over there and
win,” coach Mike Shanahan said.

They’ll need Plummer to avoid errors
against a defense that ranked 29th in the
league, but was successful nonetheless be-
cause it created 36 turnovers. Only Carolina
and Buffalo had more.

They’ll need a good running game from the
offensive line and the 1-2 combo of Reuben
Droughns and emerging rookie Tatum Bell.
In the win last year, Denver controlled the
ball for a team record 44:58 and proved that
the best way — maybe the only way — to shut
down Peyton Manning is to keep him off the
field.

They’ll need Champ Bailey to play like the
franchise cornerback he was touted as when
the Broncos traded Clinton Portis to get him

in the aftermath of last year’s playoff debacle.
They’ll need the other cornerback, Kelly
Herndon, along with the rest of the secondary,
to play just as well to contain Marvin Harri-
son, Reggie Wayne and Brandon Stokley, who
became the first receiving trio in NFL history
to catch 10 touchdowns each.

They’ll need to make plays on defense. The
Broncos finished the season ranked fourth in
overall defense, but created only 20 turnovers
(29th in the league) and had more than two
sacks in only six games. That’s why the de-
fense never seemed as dominant as the yard-
age statistics suggested.

“We feel if we play our game, we’ll beat any-
body,” Wilson said.

The question is, what, exactly, is Denver’s
game? Is it the kind the Broncos put together
the last two weeks — efficient, few penalties,
fewer turnovers — that helped them win two
games by a combined score of 70-30? Or is it
the team with the quarterback who led the
league with 20 interceptions, and the team
that scored touchdowns only 45.3 percent of
the time it got inside the 20 — the fifth-worst
rate in the league? That’s the team that lost six
times this season.

BY BEN NUCKOLS

The Associated Press

BALTIMORE — A 29-year-old
Maryland man was charged with
theft after calling NFL players
Donovan McNabb, Darrell Green
and Warren Sapp and convincing
them to wire him money.

Lewis Sills of Elkridge, Md.,
faces multiple charges of theft
and identity theft after stealing or
trying to steal from McNabb,
Sapp and Green, Howard County
police said.

After persuading Green and
McNabb to wire him money, Sills
called Sapp, who became suspi-
cious, police said. The Oakland
Raiders defensive lineman’s fi-
nancial manager contacted po-
lice, who arrested Sills after he
picked up money he believed was
from Sapp.

“We have not been able to de-
termine how he was able to ob-
tain the personal phone numbers
of these players,” police spokes-
woman Sherry Llewellyn said.
“His stories have been described
as elaborate, desperate and cer-
tainly convincing enough that
some of the players wired the
money at his request.”

According to police, Sills called
Green on Dec. 17 and claimed to
be Baltimore Ravens linebacker
Peter Boulware. Acting as Boul-
ware, he claimed to have a cousin
named Lewis Sills and asked
Green to wire $900 directly to
Sills.

Green, the former Washington
cornerback, believed the story
and wired the cash, which Sills
picked up at a grocery store in his
hometown.

Sills’ next alleged target was
McNabb, Philadelphia’s star quar-
terback. This time, he claimed to
be James Thrash of the Washing-
ton Redskins, a former teammate
of McNabb’s. He asked McNabb
to wire $600 to the store.

McNabb agreed and Sills, pos-
ing as Thrash, picked up the
money and signed Thrash’s name
on a transaction receipt, police
said.

On Dec. 28, police said Sills
called Sapp and claimed to be
Redskins receiver Laveranues
Coles. He asked Sapp to wire him
$1,800.

Sapp became suspicious, police
said, and his financial manager,
James Rubin, contacted police
and wired $525 to Coles at the gro-
cery store.

Detectives were waiting out-
side when Sills walked in, identi-
fied himself as Coles and took the
money. They confronted him and
arrested him after a chase and
struggle.

Police are unsure if any other
players were targeted, Llewellyn
said.

“We’ve been working with NFL
security since the beginning of
the investigation, so if there were
additional players victimized, we
would want to know about that,”
she said.

Broncos don’t really care
if odds are not in their favor

Chargers cast aside earlier Jets game

AP

Chargers coach Marty Schottenheimer gestures on the sidelines during the San Diego’s victory over Kansas

City on Sunday. The Chargers say they’re a different team since they lost to the Jets in the second week.

At least
2 players
scammed

at

at
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Green Bay
Packers

Minnesota
Vikings

BY DAVE CAMPBELL

The Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — While the rest of the
Minnesota Vikings were fighting to the
last, Randy Moss was skulking away.

With his helmet in hand and head down,
Moss slowly walked off the field Sunday
while his teammates were lining up to try
an onside kick with 2 seconds left. The Red-
skins recovered, handing the rattled Vi-
kings a 21-18 season finale loss.

Although the play mattered little in the
end, center Matt Birk took issue with
Moss’s quitting attitude, and confronted
the receiver immediately after the game.

“It shouldn’t happen, and if it happens
again there might be some problems,” Birk
said Monday, choosing his words carefully.

Had Minnesota recovered, the Vikings
might have been able to try a Hail Mary
pass — a play that Moss certainly would’ve
been handy for — to seal a playoff spot. It
was a moot point when Carolina lost min-
utes later, allowing the Vikings to back into
the postseason. They travel to Green Bay
on Sunday.

But Moss’ move spoke volumes about
the shattered mental state of the Vikings,
who lost seven of their last 10 to finish 8-8.

Few of his teammates and coaches no-
ticed at the time, but television cameras
caught the three-time All-Pro — who has
an infamous history of attitude problems
— walking into the tunnel toward the lock-
er room.

Moss, who caught five passes for 66
yards and a touchdown in the game, had an
hour-long phone conversation with Tice af-
terward. They talked again Monday morn-
ing in the coach’s office for the same
amount of time. Tice declined to comment
about a possible disciplinary measure, but
he indicated Moss knows he messed up.

“I understand his frustration,” Tice said,
“but we can’t let our frustrations make us
make poor decisions of poor judgment.”

Moss was unavailable for comment, as
he has been most of the season.

“I wasn’t too much worried about it,”
wide receiver Marcus Robinson said.
“He’s going to do what he’s going to do, and
it’s not a reflection on me or anybody else.

“That’s Randy Moss. He can do basically
what he wants to do. Definitely, he did
what he did.”

BY MARY FOSTER

The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — New Orleans Saints
coach Jim Haslett looked shell-shocked on
Monday.

Haslett rallied his team from a dismal
4-8 record to win four straight and stay in
playoff contention right through the final
game of the season. The Saints capped the
year by upsetting the Carolina Panthers
21-18 Sunday.

But New Orleans’ shot at the NFC’s final
wild-card spot dissolved when the St. Louis
Rams beat the New York Jets.

“I still don’t understand why we didn’t
get in the playoffs,” Haslett said. “First of
all, we’re 6-6 conference record, Minneso-
ta’s 5-7. I think the NFL’s got it backward.
If you go by the conference record we
should get in.”

By finishing in a three-way tie with St.
Louis and Minnesota at 8-8, the Saints lost
playoff tiebreakers to the Rams, who had a
better conference record, and the Vikings,
who defeated them 38-31 in Week 6, leav-
ing New Orleans out of the playoffs for the
fourth straight year.

“You delete the first team [St. Louis],
who we beat,” Haslett said. “Then you go
back to head-to-head. I think they’ve got it
backward.”

The disappointment followed one of the
Saints’ best games of the year.

“It was a real pleasure to watch the
film,” Haslett said.

Against Carolina, Deuce McAllister
rushed for a season-high 140 yards, includ-
ing a 71-yard run in the first quarter.
Aaron Brooks played a solid game, and the
offense did not commit a presnap penalty

or a turnover against a Panthers defense
that had produced a league-high 38 take-
aways in the previous 15 games.

The Saints’ defense held Carolina to 46
yards rushing and forced three fumbles.
New Orleans’ pass rush, led by ends
Charles Grant, Darren Howard and Will

Smith, pressured Jake Delhomme constant-
ly and sacked him six times.

After the Panthers drove for a field goal
on their opening series, the Saints forced
them into fumbles or punts on 10 of their
next 11 possessions.

Haslett said he was unsure what his
schedule was for now, or his future.

“I thought we’d be working on a game
plan for Green Bay this week,” he said.

At some point Haslett said he would
meet with general manager Mickey Loom-
is and owner Tom Benson. He had no
doubt he made a case for remaining as
Saints coach, however.

“I think I fought for it,” Haslett said. “I
think our players fought for it, and our
coaching staff, by our play on the field.
There’s not much more I can do about it.”

Haslett said he challenged the players to
step up late in the season, and they did.

“When we were 4-8, he said you can ei-
ther come on board or get off,” receiver
Joe Horn said. “Come upstairs and see me
if you guys don’t believe we can finish 8-8
and have an opportunity to make the play-
offs. Come see me and I’ll help you get
where you need to go.

“He said, ‘Raise your hand,’ and every-
body raised their hands and made a com-
mitment to ourselves to win the last four
games, and we did that. That’s a positive,
and I think Jim did a great job.”

BY ARNIE STAPLETON

The Associated Press

GREEN BAY, Wis. — The Green Bay
Packers and Minnesota Vikings are a lot
alike.

Both have prolific passing games and
suspect secondaries to put on display Sun-
day at Lambeau Field, when the NFC
North rivals face each other for the first
time in the postseason.

What separates these two evenly
matched teams?

“A field goal,” Packers coach Mike Sher-
man deadpanned. “Both games. A last-sec-
ond field goal.”

That, and momentum.
The Packers (10-6) enter the playoffs as

the NFC’s hottest playoff team, having won
nine of 11. They also beat the Vikings twice
by 34-31.

Minnesota (8-8) backslides into the play-
offs having lost seven of 10.

The Vikings insist everybody’s 0-0 now
and the regular season doesn’t matter.

The Packers believe their emotional
punch will make a difference come kickoff.

That’s why Sherman played most of his
starters for much of the time Sunday in the
Packers’ 31-14 win at Chicago even though
the game meant nothing for playoff posi-
tioning.

“My biggest fear was to leave here lay-
ing an egg,” he said.

That would have meant more practice
time this week focusing on the negative
rather than the positive.

“You don’t want to come out here and
stink it up and then try to come back next
week and act like you’re all good,” tight
end Bubba Franks said.

That’s what the Vikings have to do this
week after losing at Washington 21-18 on
Sunday.

The Packers don’t enter the playoffs on
quite the roll they did a year ago, when
they won four straight. But Sherman feels
just as good about their chances for suc-
cess this year.

“I feel good about this team. I feel very
good about the fact we beat the Bears,”

Sherman said. “If we had lost that game
you know everybody worries about the
physical part of the game and having the
players ready physically, but I think the
psychological part, the psyche of the play-
ers, is equally important and when you lose
a game.

“It affects you. They read about how
they lost the ballgame, they hear about
how they lost the ballgame. Then you have
to go win again.”

The players liked Sherman’s approach
to the regular-season finale.

“Any regular-season game, regardless of
your situation, to me is important,” quarter-
back Brett Favre said. “I look at Denver
last year when they played us. They had
just beat Indy the week before and sat
most of their guys and didn’t play all that
well. I don’t think they gave it much effort
and then they went back the next week and
got crushed by Indianapolis [in the play-
offs].

“I just think that the morale is better. I
don’t see any plusses in not playing the
game to win.”

Right tackle Mark Tauscher said there
wasn’t a choice.

“I don’t think we’re in a position where
we can rest on our laurels,” he said. “Our
laurels weren’t that strong.”

Favre might have thrown for 4,000 yards
and 30 touchdowns again, but the defense
allowed 33 scoring passes and managed
just eight interceptions, both team futility
records.

And the Packers needed any feel-good
moments they could muster.

They can no longer point to a home play-
off game as a guarantee, thanks to Atlan-
ta’s upset at Lambeau Field behind Micha-
el Vick two years ago.

The Packers, whose 6-2 road record was
their best since 1972, are just 4-4 at home
this season with all four losses to non-play-
off teams — the Bears, Giants, Titans and
Jaguars.

“No question being at home is a big ad-
vantage,” Tauscher said. “But you need to
take advantage of that advantage, and up to
this point we have not done that.”

Saints thought four straight wins would be enough

AP

Saints LeCharles Bentley (65), Will Smith (91) and Colby Bockwoldt celebrate after a sack
on Panthers quarterback Jake Delhomme. New Orleans expected to reach the playoffs.

Teammates irked
that Moss exited
before final play

Packers, Vikings similar yet different
Green Bay enters with momentum

AP

Vikings wide receiver Randy Moss walks

off the field while his teammates prepare

for an onside kick with two seconds left in

their loss to the Redskins on Sunday.
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BY JOHN ZENOR

The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — Auburn’s
defense, at least, made a decent
case for No. 1.

Thrust into several tough situa-
tions, the third-ranked Tigers sty-
mied No. 9 Virginia Tech and
Bryan Randall for most of Mon-
day night’s 16-13 victory in the
Sugar Bowl.

The nation’s top scoring de-
fense produced a little bit of ev-
erything: a goal-line stand, two
key interceptions and a handful
of bone-jarring tackles.

“It all comes down to defense,”
coach Tommy Tuberville said.

It sure did this time.
Fabulous for 53 minutes, Au-

burn (13-0) did have a shaky fin-
ish defensively. The close score
didn’t help the team’s hopes of
sharing the national title, but it
hardly hurt the Tigers’ claim that
they have the best defense in the
country.

Auburn gave up two touch-
down passes by Randall in the
final seven minutes, including an
80-yarder to Josh Morgan with
two minutes left when free safety
Will Herring fell down.

Auburn’s defenders more than
compensated for an offense that
coughed up two second-half turn-
overs, holding the Hokies score-
less for the first 53 minutes.

The Tigers harried Randall, the
Atlantic Coast Conference player
of the year, into rare mistakes
and held the Hokies to 299 yards,
66 below their season average.

“We put pressure on them,”
safety Junior Rosegreen said.
“We tried to rattle them a little
bit.”

SEE DEFENSE ON PAGE 31
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BY NANCY ARMOUR

The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — High above
the field, a tiny handwritten sign
read, “Auburn’s No. 1 in my poll.”

The Tigers ought to frame it, be-
cause that’s likely to be the only
place they’re No. 1.

Needing a dominant display to
keep its improbable hopes of split-
ting the national championship
alive, the third-ranked Tigers in-
stead limped to a 16-13 victory
over No. 9 Virginia Tech in the
Sugar Bowl on Monday night.
Their offense was bland and their
defense gave up two late touch-
downs.

Even their postgame party was
subdued, far from the raucous
scene after last month’s South-
eastern Conference title game.

“Not having a chance to win the
national championship is not a
good feeling,” receiver Courtney
Taylor said. “We’d play the win-
ner of the Orange Bowl at any
time. We’d love to play them. But
they’re in the title game, and
we’re not.”

The Tigers at least preserved
their perfect season, becoming
the first Auburn squad to finish
13-0. But that will be small conso-
lation when they watch Tuesday
night’s Orange Bowl between No.
1 Southern Cal and No. 2 Oklaho-
ma, knowing the winner of that
game will almost certainly be the
undisputed national champion.

“People just don’t understand
how hard it is to go 13-0,” said
Jason Campbell, who threw for
one touchdown. “I’m not going to
sit here and say we’re No. 2 be-
hind anybody. I feel like we’re
No. 1.”

SEE AUBURN ON PAGE 31

Auburn states its case for No. 1

Above, Auburn’s Jay Ratliff holds

a sign reflecting his thoughts after

his team beat Virginia Tech 16-13

in the Sugar Bowl at the Louisiana

Superdome on Monday in New

Orleans. Left, Virginia Tech QB

Bryan Randall was pressured into

uncharacteristic mistakes, includ-

ing two interceptions. Right,

Auburn QB Jason Campbell

(11-for-16, 189 yards, TD) was

chosen as the game’s MVP.

AP photos

No. 3 Tigers
beat Va. Tech
in Sugar Bowl
to finish 13-0

SEC champs’
defense might
be best, despite
two late TDs
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